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READER: 


on. baſt often, with- 
a out doubt Rear, 
| M beard of a ſort of 
TTY deſpiſed Animals, 

' call 4 Conntry-Gens 
men: If thou frequenteſt the 
Play-bou/e, thou baſt there ſeen 
an. #5 brought inwith a bigh-crown'd 
Hat, a Sword put: thringh the 
| Waſi-bandof our Breeches, and 
C4 pair of. Antick, Tops ; where 


F We 
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To the Reader. 


we tame ftand, whilſt the Learn- | 
ed man of Humonrs praftiſes up- 
on us with bis ſleights, and in- 
trignes. And if thou uſeſt the 
company of the Wits, thou know- 
efi that we furniſh them with 
their moſt pleaſant Entertain- 
went, Nay, if the Poet, out of 
on exceſs of bis Bounty, is in- | 
clin'd to-refreſb the Company with 
an extraordinary treat of Fu- 
monrs, we are the meu with whom | 
be compoſes the Regalio ; where 
be ſwells and looks big, to ſee the 
ſucceſs of bit Vidorious Strata- 
gems. We ſhould be glad that | 
0! Mefters the Poets. can make , 
uſe of us, conſidering our unpo- 

liſht and rought capacities ; but <, 
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To the Reader. 
inthe mean time, they muſt take 
it kindly from us, if we adwiſe 


' ſome of them alſo, to look well to 


their own glory, and to appear 


> beſs ridiculous themſelves, leſt 


they ſbould become the Scorn of 


' their own Vaſſals. They cannot 


take it ill from us, if we deſire 
a little to pry into thoſe admirable 
things for which they are ſo much 
admired ; the humour of our Cli» 


mite Abindons that Eaitera 


State, of demanding Adoration ty 
Powers wrapt in Clouds. Ie 
bave taken the boldneſt to ap- 
prorch the Heroes, and to Exa- 


un. mine thetr Genius; wich in ma- 
' ny of them, we find not only the 


{9 © 


moſt Wild and Extravagant, but 
A} the 


To the Reader. 


the moi Idle and Trifling that  ,y 
ever beStrid an Age. And cer. , 
rainly eitber Hiftorians hawe been | 
wach to-blame, in recommending (<; 
10 #5 4 powipores Name of Vitue, + , 
Glary, and Ren-wn, acqui” d by = 
our. Anceſtors, making that apÞ= ,, 
pear noble and uſeful to mankind, |, 
which was dull and rude, or elſe | | 
their Children have noth ng in 
them worthy of their Fathers: > | 
In things ſo different and unlike, f 
either they, or we mu#t flranges | *, 
ly have wiſcarried ; andithis we 
muSt ſay in favour of thoſe that | 
liv'd before us, that what they | 
did was Gravely and Silently, > 
but the Acquiſts of this Age, 
we made with a flrange AﬀeStion | 
and _ 


Tothe Reader. 
bat | and Noiſe, 0ur ſmalle$t perfor- 


Or: mences creating in'us more pride, 
*0 | than their mighty Atchievements 
mg did in thene, and Swelling us to 
ue, t s Contempt of all thoſe who are 
) not at leiſure ta appear as Ridi. 
P- culows as to our ſelves. The fol- 
'@: | lowing Paper cannot be accuſed of 
ſe | doing InjuStice to any, fince all 
"mM all are obliged to give the liberty 
i * they take: And as for the ret, 
©, | fince it do's not refle on parti- 
** | cnlar men,the 1utbor right with 
'e | reaſon expe that good Nature 
't | fromthem, which they extend 10 
Y | Comical emtertainments; all are 
> ** content to 'be taken to pieces 2 a 
” Play-bouſe; and to be exhibited 
, (» for Divertiſoment on the Stage 
A 4 which 


To the Reader. | 
which are much unkinder refledi. 


ons than are made in this F aper. 
Beſid-s, ſince we bave to-do with 
nothing but Blemiſhes and Er» 
rours, the Laws of Writing als 
low thoſe to be inſiſted on, for the 
Admoniſhing of others, What 
could be done leſs 10 reckon up 
the ordinary Follys of the Town ' 
life, to a Perſon who we defired \ 
ſbon'd walne tbe _ lnnccence and * 


Manline ſs of a Country one. We | | 
bawe too great a Kindneſs for | | 


our Relations, to deſire that they 
ſbould 1bat way aſpire t» be He- 
roes; but that they ſhould rather | 
reſerve themſelves for fairer oc- © 
caſcons of acquiring glory. Our 


rural Affairs, and Innocence, \. 


afford * 
| 
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To the Reader. 


' | afford us that Imployment, that 


we are #0t at leaſure to mind the 


| Towns Treatment of us ; and if 


we might in the Country but be 
jr * from che Communication of 


their Vices, we ſhould eafily re- 
fo on them "al our pretences to 


; their Renown ond Pleaſures: 


"Tis not an Envy of their Gran- 
dures, tranſports us to make re- 
marks on their way of Living, 
nor their Drolleries on us, that 
Excite us to Revenge, they are 
an unequal match for us to encouns 
ter ; one Stab of a Sonnet,would 
be mortal tothe little Senſe we 
bave acquired ; and we only Re» 
monſirgte to others, and not pre- 


v ſame to find Errours in ſuch /a: 


| 
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To the Reader; 

Editions of their great Capact- 
ties, And we beſides, know 
the vanity of affronting the Dare 
lings of Fame ; and we rather 
fit down with a ſubmiſſuon 10 the 
{ Capricio of ber Phancy, than 
endeavour to Reclaime her Femi- 
niae Humour : We would pre- 
went ber from Aggrandizing any 
of- our Friends with favours 
| aporſe then Infamy; and we wiſo 

fo well to her Heroes, that they 
| way Trinmph alone in their exceſi 
of Felicity : Tet if there ſbould. 
come 4 time that ſbe might diſ= | 
card them, we deſire not to flep ,. 
{ into their Fortune ; aud only wiſh 
that they who n-ut ſhare in hev 
| efteem, moy be the Authors of s: 


wore | 
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Tothe Reader. 


| more Benefits, and good Offices 


to Mankind, 'then ber preſent 
Minions bave-been But if ſhe 


contirmes in the ſame humonr, we 


canon but pity thoſe who come 


after us, that will through the 
Miſts of fo much Vanity, ſee leſs 
clearly the Glory anil Renown of 
former Ages ; and feel at a great- 
er diſtance, a leſs force from that 
Emulation, 

I do not ſpeak this, as if the 
Town were no abundantly fſur- 
niſhed with Perſons of both Sexes, 
that are Excellent in their 
Generations both for Underſtands 
ing, good Government, and Vir- 
tne 3 but Still thee fair Endows» 
ments are rather Bleſſings to 

them- 


| 


| 


To the Reader. 


pbemſelves, then Examples to 0 
thers, for they live private 10 
their own Conſciences, whereas | 
Vice and Vanity walk bare-fa- | 
ced; and the Mode and Humour | 
of the Times ( bow corrupted ſo 
ever) poſſeth for the Standard of 


Wit and good Company. 


| 
| ( t) 
0 | ÞeSE:RUPEER:Þ 


DI S&T was,Sir, both with 
a Ti, rouble and far: 
| Sh prize, that I recei. 
VOID ved from myLady, 
yur rclolutions of going to 
nd ſome years in Loxdon;and 
that,not only — the com- 
paſſion I have, for the affligion 
you will thereby bring to ſo 
—| affeQionate and tender a Mo- 
ther.; but allo areal pity, ro 
ſce you expole —— of (0 
much Innocence and Virtue; 
[4 


to the ravenous and devouring 
Vicesof the Town. I know by 

Q a long experience in that place 
that 


(2) 


7 that the life of a young Gentle. | 


| man, led there,. is for the grea- 


7 ter part Vicious, Sottiſh, and 


| Prophane, and not only de- 
generated below the precepts 


| ofanciene gallanery and-geye- | 


} rolity ; but beneath: thae prn- 
# dence,fobriety, and diſcretion, 
which oughtco be found in all 
F who: pretend to Man-liood, 


from the: bordering Nations; 
!! has. now out«done them; and 


{| by its over-apeing Humonr, 


| exceeded the pat"ern of ity 
! crimes ; whilſt France formet- 
! ly eſteemed che moſt fanta- 
! ſick Country-of the Univerſe; 

has of. late reſcued it fe}f from 


ſome 


—Y, 


Englaizd,that firſt took ies Vices 
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. « that careleſs and; undeſigning 


St 


| ſome of its Follies , and be- 


þ4 


queath'd to us thoſe Vices of 
which it 1s now grown 
aſham'd , and we are became 
the more trifling and Effe- 
minate Nation of the two, 
and the place you go to vilic, 
is the Intoxicated and giddy 
head of all theſe Vanities. The 
Education you. have hithertg- 
bad amongſt your Friends, has 
been ag;ceable to the Ancient 
Precepts of Nobleneſs, Gene- 
rolity, and Virtue, but when 
you come ta the Town, you 
muſt be told that theſe things 
are ſet Formalitiecs, and out 
of Mode. and not ſuitable to. 


Way: 


(4 ) | 
way of Living now in uſe; 
careleſs and undeſigned with a 
witneſs! Which owes its Ept- | 
thites to the negle& of all Vir- 
rue, and the blind Impetnoſi- 
ty of Humour : Their way of 
Living is now removed out of 
the Road hedg'd in by the prur | 
| dence and juſtice of our An- | 
ceſtors; and acknowledges no , 
| -conrſe Inglorious and Irre- | 

| gular : The admired' Wir to 
Y which they pretend, and in 
| which they ſo much triumph, 
1s of ſo hot a mettle, that it 
has leap'd the Fence of Ages, 
7 and takes its wild carrear over 
| all the Inclolures of the Uni- 
| verſe; -and-# is now: on (o + 


fierce 


{ 
( 
| 
| 
| 
| 


"(9 
fierce a ſpeed, that where it 
wall ftop, even Aſtrology 
cannot aſſure 'us: Our Ance» 
ſtors deſery'd the fame of a 
better management, who 
conſidered equally, their own 
fatisfaHion, and the good of 
the world, and in that pra- 
Giſed a moderation , which 
freed humane Afﬀairs from 
thoſe inconveniencies and ſars: 
teirs they ſuffer from- their 
Children. To be ſerious and 
to be wiſe, was a Reputation 
great enough to them, and 
they covered not the triumphs 


T reap'd from the heights of 


Frenzy and Madne(s : 'The 


: Town was then a place of bet- 


cer 


(6) 


ter Education, and its convyers 


ſation was Manly, accompliſht | 


| C 


1 


and innocent ; and: a Gallant | Y 


then viſiting the -Countrey, | 


[ 


came furniſht with ſomething | © 


more excellent than a bundle 


of Sonnets, bringing with him, 
from the 'Fountain of the re- | 
tinedſt Converſation, a richer | 
ſence than was ſung at the cor. | 
ner of every ſtreet: Yet this is | 
the advantage they commu- | 


nicate to us now, affording us 
only the knowledg of thoſe 
trifling things , which we e+ 
ſteem our felicity to be with|! 
out; whilſt yet they are'plea- 
ſed to value themlelyes highly 
on ſuch 2 ſufficiency, and eo 


deſpile | 


\ 
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er- | deſpiſe us for being defe&ive 
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| in thoſe accompliſhments ; and 
| yet theſe Gentlemen thirſt af- 
ter the fame of Heroes, and ex- 


traordinary men. The real ad. 
vantages then which you pro” 
pole to your (elf, Sir, are no- 


| thivg important in that ſort of 


life, whilſt the inconvediencies 
will be very confiderable : kt 


' is neceſſary you ſhould think 
| on what you abandon in quit- 


ting the Countrey, which yet 
are advantagious things, if you 
will put your ſelf tothe trouble 
of reflecting on them. 

You have juſt reaſon to be- 
lieve, and you have the vogue 


to | of the world, to concur with 


you 


(8) 
you in ſuch an opinion; that} | 
all che Accompliſhments of! ; 
Woman: kind, are to be found 
in your excellent Mother; her 
great Wit, her Prudence, her 
port and manner of living, ,ren- 
dring her ſelf, and her houſe 
molt confi derable. And though 
there is uſually that awe im- 


Printed on us by the feverity 


of Education, as makes us des 


fire to ſpend our Youth far | 
from our Parents out of a love | 
of Childiſh Liberty and Frol- 
licks; yet my Ladies carriage | 
to you, has ſtill been attended 
with that {wcetn-1s, and pru- 


dence , as perfealy to over- | 
come an unpleaſant Obſequi- 


oulneſ(s 


þ 


(9) 


= ouſneſs in you: It is true her 
or diſcretion would not permit 


her to indulge you in any vici- 
h l ous Liberties, like thoſe fond 
*1/ and imprudent Mothers, who 
| think they cannot ſhew their 
Love enough to an only Son, 
unlels they comply with all 
their extravagancies ; and con- 
le. fider them always as Children 
x £] that muſt have their wills, fo 
| looſing betimes that Authori- 

"© | ty, and Reſpe&, which the 
| U-educated Boy has never af- 

7 | ter Grace enovgh to acknow- 
\ ledg: And then, like ſome 

ah * ſort of Lovers, they pleaſe 
.* | themſelves in their own kind- 


| neſs; and in ſupporting the 
fe neglegs 


( io) 

negleds of their children, with 
a patience truly a reproach 'to 
their dignity and duty : My 
Lady has lovd your accotn- 
plſhmenes in Virtue, and ex* 
cellent qualities too well, to 
permit you an extravagant Li. 
berty.; but yet (he did theſe 
things, with 2 ſweetneſs and 
an air, that demonſtrated at 
| the ſame time the pleaſure 
of 'her Conduct. She confi» 
dered that you were her only 
Son,” but yet ſhe did not from 
ſuch a refletion, become pre- 
ſently of the Opinion, that 
ſhe: - could not 'appear Fond | 
enough of you, nor with too 
much freedom let you know 

| the 


(1) 

h | the pleaſure ſhe took-im you; 
.o | but with greater Wiſdom and 
y Generoſity, ſhe thought it her 
1. | duty, 'to endeavour to 'make 
.. | appear in you, the Virtueand 
o | the "Hopes of many Sons; 
; | well knowing, ' that a wild 
@ | Liberty (uſually the effe& of 
4 | a declared fondneſs) would 
it | have been the Reproach of 
; your Family and -of her Con- 
3, | dut:. And'that it-wonld have 
y been 'worlſe''to have! you live 
n | with {o mach Tnfamy, * (what 
... | ever the Age may diſcourſe to 
it | the contrary )-than to bury 
d | yohu mth the univerſal Conr 
> | Paſſion and Grief, pail to the 
o 

e 


death of a hopeful Gentleman, 
More» 


RED ) 4 
More6ver ſhe cenlidered, that o 
a Motheris:a ſtranger afſum- | L 
ed into a Family ,” and that | c: 
ſhe is on that ſcore to diſcharge | w 
the truſt ſhe-ſtands. obliged in« be 
to that Race ; ſhes. not iq 
Gratifie her particulge Fand- | le 
nels, 'þut-.to-Gavern hewSelf | ta 
by the Glory and the Intereſt | he 
of a Name : So'that any juſt! la 
ſevenity in.a' Mother, is not þ m 
to be: looked upon as her pe- | (h 
culiar -Reſentments,; but: her | th 
reſpect to.that Dixyſhe ftands | th 
obliged to perform. I remind | Pl 
you; of all. this, Sir, becauſe | 
you are Now Arrived to an Age | 
of - conſideration, 'and :to/in-| tit 
vite you torcfle& on the grand | di 


obligations! 
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/ (13) 

obligations you: have to my 
Lady, for her manner of Edu- 
cating you, in 'which you 
will tce a little ingratitude, in 
being- oppofite - ro. her deſires 
4" 4 you ' with her ; 
let rhe Humoriſts of this Age 
talk what they pleaſe, of the 
height of” Spiric, and the gal- 
lantry of ideſpifing the Regi- 
{ mentof a Mother; they muſt 
ſhow us a greater Advantage 
they make of that Liberty, 
than lying perpetually in 
Play-bouſes, Taverns, and 
Whore-houles, before we can 


agree to their extravagant len- 


timents : Neither is it my La- 


dies fondneſs of keeping you 
wt: 


(14) 

with ber, ſo much as her fear 
of having you Debauchc, 
which now perplexes her ; 
ſhe would willingly ſpare you 
for any glorious or advanta* 
uu adventures; if it were 
or the fervice of your Prince, 
or the defence of your Coun 
try, ſhe would bluſh to with» 
hold you from purſuing ſuch 
noble caterprizes, and ſhe had 
rather looſe you to the world, 
than to your Virtue, and the 
true glory of your Anceſtors : 
But ſhe ſears the Vices of the 
Town, more than the Arms 
of an Enemy ; and the ſlavery 
of thole Humours, worſe 
than the Fetters of a Con- 

querour. 
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(15) 

ar } querour. She would rejoye 
T3} to ſee you ſtick freſh Laurels 
F3] in the Garlands of your Anas 
wrt, ceſtors, and ſhe woald freely 
Abandon you to thoſe Fields 
re] where you might pather 
©, | them; but what Bayes you 
n+} arc like to purchale in Town, 
b-.| or what perfections you are 
ch ' like to learn there, which 
may be truly enobling to a 
Gentleman , cannot poſſibly 
nc | be made appear to her, Bur, 
S*| Sit, if you believe that all 
he| this ſtands on a Childiſh pun= 
ns | Qilio of gratitude, and a fond. 
'Y-| nels of your Parent, that 
4C | would make you Ridiculous 
n- | to the Heroes of this Age; 
Ir. | B 2 you 


—— 


(16) 
you will find other things ca» 
pable of detaining you in the 
Country. 

It is agreed by all, that, 
though Converſation is a great 
Felicity, and Solace to Hu- 
mane Nature, yet that a life 
partly of that, and partly of 


leiſure and retiredneſs, is moſt | 


ſuitable to the Aﬀairs and In- 
tereſts of men, 1 ſpeak not 
this ( though I very well 
might) upon the account of 
what we owe to Religion; 
and we have found many of 
the greateſt Monarchs, . and 
the Adminiſtrators of Regal 
Attairs, when they came to 
ce, to complain of the Hur- 
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ro | 
he | currences, that kept them 
' from conſidering any thing of 


| 


/ 


(17) 
ry and the Buſtle of thoſe oc+ 


a life, to which all the Inte. 
reſts of this appear but a ſha 
dow, and nothing, I fay, 1 
ſhall not ſo much preſent you 
with this, as thoſe real ad- 


| Vantages that occur to the aC- 


compliſhment of men,by a due 
leiſure and ſerenity : 1 know 
that Philoſophy, is fo far out 
of credit in this Age, that if I 
ſhould prelent you with any 
thing out of that old profeſli- 
on, you would fo far com- 
ply with the preſent Humour, 
as to deſpile me for a Pedant : 
But I hope that a juſt reaſon, 

B 3 1s 


(18) 


is not at the ſame time Oblt. 


ged to ſfuifer by the Janty non- | 


ſence of the Town. 


As our thoughts are the firſt | 


Images of our Actions, fo 
after they have lived in that 
condition, and been perfeR- 


ed by them, the fading beings, | 


fall back again to the Root 
from whence they grew; 


where like our ſeparated | 


minds, they live in. pleaſure, 
or in pain; the delight, or 
torment of RefleQions, being 
the Manes of p:{t AQions, 


And without doubt, many of | 


the greateſt performances of 
the world, were as much di- 
reged to the pleaſures of re- 

membrance, 
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(19) 
membrance, as they were to 
the pleaſures of ation. We 


| fin in che Empire of Rowe, 
| how many prodigious difh- 


culties, dangers, and toils were 
overcome by their Captains, 
only for the Fame and Glory 
of Triumph; ic cannot be 
imagined, that the Luſtres of 
a day, could become a luffici- 


- ent motive to ſuch painful 


AGions ; but there muſt be a 
great deal aſciibed to the 
contentment of conſidering it 
before it Arrived, and the 
proſped of thoſe pleaſant Re- 
flections, that might be made 
when it was paſt, which were 
without doubt, as confidera- 

B 4 ble 
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ble, as were found in thea cs 


clamations of Rome, and the | 
Chariot of Triumphs : And 


the Retirements of many far 
mous Men, from the noiſe 
of thole Aﬀairs, i in which they 
had lived, might be in ſome, 
tor the pleaſures of Reflecting 
on what was paſt: And thongh 
the deprees of ſuch Felicities, 
arte injoyed ' only by thoſe, 
who have had the ſame pro- 
portion of generous Enter- 
prizes, yet the Young, and 
Unexperrenced, are not whol- 
ly deſtitute of ſuch a pleaſure, 
the Reviews of their own vic- 
tuous Actions, may give them 
content ; ſince all things of 
this 


———— 
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this Nature, are meaſured by 


| the Capacity, and the extent 
| of he 


nowledg; and he 1s 
happy in a little, that has not 
the Idzas of greater to con- 
verſe with. Beſides , there 
is the great delight, of feeing 
former Apes in the Glaſſes of 
Hiſtory : A proſpeR that allo 
inſtructs at the ſame time that 


; it pleaſes: There we may be- 


hold the beginning, flouriſh» 
ing and fading of Kingdoms 3 
the riſe, and tall of Illuſtrious 
Perſonages ; the TranſaQtions, 
Occurrences, and Intrigues of 
all Nations and Aﬀeaairs, ap» 
pearing in the Oratory, and 
Remarques of fome men, 

B 5 with 
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with a. greater pleaſure than | 
the proipe& of ſuch things 
could poſlibly have given us, 
AQion 1s but rude and imper- 
fe& in reſpe& of the Beauty, 
and Life it receives from the | 
Accounts and Imbellifhmenes 
of Hiſtory; and we may eaſi- 
ly fee more of a paſt Age, in 
the Memoires are tranſcutted | 
of it, than we can of the pre- / 
ſent by having an intereſt in 
fome of its Actions : He that 
fands on high, takes a more 
| perfe& account of an agree» 
| able ſhow, than he that makes | 
/ one of the Train: Nay, I \ 
| will venture to. (ay further, 
| that though there wants the | 
| AGions | 


(23) 
ARion, and the Life, yet there 
is in this, the pleaſures of the 
beſt converſation; which is : 
Divertiſement, and Inſtructi- 
on : What can more pleaſe us, 
than to underſtand, how ſome 
men, from an obſcure begin- 
ning, have reach'd all the- 
heights of glory and renown : 
And how others again, born : | 


with the greateſt pretences, 


have through variety of For- 
tanes, deſcended down to the : 
loweſt conditions of men : -} 
To read the divers adventures | 
of Courage, Beauty, and Wit; | 
and through how many ſcenes | 
of various Aﬀions, they have | 
conducted ! their Pretenders. | 

To 
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i} Toobſerve how many Obſta- 
# cles have been overcome by 
# a perſcvering Ambition , and 


yet at the lame time, how 
the ſhock of a ſlight accident, 
has overthrown the Induſtry 
of many years. : To perceive 


the ſucceſs of an Intrrgue, | 


walking with a Maſque in in- 


' quiſitive Courts; which yet 


the Dexterity and Art of the 


| ConduRtor, conveys unknown 
| through all the Examiners. 


He that obſerves diligently , 


| will find a /great delight, in 


perceiving how ſome vaſt 


| Empire, has at firſt, (like 


budding Flowers) ſprung out 
of the Earth 3 when being 
continually 


Oe 0s 9 Oy oY” 


(25) 
continually bleſſed with the 
Sun-ſhine of © Succels, and 
watered with freſh and vigor 
rons Counſels, it has ſpread 
it (elf in ſo vaſt a Dominion, 
as to ſhade all the Neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms ; when at the 


| ſame time, ſome petty Cabal, 
(like little worms at the root) 


bring a Layguiſhment and Fa. 


{ ding aver all its glories. Net. 
' ther do theſe Studies inſtrudt 


at a lels rate than they. delight : 


| they enable us to give a ju- 


dicious Opinion. of preſent 
TranſaQtions; they fall the 
mind with the moſt excellent 
and generous Idzas; and they 


| become moreover the true 


admo- 


( 26) 
admomſhers of the frailty of | ke 
all. Tholc, Sir, who Cele- | 0 
brate perpetual Adion, and | d 
reproach ſtady, with drowſi- | ti 
nels and idle. floth, ought | t 
themſelves to be exerciſed in | © 
very advantagious Bufinels, | V 

\ fince he that does nothing to | I 
the purpoſe, either of his . £ 
own Virtue, or the advan« $ 
rages of Mankind, is guilty ' 
of a greater Idleneſs than the 
imperial Fly-catcher could ! 
be reproached with. Ie is *t 
ſtudy that is the beſt Princi- 
ple of Converſation; with. , ! 
oue which, it cannot be fur- | © 
niſhed with a juſt Capacity | 
to- pleale; 'tis ſtrange ro ob- | { 

ſerve 


oe 

1 
| 

Yy | 


| 
| 
- 
' 
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' ferve, how theſe great men 


of Action, talk with a conh- 
dence equal tro their Igno- 
rance; who underſtand no. 
thing but what is uttered in 
the Company they keep . 


| where their faithful Memo. 
| ries, preſerve all new and 
. gentile words, but their dark 


Souls penetrate nothing into 
the worth of the Harangue , 
which makes them perpetual- 
ly bupt for Company , becauſe 
they know not what to do 
when-they are alone; except. 
it be to-praQiſe a new Dance, 


” ar a modiſh Bow ; all the 


buſineſs this Perion has with 
touner Ages, is todamn their 
old 


(28) 


old faſhions, whilſt he extra- | or 
vagantly celebrates the eaſi. | vi 
neſs of the new Garniture: | yi 
He that pretends to underltand-| 0/ 
any thing beyond it, (in the 
opinion of moſt ofxhem) is an | bl 
afteted Pedant and of a rough | hy 
and unpoliſht Converſation. | h: 
I write nat this, Sir, as if I 
lov'd a noiſe of Learning, and 
laboured Diſcourſes; bur it is 
neceflary a Gentleman ſhould | 
underſtand {omething above | { 
the Brecches. p 

If we paſs from this point, | B 
| Sir, to the Divertiſements of h 
q - the Countrey, you will find | y 
| them Innocent and Manly, | © 
and much for the preſervati- | c 

on 


d 


(29) 


| on of your health, and the 


vigour of your mind; when 
you delight in the fiercenefs 


{ofa Horle , and. purſue the 


Deer, you are buficd 1n a no» 
bler courle, than if you were 
hunting a little Wench. You 
have beſides variety of other 
Sports, along the beautiful 
foot-cloaths of Nature : And 


is | when you are wearied with 
d | them, you will ſpend more 


' 
e | 


” 
3 


lweetly the moments of re- 
pole; though you went to 
Bed, without the triumphs of 


f | having worſted the Watch in 
d | your return 'from a Tavern, 


3 


7 


2 


or of having at the head of a 
couple: of Foot-boys, brave» 


ly 


(39) 
ly attacqu'd a Troop of Glas. | me 
windows, that ſtood: imbat» | foc 
teled as you paſt to your lodg- | 1 
ings ; or of having beat- up | an 
the Quarters of ſome Bawd, | Se 
who commanded a Squadron 
of Wenches. You will ſleep | wl 
well enough without the Me- | mi 
mory of ſuch Exploits, and | yo 
never mils their Idzas to form | co 
you glorious dreams : Inftead | as 
of them, you may have the | La 
ſatisfaQion not to have loſt a | (i 
good quantity of Guinies toa | La 
common Rook ; nor to have | tu 
plaid away a Lordſhip in an | in 
hour. In ſhort, Sir , here | ſid 
you have the beſt air, the moſt | yo 
manly divertiſements, the | ag 

moſt | 


(31) 
ts | moſt innocent (and yet not 
t* | fooliſh) company, which much 
g- | contribute to your Health, 
Ip | and the Feſtivitic of your 
d, | Sences. 
28 | There is one thing too, of 
ep | which it will be neceſſary to 
e- | mind you, and that is what 
d | you owe to Poſterity, and the 
m | continuance of your Family ; 
d i you are an only Son, my 
ie | Lady prefſes you to Marry'; 
a | ſhe has propoſed to you a 
a | Lady, [lluſtrious for her For- 
'© | tune, Beauty, and Youth; and 
n | in whoſe Converſation, (be- 
e | ſides the advantagiaus cffeQs ) 
t | you may meet with more 
' agreeable divertiſements, than 
in 


(32) | 
in the Carcſſes of thoſe 
whom you make love to with 
Money : Had not cuſtom 


made it gallantry in a Gen-{ 
tleman, it would have appear.| 


ed Ridiculous, to {pend a 
conſiderable part of a good 
Eſtate, upon her who perhaps 


W 


Jiles you in a Month or two;| 


and beſtows thoſe favours on 


another far inclination, which | 


ſhe forces her ſelf to allow to 
you for her Intereſt : Thiy 
is found in conſiderable 
Milſtreſſes of the Town, 
though the Vanity and Self 
flattery of ſome men is fo 
great, as to make them believe 


there is that power in their! 


worth 


(33) 


' Worth and Careflſes as to 


Conquer the Soveraignty of 


Fancy ; and is it not then, Sir, 


n-{ more agreeable to a Manly 
-| temper, ( if there were'no 


virtue in the AQion to poſlcl(s 
in an innocent Conſort, that 
Sincerity, which 1s never to 


; be found in a Miſtreſs > Thoſe 


= 


who undervalue thoſe con- 


| tentments, ſhould at the ſame 


time ſhow their negle& of 
them in the whole Sex of 


\ Woman-kind ; but to hear the 


moſt efeminate and laſcivious 


It-! Age of the world, mock at 
| the virtuous felicity of Love, 


is a thing worthy of ſcorn 
and contempt. Moreover, 
your 


( 34) 


your reſolutions are to Marry, 


ro continue your Family, and 
1s it Not better to do it now, 
whilſt you are uncorrupted, | 
than to preſent to your Lady 
(of a Sweet and a Bloomin 

youth ) a Body haraſſed with 
vitious Loves, and perhaps, 
infected. with innumerable 
Diſtempers: This wi'l not 


only be an odious Ingratitude | 


to her, but a grand miſcarriage 


to Poſterity; who may through | 


ſome Generations, feel the 
{mart of your Vices. 


a 


In fine, Sir, the juſt care of! 


your Eſtate, ought to have | by 
ſome place 1n your Reſoluti-| pu 
ons. A young Gentleman ' fo 


whole 


of 


ve 
t1- 
an 
ole 
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| whoſe prudent Father has lefe 
him a round Summ of ready 
Money, thinks he- is obliged, 


d. | by that fort of renure: belongs 


to ſuch an Eſtate, ro throw 
maſt of ic away extravagant- 
ly ; as if Nature had cſtabliſh'd 
thar neceſſary variety, that 
the Parent who lays up, muſt 
have a Son to ſpend it : Me- 
| thinks it is ſo pleaſanr a ſigh, 
to {ce a young Gentleman re- 
wr home to his Country, 
after ſome years ſpent in the 
Town, with one third of his 
| Eſtate cut off, or impounded 
by the Scrivener , and all the 
purchaſe he has made, with 
' fo tair a portion of Fortune, is 


but 


(3s) 


but a couple of Songs, or a 
French Dance ; a contident 
affe&ation to Swear - without 
fear or wit, or to deſpiſe thoſe 
who cannot name ſo many 
conſiderable Whores in the 
Townas himſelf. We have, 
Sir, often been run down with 
theſe bluſtring. HeQors, who 


think, that the modiſh Non» 


ſenſe which they bring from} 


London, ſhould be more valued, 
than -the civility and agree-« 
ableneſs of rural converſation. 


But we ſhall find caough of 
this ſort of Ga'lantry, inexa- 


mining 'the pleaſures and en-/ 


tettainments of the Town, 
Well chen, Sir, if you neg- 
| led, 


(37) 
le& theſe /.confiderations, we 
will ſce'what:there is in that 
Town: {o- much. to. be doted 
on; When, ,you come. facſt 
thither,| you will find your 
ſeli-an a little diſtreſs ; becauſe 
though. you may poſlibly, 
underſtand as much of true 
ſerice, and good brecding as 
moſt of them, yet. you wil| 
be at a loſs, becaule the Fa. 
{hion there conſiſts not in any 
thing that is. real, but in odd 
Terms, and fantaſtick Idzas; 


| iv. a;round,,of words, and 
-| ſtrange PunGiilio's of ation : 


certain it 15, that all things we 


do, are ſhaped by thoſe Idzas 


eg') and Images that have the al- 


led, 


C cendant 


(38) 
cendant- of our minds; and 
all our good, as well-as /'iltf 
Actions are agrecable to ſuch 
1dzas; fo that you muſt dili- | 
genly compare thoſe” with 
which you are now furniſhed, 
with them that Govern the * 
Gallants of the Town. You 
have hitherto believed, that 
your Liberality and Munih- 
cences your fincerity to your 
Friend, the civility and {weet- 
neſs of the addreſs, with your 
Moderation and Juſtice, were 
moſt excellent qualities in a 
Gentleman; you have ac 
cordinply lived to them, and 
have in their pratice obtained 
an obtained love and eltcem; 
but 
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but with your pardon, Sir, 
you muſt believe other things 
to be more Excellent, or at 
leaſt ſtrangely Regulate theſe, 
or paſs for nothing confidet- 
able with thoſe Magni'iico's. 
If when you come into com- 
pany , you are not able to 
give a piercing Judgment of 
fome admirable paſſage inthe 
Pre!oguc of the laſt Play; 
if you cannot Diſcourſe on. 


| the . Intrigues of famous 


Wenches, and deliver your 
own amorous atchievments in 
the blunteſt la(civious terms; | 
it you cannot mock at Virtue 


and Prudence with a Mene of 3% 


Scorn and Contempt, you |} 
C 2 will \ 


(49) 
will not be able tro keep com. 
pany with':thoſe Heroes. Ir 
is true, there are ſome Jun. 
toes of Gallan's, that will 
admit you: of rheir Society; 
if you can but Diſcourle tol - 
lerably of good Wine, of 
dreflſing,and the Mode of your 
Habiliments; if you can de- 
liver a pretty good judgment 
| of a new Tune, ora French 
| Dance; if you will be acom- 
4 panion with them at a Play, 


{| andattheother divertilement, 
| of their lives, whichare Wo- 


' men and Wine; if you are | 


| able to do thoſe things, you 
'| are accompliſhe enough for 
|| them, and they require not 


of 
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of a Nowitiate (o great a Capa- 
city, and ſuch mighty under. 
takings as the grander Socie- 
tics; for they penetrate into 
nothing more deſperate than 
the outſide; nor cov<t a high- 
er Fame, than of ( as they 
call it) honeſt and good nz- 
tured Gentlemen. Burt you 
muſt nor live {o peaceably in 
the ſociety of the other, they 
are men that are Ruled by 


the Idzas of great and gene» | 


rous ations : [It is true, Elo- 
quence is part of their buſi” 
neſs, but yer it is inferiour to 
their Love of Arms, It is con- 
tefſed that they are men of 


Wit enough, and ir is nor 


C 3 to 


| 


(42) 
to be dented bue that there 
is great generoſity in them ; 
for they pretend to Value 
Perſons for their Worth, 
and hate a Fop, though he 
ſpreads himſelf in a great ma- 
ny Titles, or ſtands mounted 
on half a ſcore Mannors; 
they are curteous and oblt- 
ging to their Infteriours, de+ 
{1ring no Ceremonies to be 
paid to their Acquirements; 
and Grandeur, ſhewing as 
little to thoſe who expe ie 
they are always in Humour ; 
and in ſhort, if they were 
not fo fatally corrupted, they 
are peifetly Pragiſed in 
all the Arcs of the moſt ob- 


liging 
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liging Converſations. Thus 
far they have drawn Virtue 
right, and hicherto they have 
merited the glory of extraore 
dinary men ; but yet, though 
they have given Society fo de> 
licate a ſhape, they have yer 
put to it a Face truly ugly and 
hourid : Nay; there are found 
among. theſe men, the moſt 
fatil Roipers of ſa many ex- 
cel/ent qualities which che 
World laments the Loſz of ; 
neither; have they been ſatil- 
fied with their. own liberties, 
but a ſtrange Ambition tran(- 
ports them, to give Laws to 


the [niverſe, and to over 


_ ) tura the old Regiment ſocie- 


C 4 ty : 


(44) 
ty: Ifind celebrated in a late 
Printed Diſcoule , the ſufh- 
ciency of an excellent Poet, 
to inſtru& Mankind in the 
molt important ; porars "they 
ought to believe! whillt at 
the ſame time, 'the Aathor 
mocks at 'the 'dullneſs of a 
heavy and Phlcgmatick 
Gown-man!y'ias beings Unea- 


pable of ſucho a 'ratk/;/ | but | 


though people may ' make 
ſuch chings the-ſubject of their 
Difcourle, yet'I did not ima- 


gine any neceſlity.of telling it | 
' to' the World, becauſe ' ro. 
make good ſuch 'pretences, | 


they muſt excel. the endea> 
vours of imany Ages/;/! and 


practiſe 
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pratiſe an induſtry that 
agrees not with their plea» 
ſures. I muſt confels 1 was 
a lirtle ſurprized at this paſs 
ſage, not only as it ſhewed a 
ſtrange negle& of all others, 
but che Poets; but alſo, asic 
was an attempt of great Va- 
nity to lefſen_ the. reſpeR. is 
pa'd to diſtinguiſhing Profeſ- 
ſhons. We wi'l allow them 
to be adored by their own So- 
ciety, but they cannot eafi* 
ly overcome the Sentiment 
of Mankind : 1tis yet a pret= 
ty Self flattery that we find 
amongſt ſome men, who, be- 
lieve that the Afﬀairs of ' the 
Univerſe, are ſo trifling and ſo 

C5 much 
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much at ' leiſure, as to ſtop 
themſelves to take a concerns & 
ment in their affeCtations : He | 
replied handſomly and {mart- 
ly, on the great bur aftcced 
.Otator of Kome who de mand. 
edot him (mecting him in his 
return home _) what was the 
Vogue. of Rome concerning 
him, and his management of * 
"affairs; ro whom he anſwered, | 
Where haſt thou bcen al! this | 
while, O Tally ? Intimating by | 
that feigned Ignorance, that | 
Rome was a place fo continu» 
ally crouded with glorious ” 
Oceurrences, that the worth 
and the ſafficcency of one 
man, Was but like an undi- 
ſtinguiſhed 


(47) 
ſtingyiſbed drop, in that bright 


bil» of noble ARjons 5 lo. 


whilſt the World+tinds the 
bench ofats preſent regiment, 


it 45. not at-.Jeiſure to liſten to: 


what 1s cftcred it to the cop- 
zrary though with the greatelt 
Eloquence , and Art. Bat, 


$r, tknpw not how to diſmils. 


this Subze& with theſe ſhort 
Remarquesz and 1 muſt” cn- 
tertain.you a little longer up« 
on it. The Age has alceady 
allowed them che Ticle of 
Excellent, and they might 


bave ſpared it in their own | 
writipgs: Had any but onc of | 


themſeives, practiſed that odd | 


it of: Civility, of ſhewing 


their 


{ 
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| What they miy' do' tor the 


(48) 


their Readers the way! to the | 


appartmenrs of 'their- worth | 
and merit, they had immes 
diately been conveycd to the 
Stage, and there leverely laſht 
in Comedy. Bur all things 
are handſome in 'thoſe we 
admire ; b:ſides ir is tound, 
that'ſoch a ſore of aſſirance, 
has a peculiar pleaſing addreſs; 
whilſt'Modeſty ſits behind all 
the Careſſes of this Age. 
They would raiſe Poeſte, 


| (eſpecially Dratmaticque:) to 


that perfeQtion, as to be ca+ 
pable of Governing all the 
Generous,Noble, and Accom- 
pliſht thoughts of Mankind 5 


time 


el 
[£ 
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(49) 
time'to'cote,” I am not able 
eo ſay; bur what they. have 
already performed, '' comes 
ſhort of the Juſtice -of ſach 
pretences, '- How mitcly their 
Arr, reckoning them Drama. 
ticques, (for ander that Cha: 
racer th'y love to be eſteem: 
ed). has been rather an incon- 
venierſce. than an advantage to 
the world, any of their heavy 
Corrivals may make it appear. 
And fince they- are become 
the Idolators-of the Heathen 
Virtue, we may ſee how un 
capable they are of the Con- 
dut of Nations, only proe 
eſfing Virrue. Let them tell 


© w,'ihey pleaſe, what __ 


(50) 
of Romene bravery were ith} | 
ſpiced from the Stage ; orag| ,; 
what menjorable times, heir o 
glorious Eagles took cheix | 1 
flights by;the ty)es of a Dra; g 
ma:: Such eafie repreſentations 0 
were then, (as Farces are \, 
now in- France) for the Rout { 
and Plebeans, whoſe ignarance | 
-_ them -uncapable of + \ 
ing mare advantagioul] | 
. ocdons from the —_ | 
But the noble Yourh were 
continually perte&ing | in 
Fields,. or-in the other Aﬀaics | 
of the Common-wealth, the + 
Charafters of . manly glory ; 
in whigh :they acquired. and 
exerciied a Virene, tow bois 
ſtrous 


Ins 


" at 
Tali 


ce 
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Brous and robuſt for the: Poos 


tick Pen to manage 3 and if 
any of them built magnificene 
Theatres, it was only to be- 


| get an admiration of cheir 


greatneſs amongſt thole, who 
were unCapable of under- 
ſtanding the advantages and 
dignity of their Virtue. And 


” we remember moreover, that 


a great Captain was forced to 
ſhut up the Theatres of his 
Contederates, to oblige them 
to defend their Patrimonies, 
which yet they did like: men 
who had learn'd War from 
the Stage : And iuch things by 
the Witneſſes of all Records, 
had fever an [Univerſal love 

and 


(52) 

and cfteem, but in cfteminate | 
and crifling Ages. Bur to look 
nearer into their pretences;the 
great thing in winch they tri- 
umph, is an Heroick Play; 
which yer 1s 1mpertect in that 
Virtue of which they boaſt : 

They have made the three 
grand CharaQters of a Hero, 


'to :be Love, Honour, and * 


Friendſhip; but to what fan- 
taſtick heights they have raiſed 
theſe is apparent in their Po- 
ems. They have made Love 


| 
the 
of 


gi! 
- , 
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f 
| 


| 
| 
| 


to be thc hot paſlion of an 


hour 3 tried by Chymarical 
and oddexperiments ; unpra- 
Ricable to the World, and 
rather an Idza fit to miſguide 


the 


| 


(53) 
| the leiſure and the ſentiments 
ate | of -Youth, than capable of 
ook | oiving any juſt aſſiſtance ro 
the | the occaſions of Life : He that 
tle * rrerends to inſtruc, is not ro 
y 3 celebrate (the rhings chat hap* 
dat peri,-but the thinpsichat ought 
: 2 - Their ..Honour con- 
<C | fiſtsin an obſtinacy, to com- 
4 date Neceſſity and Time; in 
* caiitaining the fiery. ground 
n- of Fame; to vanquiſh Rea- 
QC | ſon and generoſity in the con- 
?* | temptot Life; gathering che 
© | [preading olory of 4\Hervinto 
4.2 fingle '/Pundidio. || This 15 
f their Honourg :as mich Chy« 
mericabas «their Love. Nei. 
t f tee 15: cheic! Friendfhipcieſs 
: | 
| 


3s idle, 


(54) 
idle, w!1lſt ic conſiſts in re-J 
ſigning an adored Miſtreſs ;|{ 
in becoming the confident of|,q; 
Amours, or a Knight Errand{; 
purſuicg the Capricio of an; 
other; a ſcruing up the cou-|je 
rage of a:Friend to thole fan-| y 
tatiick heights, where we can| ( 
dare-to- periſh with him, .1|þ 
cannot: imagine: whac -the| | 
World has te do- with : fach |, 
Idzas, only proper for thae |þ 
Elizinrs, fo much the Idol of 
their Poetry. Moreover; there | ; 
15 tobe oblerved the confuſt- | ; 
on and defe&ts in their Pre- | 
cepts :. - Poetick: Love ( ac* |; 
cording to the:Rules of their |; 
own Art) can happen co: Na $ 

Hero 


| Da 


(Wd 

N Te+{Hero but once in his life, and 
refs ;[prall the reſt ot his years he 
Nt of|jemains untaught , the Poct 
rrandl; erpoles critically whilſt he 
f an basan Amour in his head, but 
cou.| he abandons him unworthily, 
{a0-|yheg he ſhould perfect the 
* Can Charaters of higheſt glory - 
iT He teaches him to ſtrut and 
the/bluſter, and to ſpeak half 
ach |; dozen Verſes when he dies, 
thae |but he guid2s him not at all 
| of | n the Labyrinths of difficult 
Ire affairs, | He tells hinn what 15 
uſt true Honour , on the fanta» 
re-{fick-point he ſtands ; but he 
ac» |cunningly omits to guide his 
Elf | mimd on the bright craverles 


— 


na þof a publick good: He is buſſe 
| about 


(55) 
about Youth, whilſt the Re- 
gions of ke and of Ape 
are left wichour a Path, or 


any Track of Virtue a 1d Re-(d 


nown : When the Gallant js 
weary of Living like a Beaſt, 


when:he has finiſhed the Love 
and:the Atheiſm of his youth, 


the Poet has lefta dark ſpace! 


before him, without the light, 


of any precept or inſtruction. 
But all their Heroes muſt die 
when they are young, or live 
Ingloriouſly when they have 
finiſhed their youthful 1n- 


trigues. Beſides, were their! 


Heroick Virtue perfeQ&, it 
could concern but a few per- 


{ons in a | Nation, whilſt all 


the 


[th 


ap 


of 


(57 ) 


6 Rel he lefler Scholars muſt re- 


Jer» 


main untaught : What is lefc 


if they pretend to inſtruct by 
this, it mult be by che Rules 
ol contrary : Certainly never 
any that undertook fo impor=- 


rant a ConduR, dil. harged ir 
[with leſs generoſity and lide- 


ity. Andin fine, if we may 
judge of the cauſe by the 
effect, we ſhall hnd that man- 


[ner of cenlure very diſadvan- 
ſtagious to their Art; where 


are the Heroes they have fa. 


all bioned by their Precepts ? 
the 


What 


(58) 

What proofs do we receive «| þ 
thac Virtue with which theyl a1 
have inſpired them? I wid w 
we had no reaſon to complain| p, 
of the contrary, and that the! y, 
Groſlneſls of their Drama ye 
ticque Vices were not a bur; xr 
then heavie ta the World] 6 
inſtead of teaching them td x 
burn like Heroes, they have) 
made them love like Beaſts;} w 
and all the induſtry of the] x 
Scage, has helpt them to no- 
thing more refin'd in that pab| x 
ſion, than what is common] 4 
ro the Goat, and the Bulll » 
Ye mighty Dire&ors of our & 
Virtue! do ye not bluſh td þ 
ſee the dulnels of your Scho\ 
lars|| 


(59) 
ved. brs.2:-And lament to find (o: 
they] mach perverſenels,. in times 
wil! when there flouriſh ſuch able 
plain| Poets? You throw away 
t the! your glorious Precepes, whilſt 
amz|-yog xalk of Heroicknels, to 
bur/ an impertinent and proveling 
1d; Generation. Or is it, Sir, con- 
n (9 rrary'to their inclinations that 
have they write Heroick Poems; 
aſts;} whilſt a Poetick fury carries 
the] them to celebrate thole Idzas, 
 no-| which they repent of, and 
Pab| recant in a looſe Comedy : - 
moi] And without doubt they 'as 
Bull! well underſtand the Capacity 
our of the Age, as their own 
2 to humour -in ſuch Actions: If 
cho, they did net, they would 


ars never 


( 60) 
never talk fo unprofitably to 
them as they do; tor what 
benefit are they like to receive 
from ſuch trifling inſtrudti- 
ons, as correct writing with- 
out the prepoſition ar. the end 


of a Verſe, or the nicecics of 
Grammar, as if a Hero were: 
to ſpeak : with that exaGtnels, 
as if he ſtood in fear of a Firus' 


n 
tl 


a 


£ 


= 
1 
f 
| 


-—) 


\ 


la, Moreover, what is it of] ; 


moment 10 the infiruftion of 
this Age, whether Achilles drew 
his Whinyard at {gomemmon, 
or whether King 'do cndange- 
red with his, the home-ſpun 
Breeches of Godfry of Boloigne; 
what-Coes this fignifie to the 
Practical Virtue of Gentle 

men { 


\ 
| 


' 


| 


7 


\ 


(61) 
men { Thoſe who take upon 
them to form the Genius of 
an Age, are to conſider what 
-| iz uſeful, and like to occur, 
*| and they ought to decline 
| Idzas, that fly too high for 
practice and experience ; fach 
| Airy perfections, like Ro- 
' mances, may fill the Head 
' with Cbymera's; 5; but they can 
| il be the Direors of Attion, 
| Which is the Beauty and the 
| Life of Precepts. Beſides, 
all prudent managers. of pubs 
*| lique ſentiments, are to con- 
ſider, that in ſuch Draughts 
they muſt Exhibit to after 
times, what they will, admire 
te\ and 'tmitate, ar what they 
en D will 


( 62) 
will explode and (ſcorn ; for 
he is roo ſhort ſighted, who 
only accommodates his Pres | | 
cepts, to the caſie and the vi- | 
cious humaur of an Age, and | 
forms not that, which muſt i in. 
dure the ſhock of an impartial 
and ſevere Poſtcrity : And [| 
believe ſome of our Poets 
magine that the inconvenien- 
cies of their preſent inſtrudti- | | 
ons, will be fo ſenſibly pre- 
Judicial to the next Age, as to 
make them abhor the fatal 
Intrigues of this, who will | 
befides, have reaſon to mock 
at thoſe fleight draughts of | 
Virtue, and thoie airy thin 
perfeions » Which will be 

exceeded 


ww 
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for exceeded by the leaſt reality : 


vho | 
res | 


If they fay that this is not 
required 'from a, Poct whoſe 
part is to pleaſe ; we an{wer, 


| That it is from a Philoſopher, 


and from thoſe who pretend 


 todire& whole Generations, 
| And ſince they have raiſed 
| theirambition to the univerſal 
+ Monarchy of wit, it becomes 


them to invent a Regiment, 


| ſuitable to that CharaGer; 


and not expe& with a few 
Pocms to command all the 


| Regions of Learning. Or is 
' itnot ſo much their deſire. to 


rule, as to deſtroy ? 1s it their 
ambition, (like bis that burnt 
the Temple of Diana) to be 

D 2 known 


( 64) 


known the Authors of the | 


ranne of thoſe excellent princi- 


ples which ſo-many Apes have | 


? 
: 
[0 


honoured and revered; and to 
proſcribe all Virtue, Sobriety, 
and antienthonour;as'if'a man 


| 


were to Build his Reputation | 


on the quick/ands of: vicious 
and inglorious practices; e- 
ſteeming it a weakneſs worthy 
of reproach, to:be moderately 
wicked, or to Bopglc' at an 
Impiety, whoſe. degrees arc 
hardly to be matcht in Hell ? 
Some there are who by [uch 


prodigious accompliſhments, | 
having gotten great and ad- | 


mired Names, become the 
Patrons, and Darlings of the 


Youth, 


—_—— 
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the | Youth, who willingly Sacti- 


fice their early Virtue, their 


' Intereſts, and the repoſe of 


their Family, to their mighty 


| Reputations 3. and think it 


enough to make them wear 


| the Title of wits for ever, if 
| they but be admitted to drink, 


and ſwear, with their olorious 
Maſters. Bue I now grow 
weary, Sir, of taking a farther 


| account of Gack aRions, w hich 


yet they have not more fail'd 
in, than in the. principles of 
the beſt Prudence. And thoſe 


Who debauch and effeminate 


Nations, nay be pleaſing, but 
they can never be, Wiſe and 


he generous DireCtors : They ar- 


th, 


D 3 gue 
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gue firangely who attirm, that | 
It is neceſſary for ſome times | * 
to be laid ro ſleep, free from 
the thoughts of Virtue and 
Glory,thereby to bary faQion | 
and Sedition; fince nothing 
can be more the ſecurity and 
renown of juſt and: excellent 
Princes, than the Manlineſfs | 
and Gallantry of their Sub | 
jets. Moreover, it isa dou” | 
ble indiſcretion, to ſoften and 
charm our Youth with Luxu- | 
ries and Pleaſures, fo near the | 
beſt grounded Ambition of | 
Enrope'; ' degenerating the , 


L 
L 


antient Virtue of the Engliſh, | 

whilſt others are Brighening | 

and Illuſtrating of theirs : 
Thus | 


(67) 


that | Thus to miſguide fo conſiders 


mes 
rom 
and 


10n | 


Im 
and 
ent 


wels | 


able a part of the Univerle, 
only for the Fame of having 
the condud, is what an excel- 
lent Poet has no realon to glo* 
ryin; whom we muſt allow 
to excel in his way, though 
with no Juſtice to claim to his 
Art, the direQing of Ages. 


ab» | Neither can I imagine, what 


fhould tranſport them to al, 
ſume fo paintul a Dominion = 
over all the Provinces of 


| Learning ; 'tis not agrecable 
| tothe delicacy of their living, 


tobe troubled with the Afﬀairs 


| of fo vaſt an Empire: They 


had better leave it to that Ad- 
miniſtration under which if 


D 7 lies 
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hes, then appropriate it as the | 
ta5k of that vivacity and fan« 
cy, which like the Gallique , 
briskneſs is quickly tired. But 
I have kepr you too long, Sir, 
in this confideration ; I will 
lead you to the Converlation | 
which is .lometimes found 
amongſt thoſe perſons, whoſe 
pretences are ſo haughty-: | 
- And who live in great negle& | 
of their own Idzas; contra- | 
| dicting In their lives, what 
' . they magnifie and extol in 
* their Poctiy:. I will not fay | 
it of that Perſon whom we 
zuſt now mentioned.; but we | 
can too truly att m ic of many 
of that Art. ) 
The 


FW —_ aj" -— ” 
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| The firſt great Sabjet of 
, *0*\ their! Entertainments is A- 
Je) theiſm 3 which is not now 
"op owned with a bluſh, but on 
will the contrary, eſteemed a piece 
"In | of gallantry, and an«frect of 
wad that extraordinary Wit mn 
ofe which we pretend to excel 
., . | our Anceſtors: The great prin” 
<a - ciple of theſe Sentiments, is 
: | matter of ſirange Opinion - 
a ' about the Creation of the 
World ; fome'tollowing Ari= 
: ftot'e, others Epicurnws. Thoſe 
/ | 'who imagine that the World 
- did never begin, have took 
, | the belief from the imperious 
/ Stagerite; rather out of an 
unk nowing zdmiration of his 
D 5 Name, 
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name,than any juſt reaſon that 

has accompanied the aflenti- | 

'/ on: For to what reaſon can 
} irpretend, or how 1s it likely | 

T that the World was Eternal, 

' when the memory of all 
things are but of Yeſterday! 
( for to Ecernity, the ſmall 
portion of time Recorded, 

' merits no larger a name ) how 
has it come to paſs, that ſo 

many thouſands of Ages 
ſhould leave ne Records be-_ 

* hindthem,nor no Monuments 

of all they did, nor all they 
had defirn'd to do : the molt , 
* antient accounts that are pro. 
| duced , except by the Jews, 


—— ___ - —— 
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Ln mp rg—_ygg-— VIE - 


are the Theabaw War : and the * 
oreac 


(71 ) 
great Funerals of Troy, (adcti- 
ons of times eafily compa» 


ted:) And which 1f they are 


| not fabulous, they appear at 


leaſt ridiculous in the Records 
of the Poets. But how is it 
likely, thae Eternity ſhould 
be the Parent of nothing more 
antient, nor more conſidera* 
ble in that vaſt flux of Ages, 
many great Empires muſt - 
have role, flouriſht, and des 
clined;z many uſeful and ex- 
cellent Arts muſt have been 
invented, and practiſed ; and 
many juft, as-well as bloody 
Laws, muſt have been eſta» 
bliſht and executed, - Some | 
man-or other , - in {o! many 
X births, 


(72) 
births, muſt have been fo 
conſiderable for his Virtue, 
and his grand Actions, as to 
Jeave at leaſt his Name, and 
ſome dark ſtories of his deeds, 
from one Age to another, 
Some Tyrant for  Barbarous 
and Inhumane Cruelties, muſt 
have been {ſo odious and ſo 
'# much detcited, as to have 
if. left a hateful Memory and 
* Name toafter times: Bur the 
good, and the bad, have been 
equally forgotten; and nei- 
| ther Ambition, Greatneſs, Va» 
1 lour, Riches, nor Beauty, had 
1 then the advantages they have 
| fince acquired, of perpetu- 
way, the Memory of their 
| owners: 


(73) 


[ . 
owners: This great filence of 


all things, but what ſtand ſo 
near the preſent Ages, as a 
moſt convincing proof of the 
Worlds Creation, and of its 
Creation not very long ago. 
The other Opinion, though 


it is moſt Imbraced by this 


Generation, yet it is ſo Ridt® 


. culous, that a man of Reaſon 
| ſhould be aſhamed to own it, 


which affirms, that ſeveral 
Troops and Parti:3 of Atoms, 


| (raiſed firſt by an unknown 


Commiſſion) after they had 
rang'd the field of an infinite 
ſpace, did at laſt nnder the 
condu of Chance alone (for 
they allow no preater a cauſe 


co 


(74) | 
to have commanded in the; | 
morning of the Univerſe,)| ! 
Rendezvous in a molt glorious |-1 

| 


and beautiful World; thatho; 
many pleces of (uch admira. 
ble Workmanſhip , ſo many 
Bufineflcs, and lo many Of. 
fices, of the Beginning, Maine | 
| renance, and Preſervation of 
3 all the kinds of Life, had no + 
4 other caule but an undeſign- 
ing impetuous Chance : Yet 
this Opinion, as ridiculous as 
it 1s, 15 become the principle 
of their grandeſt | Debauch- 
ments; on which they Dif- , 
courſe with ſo much Liberty, 
and Bluntnels; as is the aſto- 
niſhment- of fcrioug Perſons. 
| But 


(75) 


) che Bue they <qually hate that 
ſe,)| Modeſty in Learning, which 


they do 'in Love; and they 
frive to have their Souls 
equa'ly Debaucht as their Bo= 
diesz hazarding the one in 
all opinions, as the other with 


| all ' Exploits. A Virtuous 


perſon how ever ought to be 


- careful of the innocence of his 
mind ; le{t there may , . nay 


there will come a time, when 
he muſt want thoſe tranquili- 
ties; Which is moreover, no 
Geight Admonition for our 
Wits, eſpecially ſince ſome of 
thew(like Caliznula)are Atheiſts 
only in fair weather. | 
Their next: great entertains 

| ment 


(76) 
ment is Marriage, which they 
treat moſt ingloriouſly , at- 
firming it to be the Clogg of 
generous mind:;and the great. 


tion of Heroes : They believe 
Mankind has ſuFered in no- 


thing more, than in the Re- | 


ſtraints and Captivities of 


eſt Impediment to the ambi- | 


b 
1 
( 
( 


| | 


Wedlock ; and that no free- | 


! dom ought to be more dear 


to his Nature, than wild and 
rambling Luſts. They think 


| | 


| - the World took ill advice, 


when it abridged it ſelf of fo 
ſweet a pleaſure, by yielding 
to an Inſtitution, that fo much 
dulls and b:ffles the Spirits; 
and 'though they are them- 

ſelyes 


. 
(] 


k 
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they | {elves the iſſue of thele Beds; 
af, | yet they cannot believe but 
g of their Conſtitution had been 
eat. | much more ſprightly and ge- 
\þj. | 2crour, it they had been born 
by a Miſtreſs; and that their 
no- | inclinations had been more 
Je. | flevatedand high to great un- 


dertakings : They believe that 


eve 


= without doubt, the Creſcents 
a + of the Ottomans, had before 


nd | now been fil!ed up with blood, 
nk | and ſaughters, if there had 
| been ſuch a generation born 
@ | into theſe parts of the World; 
' and that their Arms had ſuc- 
h | ceeded as fortunately as tholE 

of the Macedon What eveT 
" 4 wasthe belief of their Fathers, 
they 


(78) | 
they reſolve to give the World| pe 
the proofs of a better judg. | z, 
ment, and a braver Soul; |,, 
which makes them Scoff at| , 
Wedlock, priding themlſelva , , 
in thetr own freedom ; and ; 
with a ſco.nful pity, deſpiling | 
the Captives of that ſtate : | , 
they eſtecm no man ridiculous | , 
in the Town, but the votary | | 
of Matrimony ; and he that |, 
happens to be ſo of their own | , 
Fraternity, if he does not ſigh | , 
under that yuke,if he does not | 
curle the folly of his Nature, | 
that betrayed him to (o grand 
a flavery, they diſcard him as 
unfit for their Converſation : 
And indeed they have found + 

perſons 


| (79) 
Vorld| \«rſons ridiculous enough to 
JUC8: | jo as they would have them ; 
'oul; |, whom they repreſent, that 
if at | the ſighting of the pleaſures 
eva | of Marriage, 1s a greatnels of 
40d | $oul, thar ſcorns to be impor 
ling | {ed on; bur that the purſuing 
© : | varicty of Amours, is the pe« 
0Us | cvliar Guſto of a great Wir 
AY ' For that is a principle from 
hat | ghich they muſt not recede, 
WI | that all their Extravagancies, 
8h | fe not only the pleaſing of 
Of | their Humours, but in ſepara” 
'© | ble proots of extraordinary 
id , capacities : They mult believe 
iS  thatiit was an'effe@ of their 
'* | Finene(s and Dexterity, to 
- * bring Wenching into ſo great 

an 
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an eſteem, and that nothing) rd 
Jeſs than their Induſt y and| ni 
Arts, could have laid Matri-| 
mony under ſo much rec 
proach, as the preleat Age | j« 
does fmmd it, this is their buſi. | 
neſs, in cheir Converſes, the | i 
Play-Houſe, and all their en-| 
tertainments; Where if they |P 
have occaſion to repreſent to , 
the Gallants a Comical Fop, |c 
they make him one who is | 

| 

| 


Wheedled into Matrimony. 
Vain and trifling Politicians ! 
whom the Worl has ſo much 
reaſon to thank tor the advan- 
tages you procure ir, what 
ſhall it do with your Senti. | 
ments? Except unravel the | 
richeſt 


| (81 ) 
othing| richeſt Imbroideries of anti. 
y and| ent generoſity and Prudence 3 
Matri-| and make all its affairs as ridi- 
h re clows as your practices z do 
© Age | you deſire it ſhould be fo halt- 
r bu(z. | wited, as for your allurements 
, the| to berray the charge of lo ma- 
Ir en«| oy Ages ? 'But yer, Sir, the 
they | progreſs they have already 
Nt to | inade 1s very deplorable ; the 
Fop, | contempt of Wedlock in the 
ho is | Town grows very common ; 
1ony. | and we have reaſon to accule 
ans | | the» great Managers of that 
nuch | Humour : They would do 
van- ' well co fatisfie us, cither what 
vhat | noblene(s, what gratitude, or 
Nti. | wiſdom they can aſcribe co 
the / their praCtices , they are very 
heſt rude 


(82) 
rude and diſobliging to a con. 
fiderable part of the Univetſe 
and offer Mankind a great af- 
front. They are ſtrangely 
reſpe&ful to their Fathers 
who livd in an Age better 
qualified ; and who convey'd 
chem hither jn the circles of 


that deſpiſed Wedlock : Had 
they nor ſtood on the founds- 
tions of Blood, and Fortune, 
but been forc'd to have rok 
by theic Induſtry and Merit, 
the World had poflibly look'd 
_ them with contempr, in 
a low Sphere. And then how 
do they diſcharge the Chara- 
Qer of wile managers ? With 
out doubt, Marriage is the 

foundation 


| 


L CON» 


Iverle 


at af 
ngely 
thery, 
Jetter 
rey d 
'S of 

Had 
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| foundation to times occurren. 
cs, and the principle of ex. 
cellent affairs; and if chis foun- 
tain ſhould be facally corrupe, 
L would injure conliderably, 
all the advantages that flow 
from it : For it any Generati. 
on ſhould come into the 


nda- 
une, 
roſe 
crit, 
ok'd 
t, In 
how 
ara- 
ths 
the 


ion 


World promiſcuouſly, all 
things would be unſorted and 
mixt, and the claims of eno.. 
bled Virtue, Blood, and pol 
keffions muſt be made unluc. 
cefifully ; all cbings muſt bes» 
gin again, or yield to fuch a 
Diſorder and Confufion, as 
would ſoon involve the moſt 
flouriſhing Nations in ruine 


and diſtractions : Thus what 


the 
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the Prudence and the Induſtry MH 


of many Ages, had formed 
into a peaceful, and a happy 
Regiment, thereby rendring 
the Succeflion of Familics | 
Tranquil and Secure, would 
be broken and dilordered,and 
the Parent can leave to his 
ChilCren only the adventures 
of an uncertain condition ; 
and that Family that was 
Rich, Potent, and Eſteem'd, 
mix1ng its blood inconfiderat- 
ly, loſes inſenſibly thoſe ad- 
vantages; and he that would 


raile Monuments of excellent 7 


chings, muſt not only begin 
anew, but leave them unfi- 


miked when he dics; for it 


he 


( 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(85) 
uftry | he has club'd eo the uncertain 
med| iſſue of a Harlot, yet they 
1ppy | can Pretend go right in the 
Icing | Grandeurs of cheir diſputed 
lis | Fathers 3 and no' Glory, Re. 
ould| putation, and Virtue would 
\and| be perfe&, whilſt ic has only 
> his] the aſſiſtances of one Age, 
-ures| and thole diſcouraged by the 
jon ; | confideration of their decay : 
was | Thus in the Ottoman Empire, 
whilſt the greateſt Miniſter 
*rat-| has conveyed nothing eo his 
- ad.| Children, chrough all their 
»uld} Succeſſions, there remain no 
lent!- Monuments of antient Virtue, 
cgin| Greatneſs, or Power, whilſt 
1nfi-| the Children are not permitted 
r if! t0 inherit any of the Acquiſts 
' bel E of 
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of their Fathers: -And he that 
1s took up tothe higheſt places 
of Honour; and Command, 
conſiders not that he is to bear 
himſelf ſuitable to the Fame; 
and Virtae of his Anceſtors; 
not that he is to leive the ſame 
dignities and reputation to his 
children,bnt he lives umuſtly, 
careleſly, and' voluptuoally, 
and is only intent an his pre« 
ſent ſatisfaQion: And the ſame 
it would be in varions injoy* 
ments, and the neglects of 
Marriage ; from which ap- 
pears the imprudence of thole | 
who pretend to inſtru this 
Ape : And we have reaſon to 
believe, that cither ſome ex- 

traordinary 


ſ 
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traordinary event mult inter» 
poſe to vindicate ſuch excel- 
lent affairs, or elle they are 
ſtill co decline, till chey min« 


» | gle Ruines withthe Univerſe : 


Thoſe, Sir, wha think theſe 
Remarks trifling, conſider not 
the ſtrange progreſs of Vices ; 
for ; though it is _. chiefly 
amongſt perſons ſomewhat 
above the vulgar, chat Marti» 
age 1s inglorioully treated, yet 
thoſe diſtempers will deſcend 
from the noble parts, as faſt 


' a5thecapacitics of inſtruments 
| can convey them down : As 


we ſce it has been already in 
prodigious Swearing , and 
other Crimes, And were not 

E 2 wiſdom 
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wiſdom and Nobleneſs ſtran. 
gers to this Age ; thoſe who 
pretend to the faireſt endow. 
ments of the mind, would 
never-praQtiſe the greateſt fol- 
hes of it: 1.cannot imagine 
what they-would-do with that 
wild liberty they endeavour to 
mtroduce ; 'tis a ſtrong tart of 
leveling they wiſh to {ce in the 
World; .and .therc needs a 
great eloquence to make ap- 
pear the Benetits it would re- 
ccive from it: Hitherto we 
have dreaded it as a Torrent 
that would.quite overflow the ' 
faireft Inclofures of Humane 
Nature ; and we cannot per- 
ceive their own Ability to 

| ſtem 


. 
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ſtem that Tempeſt : But chey 
care only for the preſent ; and 
think not them(ſclves at all ob. 
lig'd to look aftcr the intereſts 
of the World. All that can 
beſaid co theſe men, i, that 
if their Forc-fathers had been 
of their Temper, chey: might 
now. have been Barbers, or 
Grooms, or left to the Pa» 
riſh, who pretend to fairer _ 

Titles. | 
The next great Subject of 
their Diſcourſes, 1s the diſho- 
nours of Women;thoſe whom 
they have not overcome with 
their Addreſſes, they will be 
ſure to Conquer with theic 
Tongues ; and hardly leave 
E 3 an. 


( 90) 
an honeſt Woman in the | 
Town : They are fo charita« 
ble to think, there never was 
any ſuch, but thoſe who liv'd 
ſolitarily, and were never at- 
racqu'd by a powertul Court- 
ſhip; ard they particularly 
attribute want of / theſe ſuccef. 
ſesto the vndexterous Aﬀaul- 
ter 3 -but they know not how 
to believe, that where any 
{o redoubted as themſelves, 
laid fiege to a Woman, that 
ſhe was ever able to withſtand 
the force of thcir Carefles : 
This is a thing that makes up 
a great part of their divertiſe» | 
ment, to recount their partt- 
cular Victories; which per. | 

haps 


(91) 
haps-to oblige Poſterity, they 


Lareſo kindas.to Record them 


in ſome laſcivious Songs : And 
indeed to give thep what they 


| call their due; they obtain too 


many- Conquelis of-.thi; Nas 
ture;as it 15 not. to be expected 
otherwiſe, from an Afdidury 
and ao Induſtty great astheirs, 


But yer, with cheir favour, it 
favours but Jintle of good 


Breeding, or goetl Nature (for 


highee conſiderations: are non» 
ſence to thetm)) to reap - the 


effets of anothers cafine(s or 
kindnels, and then to (pread 


| i in every company ; whilſt 


none: but thoſe; perions who 
arc ſtrangely vitious, can de- 
E 4 ligbt 


(92) 
light in that Society, where 
nothing but the Diſhonours 
and Scandals of Women are 
conſtantly Repeated; which 
beſides the SubzeQ, is done in 
a Languape fo Innocent, Mo- 
deft, and Ingenious, thar it is 
ſtrange fuch great Wits ſhould 


delight in ſo- barren concepti- | 


ons: They pretend to.admire 
the ſoaring, and refinedne(s of 
the Fancy, -but 1 know never 


a Plowman, but might deli- | 


ver bimſelf with as much va- 
riety of Imagination, ' as they 
do upon thele Subj<&s: And 
were 1t not for that ſtrange 
pleaſure, they tint in exceed- 


ing the preſcriptions of Virtue | 


and 


(93) 

and modeſty, and in {corning 
the limits are {et to the extra- 
vagancies of men, they would 
bluſh. themſelves ac ſuch a 
| ſoit of ingenuity- 1 do belieye, 
it js | fat never 10 any Age, was 
ould there ſuch a violent and uni- 
ng: | verſal thirſt after the Fame of 
PP” | being Wits, and yet no Age 
5 of | 04s poſſible diſcharg'd it lelf, 
ver | with Iefs' real applauſe in 

- thole pretences 3 Wit, though 
it be properly the vivacity, 
y | and the agrecableneſs of the 
4 | Fanzy, yer there ought to be- 
» * Jong ſomething more, to that 
FT | high quality-, than a little 

flaſh and - quibble, which yer 


where 
NOourg 
n are 
Vhich 
ne in 


Mo- 


| 


; ' tsall that this Age has bid for 
E 5 that 
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that nnghty Fame : Andit 1s 
not to be queſtion'd, but that 
the next genttation,” will be| . 
at 2 loſs to find one that Wit | 
of which their Fathers fo 
much boaſted : 'Weatte& the 
beautiful Trimming of Fo- 
raipn words; the yonth, and 
plealantneſs of the fancy, but | 
'the fabje& is contemprible on 
which this d:eſs is beſtowed ; 
which with time, wearing, (ul- | 
lyed and out of Mode, no- | 
thing will appear fo ridiculous 
as that unyalued Subje& , of | 
which we may ſay, as the 
Poet did once of the Woman; 
that it 1s the leaſt part of it 
ſelf. Befides, when they are 
witty, 


C95) 
witty, they-: are alwayes, be- 
bolding to Monſicur ; in 
which chey. equally diſcredit 
themſelves, and: their Nation : 
To place Wit in a Mode of 
wotds, is /litcle commendati- 
on to the-fancy/ot | him. that 
wears itz 'A ſaihcient.quantt 
ty - of theſe! wards. are. uſed 


' every day//by a Block- head, 


whilſt yet chey- penecrate into 
the nature-of nothing ,j but 
like Arrows (hot into the Air, 
fall idly back upon the Earth : 
And-then-their Nation is little 
beholding- to \them-, whilſt 
they-'undervalue its Antient, 
ard unaffected Language : I 


cannot but think, - chat our 
Anceſtors 


(96) 


Anceſtors underſtood them. 
ſelves as well 25 we do, and 
ſpoke as muck to the content 
and pleatures of choſe they en- 
rertain'd; who yet larded not 
their Diſcourles- with ends of 
French; . they were Carejul of 
the trne glory.ob Exgliſþ men, 
to juſtifie\ the+ INominion of 


their Language, equal co the | 


Dominion of their Seas:; Mc- 
thinks our Nation; bluſhes; 
and- appears out: of . Counte+ 
nance to ſee it (e}f neglected; 
whilſt the leight Gol/is receives 
all che Courtſhips-of its uns 
grateful Youth, - and it- has 
reaſon enough for a juſt indig- 
nation ; Whilſt it is: done with 
. the 


—— tl wes wt _ a 


(97 ) 
the perverting of a better Ges 
nius; and. a rendering that 
Fantaſtick which- was before 
ſerions and. manly. As every 
thing which is natural.is the 
moſt handiom, - ſo it- is free 
from the follies of affectation; 
and as-much/as we have ſtudi- 
ed to Ape the French, we have 
yet only. reach'd that pertecti- 
on-as to be Ridiculous + Be- 
ſides, they look upon us as a 
Nation to whom they give 
the, Laws of Mode ;' and 
preſently raviſh- with tran- 
ſports from them,. the ſmal- 
ett; trifles they are pleaſed 
to. Countenance : - This. 1s 


a-- great Pride to them, 
whilſt 


>. —__z_ 
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whilſt they ſee themſfelyes 
to preſide over our Geni- 
us, and to guide it nts 
a!l rhe Faſhions' which 'cheir 
rambling Fancies take. - The 
Spaniard '(' thongh altected 


enough in this way ) yer" 


this underſtands his Repuratk | 
on ; Whilſt- having diſpured | 
with ' them for the' univerſal ; 


Monarchy, ſcorns 'to truckle | 
under the Laws of -their 


Mode; 'and fallenly* keeps te 
A Faſhion of ſore hundreds of 
years, rather than to a 
inclined to the lightneſs of his * 
Neiglibours. Butit were ber- 
rer to lee them command our 
Dreſſes, than our Language , 
becaulc 


(99) 
becauſe theſe are to be alcered 


by. time, whilſt the other 
ſhould be left pure and unble- 
miſhr ro Poſterity; from 
whom we betray the glory of 
oor Fathers. This oughcto 
be the principle concernmene 
of the Wits; becauſe as they 
guide the inclinitions of the 


; Youth, to they are capable of 


delivering themſelves ſweetly 
and plcalantly, in the Native 
beauties of our Language . 
and can render their concepti- 
ons lovely, without the paine 
and imbelliſhments of France : 
'Tis they muſt reſcue our cap- 
tived Language from the fet- 
ters of that Tongue: Which 

would 


b 
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would be more generous in 
them, and procure them a 
greater Fame, than to make 
their boaſt (as I know ſome 
of them do) that he cannot 
Write well ia our Language, 
who underſtands. not the 
French. It is no wonder to 
hear a Fop, Pride himſelf in 
ſtore of French words; be- 
cauie his Memory is all. the 


fountain of bis Sence; bur it 


is-not ſo with the Poets, who 
tend: co the moſt Elevated 
apd moſt refined Notions. I 
ſpeak not this, Sir, out of-a 
diſreſpect to that Language ; 
highly neceſſary to all that 
frequent. Courts; and. that 
haye 


——— 
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" . have to do- in the Important 

affzirs of the Wor'd : But yer, 
where that and our own Lan* 
mage dwell, rogether in the 
he Capacity, hike the Cur» 
ne. [ents of the Tawas, and Danu- 
SO | hive, they ſhould never mix in 
all cheir Converſations. 

Bur, Sir, I have kept yon 
long enongh in theſe confide- 
rations. You may now jult- 
- |ly.expe& ſomething to divert 
- |Jow Let us then compare 
'; lome of the ordinary Town 
1 Adventures and rp. 
qt the Sentiments betore mentr 
"| oned; and indeed, it 15 their 
[ 

o 


Ations that will be moſt ca» 


; pable of tranſporting you to 
Y 
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a glorious emulation; | fojſTo 
though the ſweetneſs and the|ons 
beauty of Diſcourſe, s-4]he; 
thing very Enamouring, ye\th 
ation is the darling of youthi|(x 
and of a prightly diſpoſition:|he 
Rome found its old men buli,|(, 
neſs for their Eloquence, in| ty 
reſcuing diſtreſſed Clients,and|ih 
in-appcafing the diſorders of| $ 
\d 

n 

þ 


the people 3; but; the Youth 
were continually buſted in 
the Wars, and generous at- 
cbievements ; and indeed. all 
Nations, have cfteemed Wit, | 
of a ſecond venture to Arms: [ 
Now, Sir, i you have this | 
ambition about you, you ſhall | 
not fail of meeting in the , 
Town 


| (103) 
| tofTown with ſtrange ſatisfaCct'» 
1d theſaos. There are men, who 
t5- tegin not the day till Noon 3 
+ Yetſthe Morning affording the 
outhy|ſyectel} Oceps, and the pillow 
10n?[heing the belt place to: take 
buſt [Counſel on, for the adven” 
*, Io[ ores of the evening : That of 
,a0d|the Play-Houſe is the firſt 
# of Stage, where they can ſupport 
th | te repetition of an old Play,if 
| in they can but make Love to a 
at- |new Beauty : "They come not 
All | hither to learn Wir, for they 
it, | preſide over the Language 
ns: / of the Stage : But they come 
his | ike true Knights Errant, in 
all | ſearch of adventures; and their 


he , Kumours are fo mach; allied 
vn to 
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to the Romance, that they 
can do nothing without the|tei 
Diſtreſſed Lady 3 where if[ad 
any thing heightens their Ap:lygc 
petite, and pleaſes: their. Fan-(yni 
cy, by the liccle (leights of ay; 
Maſque, .or ſome pretty fira-|yr 
tagem, they become cager of|\r, 
the Quarry, and apply them- |\V 
ſelves to all the Arts of. that| 

Game: But their principal hy 
buſineſs in this Houle, is to he 
meet their Friends, and to |hj 
joyn themſelves in a Squa- |; 
dron for ſome gallant exploit : ||; 
Which perhaps is firſt at a (8 
Houle of Pleaſure, and then | 
the French Houſe ; where ha- 
ving repeated their former ,( 

gallantries, 
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they gllaneries , and heightened 
© theſheir courage, with eloquence 
© [ad Wine, they are fit to ga- 
 Aprlige freſh Bays:for the Gar- 
Fan. lad of- their triumphs; and 
bf 2/6 add a new luſtre to their. 
ira hrmer? AtRions, ln theſe 
r of |jcave Humours, bas many 2 
eM- [Watchman been forc'd to 
hat |aealuce his length upon the 
pal frond 3 the poor Conſtable 
tO |xen put beſide the gravity of 
© [lis Interogatories z---- Many 
2* |; timerous Female has. been 
C: |forc'd to fill the Air with 
a (bricks, and Complainings : 
N \Whilſt during this cloſe en- 
i- agement, the thunderin 
r Cannon of their Oaths, have 
, with 
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with horrour fill'd the Neighsjny 
bourbood : And when theyjee & 
have obrain'd ſuch ViRorieshie \ 
as theſe, leſt chey ſhould not|bc 
find an Hiſtorian capable ofÞ! 
Recording to the lite, their 
noble performances, they are 
committed to the Pages of a 
Sonnet : Whilſt our Gallants, 
like the Rowan, conquer and 
write at the ſame rate; and 
indeed to ſuch a courage, ſuch 
an Eloquence is neceffary ; 
leſtthe life and vigour of their 
ations ſhould languiſh inthe jug! 
Dullneſs of ordinary Stiles. )Exp 
It 1s, Sir, co ſuch dreadful |joy1 
things: as thele you muſt be |\ari 
Bred, if you-covet ſuch com- ;mu 


pany » 


(107 ) 
wny; they caſheir ail that 


oh- 
a e faint-hearted, or unfit for 
y; 
notBody capable to indure the 


Wars, or that have not a 


ſcipline and Toils of their 
eirſcamp: To bea great Wir, is 
areſbut an imperfect qualification, 
f ajor they aſſociate with none 
ts, for ſpecalative pleaſures : And 
ndfkſteem him Ignoble, who dares 
nd pot Act at the rate he can Di- 
ch tate : Which has been found 
7 : In the Fortune of ſome Mo- 
Wit, who have been 
ie [epleed , becauſe unfit for 
s. /Exploits: So that if you would 
il [yn your ſelf ro the conver- 
e [ation of theſe Gallants, ' you 
- (maſt well examine your luf- 
J | flicency 
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ficiency and courage for the 
higheſt Atchievemene. There 
1s moreover, another task be- 
longs to him that accompanies 
with them ; and will paſs for a 
Wit in the Town,that is, you 
muſt write a Play : Which is 
a kind of Fantaſtical neceſlity 
impoſed by faſhion on a Gen- 
tleman, who is obliged to ha- 


zard his Abilities, and ſuch ni. 


cctics of Fame, and Humour : 
The caſe is not the ſame with 
him as with a mercenary Poet, 
who ventures for his gain,and 
not like a Hero , whom the 


defire of glory aluces to write: | 


the farſkt can lupport a miſcat- 


riage, not only through ne 


cellicy, 
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| cefſiry, bur:alſo by the advan- 


tages of getting Money : But 
the other, according / to. the 
Chymzrical rules of.their Ho- 
nour,' ought to diſpatch him- 
ſelf with his own unforcunate 
Pen, which has (o ill ſerved the 
Intereſts of his Glory , and 
bluſh to ſurvive fo ſhameful 


-| an overthrow : He: that per- 


forms any thing of this nature, - 
ventures: at the firſt rank of 
Wits; and to gain the higheſt 
ſteps, where this Age has 
mounted its ambition : But 
he that is unſacceful in the 


: | attempts, falls down with the 


greater precipitancy amoneſt 


' ordinary men; and not only 


F loſes 
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loſes his hopes, but his former 
ſtanding, in the diviſion of 
Wits. Which has been found 
in ſome of the endeavours of 
our times, where thoſe that 
have paſt for the greateſt wits, 
venturing en the Stage bave 
diſcharged chemſelves 1o 11] 
in their pretences , that the 
world will by no means allow 
them what they former]y pol- 
ſefſed; & are moreover grown 
ſuſpicious, that amongſt 
thoſe they name for the great- 
eſt Wits, there 1s that ſame 
barrenneſs and dulnefs, with 


which they reproach inferior. | 


men ; he that has got the Re- 
Pucation of a Wit, ought to 
| maintain 
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maintain it by ſuſpicion, and 
not expole too mach of that 

lity to pitifal Cenſures ; 
ince he that writes, puts him- 
ſelf on the ordinary trial of 
his Country ; bat he that ut- 
ters only in JunQo's and Ca- 
bals, ſlands alone to the Trial 
of his Equals. Who are not 
to judg by the general Laws Þ 
of Wit, but by the principles * 
of their own Honour, that is 
their allow'd Humour, $0 
that both your Wit and your 
Perſon, Sir, muſt run equal 
bazards in your joyning with 


| theſe men. There are foms 


it is true, not only of a more 


peaceable temper , but allo 
F 2 leſs 
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leſs ambitious of Wit : But 
there is nothing amongſt 
them, that will be high cnough 
for the Emulation of a Coun- 
try Gentle man: Their buſineſs 
1s, to make long addreſſes to 
a Miſtreſs, or to fit till Mid- 
night at a Tavern: Vhete 
they talk judiciouſly of lome 


|. new Piece of Wit that goes 
| about the Town; or the for- 


tune of the Poets : To value 
themſelves by their ability to 
dreſs well, and their quick 
intelligence of 2 new Mode : 

They will entertain you with 


long winded and ridiculous | 


ſtories of their amorous ſuc 
ceſſes; . they will find faul 
: with 


C— 
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with the fitting of your Peri- 
wig, or the way you have in 
managing your Cloaths : 
And though to follow the fa. 
ſhion of Converſation , they 
will ſpeak with Encomiums 
on the Wirs, yet they damn 
all Sence and Underſtanding, 
where the man is not adored, 
but in that cafe they are forc'd 


to Truckle under the Laws of © 


Fame, And now, Sir, it 
you ſhould paſs from this 
Gentleman who pretends to 
do nothing; and (eek for a 
Friendſhip amongſt men of 


* | Aﬀiirs; you would yet mils 


of what you ſought; there 


' ' being nothing amongſt them 


1 


© agree 
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agreeable to an indifferent 
Perſon. If yougo to the Inns 
of Court, where you will 
hear the diſtreſſes of Clients, 
with the Murmurs of thoſe 
who continually folicite a ca- 
prictous or a ſullen Juſtice : 
amongſt men who are buſjed 
with theſe conceraments, the 
Idza of Conmeooninn 36 Now 


monly very Pedantick, and 
unpoliſhe , and in Truth, not 
worthy ofa Gentleman; where 
men ſtudy not ſo much things 
noble and generous, but the 
Arts of palliatiog wrong, of 
defeating and deterring right. 
With what pleaſure could 
you ſeck the friendſhip of a 

mighty 


| 
| 
| 


'N 
m 
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mighty Clark, who having a 
head crouded with Records & 
Statates, fits drowhily brood» 


| ing over unjuſt cauſes, with the 


wretched farisfaGion of tiring 
out, by pedantick ſtratagems, 
the Votaries of Juſtice; endea- 
youring to draw Clouds on 
Sun- beams, and to hang thoſe 
Miſts on truth, that it ſhall 
| wander in the cleareſt evi- -| 
dences : Forcing his conlci* 

ence, tamely to truckle under 
the love of Money, and ef 
Fame. Certainly chis man 


can have nothing in him 
agreeable to the principle of 
Noblencſs, found in a Gentle 
man : (Neither if you ſhould 


| F. 4 ſtand 
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ſtand oft . from his endear- 
ments, would his indifferent 
Converſation afford you any 
contentment ; whilſt he might 
entcrtain you With a long ſto- 
ry of his Induſtry in Cauſes ; 
with honourable Encomiums 
of the wiſe Speeches of his 
Judg:zz; 2 blind Admiration 
of thole who have wit enough 
to get a great deal of Money ; 
with the Factions of the Bar; 
and the riſe of famous Plea. 
ders ; .and ſuch unprofitable 
Haranrgues which fignifte no- 
thing to an inditterent Perſon, 
who 1s not intercſted in that 
manner of Life. If, Sir; you 
addreſs | your elf; to. the 

younger 


——— 
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younger -men of thoſe Socie- 
ties, you will ind many of 
them to have only juſt ſo mach 
of the gallant Humour as 


| ſerves to make them ſingular, 


if not ridiculous ; whilſt-chey 
arc the idle Imitators of thoſe 
things they cannot come up 
to: If you have a mind. to di 
vert your felf, yoa-may be | 
hold in them. juft matter for 
ſuch an entertainment ; whilſt | 
ou ſhall ſee chem manage 

the .afte& d Strur, and thear 
half-moded Garniture: Hear 
them ſpeak in the Phrales of/a | 
Play, . ( that Modiſh, fort of | 
Canting) and hecoming: ghe 
Inſurers of their own glazigqus | 
F 5 adven- | 
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adventures: They damn all 
things but the extrcam Nice» | 
ties of humour; and even ſcorn 
the Learning of cheir owa |. 
Society, whilſt they excoll 
the magnanimities of a Bravo : 
They pride themſelves in cheir 
Amours to a Sempſtreſs ; and' | «5; 
in Swearing like thoſe who. | ; 
. keep company with the Wits: m 
Nay,you muſt take their oaths pl 
for their Wit ; for they be. | y4 
lieve their- profuſeneſs that 
way , a (ulticiemt proof of |, j; 
their being furniſbed with 0 
that Quality - But with all | , 
this noiſe they know little. of | | 
thar: addreſs, of which they | y 
| arethe fond Idolaters, This ,. 
| | 1s 
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ll | 59to be underſtood, only of 
& | the vain, the imperfe@t, and 
n | the half-witted part of them. 
a ' For'thele Societics are, other- 
| wiſe,” the Nurſeries of men 
of great Abilities,and Virtues. 

} believe 1 have ſaid enough, 
Sir; ro divert you from ſeek 
| inga friendthip amongſt thoſe 
+ men. In theſe Diſtreſſes, 1 
| preſume you will not apply 
your felt tv the Merchant, 
_ | Whole Bufinefs is Profit, and 

| Incereſt ; without any  defizn 


uu Ss My = 


: 


- arms, letters, or converfation. 


| » I cannot imagine, Sir; that” | 


| yon will ſeck lower for a ſoci- 
ety. - Bur yet have omitted 


ore 


vpon the Improvement of |: 
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one ſort bf men; :where you 
wil] be confident of - being 
Relieved, and they are' the 
new- Philoſophers: Here; ih | 
deed, it were the bighbeſt In- 
juſtice to ſay: you ſhould: be 
deceived 3 whilſt they have 
given out themlclves. to ave 
done {o much for the adyance- 
ment: of -Knowledp ; and 
ſeem to have obtain'd a Victos 
ry over/it, with .theiſane ce- 
lerity as Ceſar did,” who only 
faw and overcame.. It-is un+ 
der their conduc that Learn- 
| ing has. made ſuch famous 
| Acquiſts, whilſt they have led 
| it Viorions through the glo- 
| rious Regions of the Skie; 
through 
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through the ſhady Empire of 
the Main ; carrying its Arms 
ſa far on the Continent, as to 


ſtrike 1s Enfigns tothe Center 


of: the Earch; giving it fo 
ablolute and (o entire a Vico» 
ry, that it may now; like-the 
ambirious Youth,  la.nent' the 
learcicy of | Worlds. This, 
Sir,«is the ſum of their pre- 
tences , .and what they pro- 
claim; but you will be a Jiccle 


| ſyrgrized,, when - you ſhall 
| findithem fo-long grovelingin 


Mechanicks: And pinioning 
with thoſe meancr, Arts, the 
Miod; which. ſo many- Ages 
had; uſed ,to happy flights: 
Gauh ing \uch a noiſc about the 
infirm 
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infirm foundation laid by out 
Anceſtors, as to make the 
magnificent Structure hazard. 
ous of being abandon'd': by 
thole eminent Wits that have 
Lodged' in it. With thele 
Gentlemen, Iam aſſured, you 
will-not deſire ro {pend your 
Time ; and with any of the 
former we deſire you ſhould 
not. You muſt in theſe-di« 
ſrefles turn Gallant, and joyti 
your (elf to the company of 


Women ; to ſpend whole af. | 


ternoons in kiffingtheir bands, 


in admiring their drefſes, and - 


pretending' to reccive mortal 
wounds from their 'Beauty : 
But yet, over and above that 

this 
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this were an idle Life, 
would be diſcarded if you uſed 
it; for we are not now adays 
for Leures of Platonicks; 
ſince many of our Women 
are grown as hardy as the 
men, and love a taſte of the 
thing you wot of, to reliſh 
their Converſations: They 
deride the formality of hear- 
ing long Diſcourſes of their 
beauty, of the Atchievements 
| of their Sex, or any of their 
| Adventures that are not Arch 
and Couragious : So that, Sir, 
; you will be more 1idiculons 
inthele attempts, than unſuc- 
| ceſ3tul in the other, If you 
' ſhould laſt of all, abandon 
parti» 
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rticular Societies, and chop. 

in with all in common : The 
Park, the Play-Houle, th, 
Eating-houſe,and the Coffee. 
houſe : You will hear an unin. 
telligible Buzzing, and a 
noiſe of what you underſtand 
not : Some ſnatches of occur- 
rences, whole beauty you are 
not able to perceive without 
the knowledg of the whole : 
If paſſing by the Benches of 
the Pit, you ſhould hear a 
young Gallant fwear, that he 
had appointed the afſignation 
at Eight of the Clock; you ! 
could not tcl] whether it was 
an Intrigue with a-Countels, 
or with a Citizens Wife : If 
: you | 
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you ſhould take a walk, and 
diſcover a courſe betwixt a 
Hero, anda Lady in a Mask; 
except you were acquainted 
with. her Voice, and her Faſhi- 
on, you could give your ſelf 
no- account of the Hunted 
Beauty + Theſe things, Sir, 
would perplex that curioſity 
they could not fatisie : And 


| beſides, nothing at all inftru& 


you in the glorious adventures 
of the Town: And then - for 
the great Mart" of Lies and 
Nontence, the Coffee-houſle : 


4 


[f you could furniſh your (elf 
with ſo much patience, as to 
ſtt;;here/ halft-an hour 5 you 
mipht hear one Gentleman 


lay 
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ſay to another; I am (urpri- 
xed, Sir, at the News you told 
me laſt nighe ; I did not be+ 
lieve that Nation was capable 
of ſo much finencſs and dextc- 
rity, now if you were not 
there at the precilc tine of ut- 
tering this Intelligence, on 
the foregoing Evening, you 
could natunderſtand of whom 
it was ſpoken : Except you 
avilly ask the queſtion, which 
is an affront to, and below the 
gravity of that place: And be. 
lides, unleſs you know your 
ſelf tobe of a remorſe!eſs,and 


bloody diſpoſition , you will | 


be extreamly moved by com- 
paſſion, at thoſe Tragick Hi- 


ſtories 
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ſtories you will there find ut- 
ered - the Sacking of Towns, 
the Cutting in pieces of gal- 
ant Troops; the approach* 
ing Cataſtrophies of Nations ; 
this misfortunes of eminent 
Stareſmen; the Fantaſtick 
Crifis, under which puiffant 
Monarchies groan, &c. Will 
there be ſo continually thun- 
der'd in your Ears, that you 
will often be obliged to a con- 
cernment for thoſe Perlons, 
who really ſtand in need of 
no ſuch compaſſion. Beſides, 
there will be this 1nconvent« 
ence in general Remarks; that 
you muſt expe& to be Jcer'd 
with a witneſs, it you pre- 

ſume 
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ſume to peep into the Myſte. | 


ſo 1 


ries of a Humour, of whick |" 


you are not the Cratts-maſters | 


the Profeſſors of every In. 


trigue, taking a grear pride |) 


to deſpiſe a pretended Nowiti« 
ate : And I have known a little 
Hedor, more to glory in the 
ſleights he is capable of uſing 
in picking up a Wench, and 
in the variety of his knows. | 
ledg, than a great Captain 
ever did, in the ſtratagems and 
Pol'cies of War : The deſire 
of Glory and Singularity is 


now as violent as ever, though 
Its ſatisfaQion is placed in ſuch 
erifling and idle acquirements: 
neither ſhould you mect with 

lo 


ſte. 
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ers 
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ſo much contempt, if you 
came to know the moſt g'orie 
ous Myſteries of War, or cule 
from its greateſt Maſters as 
you ſhall it you apply [your 
ſelf toa Gallant ro know the 
Modes of the Town: Who 
bears himſelf more upon ſuch 
a (ufficiency, than the others 
could upon theirs : So that it 
will by no means be agreeable 
to the heighr of your ſpirit, to 
pretend but in partto the Hus 
mours . of a Hero; becauſe 
you will be ficangely ruffled if 


4 


you, are found ignorant in the 


, \niceſt poitits, I can think for 


the, preſent, of nothing elle 


; | that 8important in the occur- 


rences 
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rences of the Town. And |die: 
now, Sir, what is it that you |wÞ" 
ſee in this manner of life capa- |jou 
ble .of pleafing you 2 Or that |wo! 
ſhould cauſe you to prefer it |fail 
before the Innocence, Manlis |by | 
nels, and p'eaſures of your |ug} 
Country one. Do you live [that 
ingloriouſſy, becauſe you go |fiva 
to Bed at ten a Clock, and call |no 
not up the Sun to uſher you to |bir 
your Lodpings? Is it more ba 
pleaſant co lie in little Rooms, [at 
more incommodious than the |yai 
Lodpe of your Porter, than |bec 
to be well attended, and to |Sut 
command' in the Palace of |on 
yoar Anceſtors? Is there a |Ge 
neceflity that you ſhould |to 


2 
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nd /eſteem that day as loſt, in 
oy |which you have nor fignalized 
a- [your valour on the Apple. 
at women, the Conſtable, or the 
it \frail Glaſs windows ? Givin 
lis |by ſuch actions a luſtre ro the 
ur [night 1n which you do them, 
ve |that ſhould make it capable of 
20 [fivalling the -brightne(s of the 
il /|morning. I fee no neceſſity, 
to |dir, of humouring ſuch an 
7e ambitions Or are you not edu. 
s, jatedlike a Gentleman,except 
ie [you have: balf a ſcore times 
n |been; under the hands of the 
o |Surgeon, for the Conſumpri- 
of jon 'tis ſurely a very fantaſt cal 
a |Genius that governs this Age, 
4 /to. place the glory of a Hero 
4 | in 
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in ſuch odd ſort of ſufferings: 


are you obliged by the rules of 
the new Honour, to ſwear fo 


prodigiouſly, as if you were | 
made Maſter of the Artillery | 


to the Devil, or elie you can- 
not be reckon'd a man of good 
utterance and fence ; We can 
here, Sir, eſteem you well 
enough without ſuch loud 


al 
ſtreams of Rhetorick; and} T 


Ct 


ſufficiently. value your-gene- | 9 


roſicy, , though you oblige not 
your:lawih ſoul to ſpend all its 
Virtue 1n a moment. You may, 
Sir, (according to our opini- 
on) ery your ſtrength betrer 
inthe manly exerciſes of the 
Country, than in the De- 


re 


v 
1 
a 
£ 
' 


bauckherics | 


| find leſs repugnance in making 
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baucherics of the Town! and 


Love to a Lady, whoſe Vir- 


tue equals her Beauty, than in 


laviſhly preſenting of Wen- 
ches , who will ſpend your 
bounty as freely on a Groom, 
ora Foot-boy: Your mind will 
certainly be more tranquil, 
and more capable of generous 
Thoughts, that has the Idzag 
of Juſtice and Innocence to ca- 


| reſs it, than when it is heated 


with the Exploits of the 
Town ; thoſe minds who have 
alwaies before them the Ima- 
ges of ſuch low an com- 
mon things, can never gene* 
rate Acions truly noble or 

CG wWot- 
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worthy of ZHeroes ; ſince it is | F, 
impoſlible for the ſoul to-pro- | w 
duce any thingabove its Idzas, | N 
And ia ſhort, Sir, what ſatis- | 
taction do you imagine my | di 
Lady will-take in the knows | a 
ledg of theſe things : Will ſhe | at 
not have juſt reaſon for her | p 
grief and diſpleaſures, when | h 
the fees how ill you improve | c 
the care of her education, and | 
what a diſapreeing Strucure 
you raiſe on fach a foundation; 
ſhe will ſce. wich iofinite griet 
the diſappointment of her 
hopes, whilſt fhe muſt leave 
behind her on'y the Name, 
without: any. of the Virtues 
that were Illuſtrio us in your | 
| Family : | 


> woafy BM> ow» 7939 ww 235 


” 
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Family : As ſhe will reflect 
with trouble on thoſe happy 
Mothers, who all along had a 
charge in your Race; and who 
died with the contentmear of 
a proſperous conduQ/; when 
at the {ame time, though her 
prudence and her diligence 
have equally theirs, yet her 
charge has alone miſcarried: 
ſhe haz becn a traicfal Mother, 
and let you in the Cluſters of 
Her.'es, but ſke mult fee you 
growing Dim and Sullied in 
the circle of lo bright a Race: 
and (he will believe that the 
glory of your Houle 1s ſet, 
ſince a Name adds nothing to 
a Family, without virtuous 

G 2 endoxw- 
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endowments. And in tine, Sir, 
we that have hitherto been ho-» 
noured with your Friendſhip, 
(hall not know after what 
manner to receive you, when 
you return from the Town : 
we know you will ſufficiently 
deſpiſe not only our capacities 
but our Courage ; whilſt we 
can neither talk,nor aC& at your 
admirable rate : Nor I bclieve 
will you ever be able to inſpire 
us with your Gallantry of 
mind: We can very peaccably 
go to Bed by a Candle, and 
not deſire to ſwim to our re- 
poſe through Blood or Wine : 
We are guilty of that good 
breedipg as to think it rude to 

ie 
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lie lang after the Sun; neither 


have we thoſe prodigious ad» 
ventures to dream of, as could 
endear the Pillow to us be- 
yond the hour of twelve. Well, 
Sir, we muſt take our leave of 
you when you go, - and never 
expect to (ee that accompliſhe 
Innocent young Gentleman 
zg4ain in our Country; but one 
that will become the- terrour 
of the Piggs, and the Pullen; 
and that will level ſuch an Ar- 
tillery of Oaths againſt us, as 
muſt oblige us to ſtznd off 
with our Careſſes. Thus, Sir, 
like Juſtice, you- mult be a 
ſtranger in your Country : Or 
return again to the boſom of 

TS your 
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your Heroes ; where after you 
have cut off another fair 
branch of your Eſtate,you will 
have added. enough to the tri 
umphs of wit,and humour: and 
though with leſs glory, yet 
more diſcretion, return like a 
Conſul privately home: where 
you will have time to reflec, 
like an unfortupate aſpirer, on | 
all the precipitancies of a wild 
ambition ; and on the fanta- 
ſtick Paths are trod co the plo- 
ry of this Age - Yet you will 
then find that all your exercile | 
of Floquence, and Arms, to 3 
which you had been bred in 


the Town, will not beſtow up- | 


on yon a ſufficiency to ſerve | 
your 


(139) 

your Country, with reputati- 
on and facceſs; or to preſide 
over the fortune of bickering 
Nations : But chough your 
Age will not feel the weight of 
your Laurels ; yet it may the 
ſmart of your debauchments 
and the extravagancies of an 
hour, miy accompany your 
ſence ro the remoteſt moments 
of your lite: and that reaſon to 
which time will reſtore its juſt 
Dominion, will not only with 
indignation lee the miſcarri. 
age of its aff:irs, under the con- 
dat of a wild Hamour ; but 
alſo, like a juſt Prince, behold 
with pity the ruine of its Inte> 
reſts, and the fatal waſts of its 

Inhe- 
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Inheritance, under the regi. 
ment of that Tyrant , whea it 
mult live a ſolitary and a 
drooping Monarch, lamenting 
the captivity of its nobleſt 
Princes, carried away in the 
Incurſions of youthful I uſts ; 
and prieve to have arrived too 
late co reſcue the faireſt ſubs» 
ject; of its powers; when the 
pleaſures of what it paſſeſſes, 
will not be able ro divert the 
troub'e of loſing what it ought 
to have enjoyed. After all,Sir, 
you will add ro thoſe nume- 
rous inſtances, that ſhow to 
the world the alone power of 
experience : Whilſt all the 
Remonltrances of others ; and 
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the admonitions of our befi 
[Friends can never prevail ſo 
effetually upon us as our Own 
trial of things : And that he 
| which will be truly wiſe, muſt 
be at his own coſt, and not ex- 
'pect it at the expences of 0- 
thers. Yet from that Expert” 
ence, you will not receive 1n* 
. | ſrudtion with that friendly 

ne's and ſweetneſs, with which 
' now your Reelations make you 
their Remonſtrances : ThaT 
Lords it, and impo'es, fitting 
[yon our minds lize tullen 
| Couniellors in declining ſtates; 
| Preſenting us not with the 
| Piture ; but the Original of 


an "i : thinos, ri 
 unplealant thing Experte 
ence. 
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ence is the laſt Inſtruter: of (it/ 
Mankind; having in that Au» |txa, 
thority and Eloquence, of |yEC 
which Examples and Precepts (Re! 
are deſtitute : Whether or no, | has 
tis reſerved as a Puniſhment [an 
of untraQable diſpoſitions, to [#0 
know with a bluſh and regret, to] 
what they would not reccive |but 
with an even and” a tranquil - 
temper-. Or whether it is the 
ſureſt way to conquer an in+ |fali 
glorions affetton to Vices : rut 
certain it is, it has triumphed [Al] 
In very great inſtances of its {me 
power ; and reclaimed thoſe {bes 
that were impenitrable to \ipa 
ſweeter Arts :. And there has lan 
not paſt any Ave, in which Jthe 

it 
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of \it/ has; not done ſomething exe 
us |tzagrdinary and eminent. Bur 
of |yet it was the deſire of your 
ts Relations » that you might 
o, |have eſcaped its Diſcipline, 
at /and that not only becaule,ic 
'o would ſhow more generoſity 


| of 
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to be otherwiſe adMoniſhed , 
but alſo, becauſe that is 


il nndply to be ſometimes very 


ſevere, and to have that fa- 
tality in ifs precedure as to 
tine the ſubjeR it inſtruds x 
Allowthg but ſome few mo« 
'ments of being wiſe. We 


{heartily wiſh chat you may be 


ſpared from tholc ſeverities ; 
and ſince you will be left to 
the Documents of experience, 
that 
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that it may deal favourably 
with you, and kindly Thew f 
you in a little, what the greats 
cr amounts to, is the paſljo- 
nate with of all that know 
you : And particularly of, 


: 
My 


Sir, 
. Tauy. mot affeionats F riend, | 
F and bumble Servant. _ 
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T has not only been the Fa- 
| - : ſhion, but eſteemed s Ju-" 
\. Rice in-every Age; to alkiſt 
! thoſe - Theams © that have 
been run down: by @ Popular pra- 
aice and contempt :- Marriage 
[appear'd {o to the Author of the 
| following Paper ; which ſuffers too 
| [much in the! 16(s' of - its Venera- 
tion 'and Eftcem ; had' any more 
Dexterous, found that Gencrofity 
about them, as to have 'pertorm. 
cd an aR of ſo-much Juſtice, they 
had prevented this attempr” of the 
” Author, who writes notout of affe- 
Ration nor a buſy humour, Bur it 
A 3 {cems 


Os |- 


To the eader. 


ſcemes the wits are revolted, and 
have taken imployment under- a 
Tyrannick, and proſperous. vice : 
whilſt thoſe who are belt able to 
appear for ſo excellent a Sub- 
jet, have deſerted ir, the afliſian. 
ces of meaner Perſons , though 
they may want the applauſes of 
Succeſs , yet they loſe not the 
Charattr of Kindneſs, And 


when others arc ſtrangly imploy- | 
cd in heaping! Reproaches up. | 


on Marriage, and in aſfcribing 


diſadvantages to-it, whilft they | 


affront it with their new VVitr, 
and their modiſh Vices, nothing 
can appear more . Juſt, then to 
vigdicate it, by Recapitulateing 
thoſe benefits that it has produ- 
ced in the world: it is a witneſs 
great enough of its misfortunes, 
rhat ir needs to be Harangucd ; 
lince its praRicall Eſteem and Ve- 
neration, had 'til] now preſerved 
tt from the want of Elogies: bur 

when 


whet 
| dit1© 
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| Aut] 
muſ 
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him 


TotheReader. 
when it 15- reduc'd to that con. 


and !gition it is high time. to erc& it 
e 2 [Monuments, whilſt the world is 


* |{o faſt forgetting its Repntation 


to and its Grandeur. But whilſt the 
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' Author has attempted this, he 


muſt ſay in his own Juſtifca- 
tion, that he has only 1intcreſſed 
himſelf in the . Subjet-, withour 
refle@ing upan any that "have pro- 
' cutedir injuries : and indeed eve. 
| Rona ſhould proclaim like 

Roman, Pacem cum Homintibus, 
( Befum cum vitiis. *Tis far from 
/ is bumour co ſhow: 8 . diſreſpect 
' of that nature to any. Perſon;;and- 
as far from his belcif,. that the 
way to reclaim others , were' to 
expoſe them by ſeere Reflexi- 
ons. they ' will do him an 'in- 
, Juſtice who think ſo of him ; and 
| equally traduce him, who ſhould 

e his taxing the Crimes of 
' ome, for-a Cenſure oh the whole 


4 Community : he only deſignes to 


A 4 ſhow 


To the Reader. 

ſhow the vanicy and the fault of 
thoſe who becoming cnamoured 
on & fatall humour, muſt yer 
make their addreſles to it in fo 
firange a manner, as to impoſe it 
on the beleit and practices of 0. 
thers; and in aſcribing the con- 
currence of the whole Town to 
the cftorts of a private Humour, 
We are well afſured, that thoſe 
vices have found impregnablc 
more Perſons then they can pre- 
tend to have Conquer'd, Though 
at the ſame time, ſince all Vice 
is progreſiive , and eſpecially when 
it is puſht on, byſo ſtrange a con- 
hdence and affeation, - it 15 but ne- 
ceſflary to fix ſome Accuſations 
on that PraRice, whoſe noiſe and 
daring temper, may in time, make 
more conſiderable devaſtations in 
the, poſleſſions of that Vertue, 
which yet is left ſecure and un- 
corrupted, And the Author de- 
ſignes this Declaration not only as 

an 


3 
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To the Reader. 
an excuſe for the following Pa- 


per, bur alſo as a Juſtification of 


what he has formerly written , 
in which he finds himſelf cen. 
ſured as taxing the whole Town 
with thoſe blemiſhes, which he 
only affixed 'ro the affeted 'and 
impoſing humour ; though he can 
eſtcem that reproach as no 0- 
ther then an Evaſion and an Ar- 
rifice in --che, faulcy, fince thoſe 
whoſe innocence is aſſured, nc- 
ver concern themſelves in any Re- 
flexions which belong not to them. 

— Thus far I had written, when 
I'received an Anſwer to my Re- 
marques ;* but it was neither with 
TYoable nor Surprize ; ſince 1 ve- 
ry well know, that it is impoſſi- 


ble for the moſt modeſt Adver- 
| ſary to defend himſelf from the - 


preſent briskneſs of - the - Town | 


| wit: which ſpares neither a Friend - 


nor an Enemy : the trade of Poe- 


try and Rajlery | muſt] go ow , 
A 5 or \ 


=O —— 


To the Reader. 
or elſe all che Town wit -[ muſt] 1 1 
be ſtarv'd., .þ received , no. diſor-= ! q; 
der 1a the leaſt from any thing in his 
Book ; only his Preface put me in- 
to alittle bear, in which 1. [muſt] of 
rel] him, that -amongſi, all | c pe 
bad Company he belexcs || have þ, 
Lept, I yer never met with any t 
rhing ſo.difingenuous and il1-bred 
as his odious Epiſtle: and I can "e 
aſſure him, that I have, given. the 
World greater proofs then him. þ, 
ſelf of contrary Impreſſions : bur n 
- the anger is over, and I am his 1 
moſt Humble Servant ; and theugh o" 
he þeleives, me to be a Pedant,,a &« 
Tutor ,., & Secretary , and. Squire. (@ 
Clogpate., I will yer imagine " 
him ro be-a great Wit, a Gen- h 
tleman, and i he pleaſes a, Per. þ 
pgs mage "give. Blogin 51% 

& CH\11,.. (O..glve. Jloztgs,, Ife, 

LO hg Op ee iy q 
defign, it was brave,.a0d nas. \ Ws 


To the Reader. 


] 1 all Dangerous; for what conld he 


' doleſs, when he was perpetual= 


ly *egg'd on by a- fair Lady 

who was reſolved net to admir 
of his Courtſhips, except he ap-* 
pear*'d prodigiouſly Ingenious , as' 
he isotherwiſe {weerl y accompl:tht: 
ſhe appearing of a Capricto, like” 
that Princels, who would have 
refuſed for ter Gallant-, the 
handſomeft man in Europe, if he 
had not been alſo &r the "ſame" 
time,the greateſt wit otheCont late; * 
] congratalate you 'Madam', ' 
the choice you .have- made ,- of - © 
Servant z he has acquired - him-' 
ſelf well of your Lady-ſhipz Cort-/ 
mands ; and I. hope ; when your 
have -any others; - you” wal 16v” 


| beſtow them clſe where': bur: 


yer if ar any time, you ſhould: 
requeſt him co write' yout--Life, 
let:me beſcech you, to. forbit#®? 
him'to- put an Epiltle! before it)! 
for he/has the worſt faculrp Hine? 


 —_— 
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To the Reader. 


way, of any Gentleman I] know ] 


All chat I ſhall ſay to his Book ; 
1s, that it is throughout one great 
miſtake; and that firſt, in tak- 
ing thoſe Reflexions to be intend- 
cd for all the Town, which werc 
only direfted to a very few Per- 
ſons. And then to affirm that 
the words of Age, Nation, Town, 
Sorteties, &c, were General, {incc 
it 1s ſo plainly to be ſcen, by 
the Cenſure, and the Gharefer , that 
nope but & foole would have treat- 
ed them. in that manner: an Age, 
a. Nation, a Town, in which arc 
| fo much Learning, Bravcry, and 


Vertue; and particularly., thoſe, 


Societies. that are by all the 
world honoured and revered, -for 


* thoſe endowments the Gentleman! 


| has mentioned in- them, All chat 


| I proſecuted was a vain and 60»: 
; rerpfiging. humour , which + hay» 


(upon occaſions - apparent-,} 
d among fore of the VVits; 
o | The ' 


| ing, 
| foun 


To the Reader. 


| I after followed where it had 


took refuge in graver Communi- 
ties, the former received the re- 
ſcarch, like thoſe who are juſt- 


\ ly eſteemed the greateſt Wits 


1 


of our Nation : but amongſt the 
latter, it met with the Haloo, 
and the Ran-acn for the Coun- 
try: this it 1s «© have any thing 
to do with thoſe Gentlemen ,. for 
my part I diſclaim ther, and 
ſhall hcreafter be &s unwilling co 
Note their Imperic&ions, -{#siÞ 
have. ever been to admire their 
fort of Vertue. Another ' great 
miltake is, that I] dcſigned Sir, 7% 
L. for a Here: whar was imend- 
ed in hiav!, : was only »to ſhaw 
that' a Gentleman who had! ar- 
rived -at' alt: the perfections :ofi a: 


' good; Education, mityhic live more/ 


prudently- on-$is: Þ jj6re” I the 
Covunitroy,c thru went ipin che?! 
Town, ronby'/+" *yakorn', Playes," 
Garoicure,, a4 — 
Leh this 


To the Reader. 
this Gentleman knowes . ( - who 
muſt be a man of :the Law. by 
his frequent Quotations.) Thar 
his :Majeſties Father of Glorious 
Memory ,, Commanded by Pro. 
clamation, all Country Gentle- 
men to reiide oh their Eſtates, and 
not to come to the Town, to 
Hero-fie in cating of Rapoo's, and 
Fricactes : and 1n ſhort, next to 
thoſe whofe affairs lye in it, it 
| 15: properly a place for younger 
| Brothers, who. may wi chcir 
; Fortunes, by Armes, Letters, or 
Converſations. 1. think I have 
| urtheſe fdwlines, anſwered all rber 
| _ther»fendemanwhas .''Objedted. 
| Þhefe 8:cnly.@ great deal iof Di- 
| vertiſmeht; Revilag3ihard Words 
| if not Pedantry:too),| behind : for 
which 1-ſhall fay jo the Geotle- 
| mars behalf; char! as; forythe-for- 


{ ry6, | he: dndeayour'd”! to, yimirare / 
| they ntmode of VV giking, (and. 


{ he.does excellently well, for: aibe© 


li, gin ner, 


{ ginnet,' and he may eaſily be ex4 


1 


| 


. the latier, having: to do with a 
Pedant, and a Tater, he could nor 


| Plycations zo armed , if Siny Toi 


70 the Reader. 
cuſed if te has reach'd but few 


of thoſe perfections required in 
that criticall Stile : and &s: for 


, endeavour 


=. 


To the Reader. 


endeavour a friendſhip betwixt 
ehis worthy Gentleman, and his 
Mothers Secretary : but I would 
not willingly defer it fo long; 
but rather perfe& now ſo Im- 
porcant an affair, Come Sir, you 
are our of humour; I with we 
might injoy you &@ little in our 
Country; where you ſhould have 
u_ entertainment, though yon 
t - not- mect Aſirea there , 

( whole allafion you fo -unkind- 
Iy-miftook y-my Lady will trear 
you" with extraordiaary Magoi- 
ficence, and her Secretery (hall 
ſetve- 'you with 'great officiou(- 
neſs; ' you ſliall' Drink, Hunt, 
Hawke; Courſe, nay ''you'* ſhalt 
ſtay* on '$unday ,' and feat our 
Parſon, who is an honeſt Gen- 
clean, though poſſible - he: can- 
not Preech! for Divittly as Maxtmin.. 
F have now- done: withithe*-Grtitle-- 
man.” Ihaveonlya wotd-to'[ay to 
the Town, and particulerly the vin. 
| diive 


a Ot Ein nm ee 


To the Reader. 
ditive Ladyes ; as for any 
thing in the Remarques, I do 
afirm on the reputation ( with 
my Anſwerers good leave I 
would ſay it ) of a Gentleman, 
that | never intended it in the 


| leaſt, ro impair the reputa- 


—— 


| 


tion 'of excellent Perſons; or 
the Converſations of the Town : 
and I hope no other will 
be guilty of fo unkind a 
miſtake, as to think 1 meant 
Age, Nation, and Town ; 
any otherwiſe, theg as they 
are frequently applyed to par- 
ticular humours: Nay I will 
lay further to prevent any 
other Eſſayes; that the Res 
marques Was in a manner 
Pricted againſt my deſire , 
( chough 1 will not accule 


a Gentleman who had cat,. 


and drank, and flept in an 
Inns of Court.) And beſides, 


that there arc {ome things in 
it 


em. a. 
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To the Reader, 


"je which were not My own, 
T know there is no Petrſon 
of Juſtice and good Nature, 
but will be fatished with this 
Apology : and as for others, 
_ wholly careleſs of their Cen. 
urc, 


,F* 


To 


5 as 
- 


Oo "uw. 
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To Antonia. 


| Ns i more joft then the Ded:- 


cating this following Paper to you : 
meither could any conſideration oblige 
me to forbear it: and oven whill 
ſeeks 8 ſhade , it yet defires ſo sluftrious 
4 patronage. What ever cenſure i} row, 


| ceives in the world, will ſoon be for 


in the kindneſs you will ſhew tt ; and the. 
favour of ſo excellent a Perſon, will 
ſofficiemtly reinforce tt agatnſt all the 


aſ]aults of cuflome and prejudice. And. 


in the privactes where wa now are, 1 
may aſ[ ume the liberty to ſay , we are the 
votaries of the negleFed Theme; and 
acknowledge the Divinity of that Altar 
which the Irreligion of the Age had a- 


bandoned : all our regret is the difficul- 


tywe beve found in making that ſacrt- 
a3 


fee, which ts now eſteemed the degene- 
rate Devotion of the world. Though 
Vertue has loſt its Traine , yet it re- 


cerves the mo it obſequiow reſpet from . | 


6; and ithas not been our hearts but 
our conattions , that bave refuſed its 
conduF tn the track of Ages. we are. 
not yet become Athet ts to 8 Hymen, 
nor deſerteys of a fidelity which i log- 


recount theſe things tn a ſhade , becauſe 
we bluſh to avow them in the Sun beams. 
No Antonia, we have depoſited thoſe 
_ veſolutions In faithful 4 wrances, which 
we would at any time be willing to lay 
out for ſo faty a purchaſe : in "Tick al- 
ſowe bave preſerved our Vertue, like 
ſnow , that's in cold houſes ſaved from 
the Efive ſeaſons of a rageing vice : 
the age has no propitiou ſentiments 
from, tor do we valew the reproach of 
being ſingular tn our vertue, the anci- 
ent1dea's, though the world may pre- 
tend they are faded, are yet more char- 
ming 10 8 , then the gayneſs of their 
preſent 


gen with reproaches : Neither do we” 


— 


ws i e—_—_— 


preſent Images : All their Paint and 
zmbelliſhments cannot endmour 1d On 
theſe 3; nor bas the dirt they have 
flung wpon the former , prevented us 
from admiring an wnequall'd beaut 

in them. we have gruenthemthe Aſ- 
cendant of our ſoules ; and they have 
faſhion'd there that fidelity and juſtice, 
which will be for ever the ornament of 
our breaſts : neither do thoſe qualities 
appear leſs fair and agreeable to 1, 
whilft thetr habilements are out of mode. 
Now the popular fury and prafiſe has 
proſcribed a vertuous love, it recerves 
a proteAion tn our hearts ; and we can 
boaſt, that it ſhall never be refin'd but 
with our lives: we ere ſorry to grue 
it no larger & Territory; andwe 


| would gladly lead it farther imo the 


affatrs of our lives : we are not ſtopped 
in theſe deſugnes by the Platonick pre- 
caution, nor a fear to try our Ideas by 
eRion : we have took other meaſures of 
6 juſt and happy life ; axd prefer the 
example of generous Ages, before the 

Hons 
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f11ons of Romance : tus not becanſe we 
love their beautifull wanderings , that 
weare kept in a perplexing Labyrinth, 
and know not how to come at what ne 
love; Since it # n0t our humours , but | 
our affairs, conceale the Clue.” Inthe | 
mean time , our jnclinations and our 
- wiſhes wilt appear a juſtice to that de- 
ſign; and a reſpe# to the memory of 
'onr Fathers : Nay, we rather ſee our 
ſelves deprived of ſome of the felicittes, 
"then cut off from the generous inte- 
reſis of that State : we have erefRted yo- 
tive Altars to Hymcn; and pay the | 
more diſinterefled part of the Devo- | b. 
tion : our Viety has nothing in it of | m 
"Mercenary , \whilſt the mind 1s the on. | 1 
Ty Devote, we hawe ſurpaſſ ed the bi 
Poctick Chymera's; by a trath that bas | 'V 
out done thery Fables and yet that | 0 
"p4ſuon which has equaP'd their flights, th 
ſhaft ever keep it ſelf abote thiſe loath- | th 
ſome places where they reft therr' Gezi- | f9 
"mins : "tis not grown giddy ty the | th 
terght , nor mill us firght ever become | Wi 
| the | 
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the Preciprce of its Yuine. No An- 
tonia, we hate alwayes maintained the 
limits of Fidelity, and Iuſtice ; nor can 
we ever sllow our love that fatal Sove- 
reignty, as t9 ve aboye the Laws of our 
Perthe. we haveſeen too much of thetv 
misfortune, who aſſiſt a Tyranzick 
Paſſion ; whilft they unhappily help it to 
acquire, & Felicity and Grandeur, to 
which ut mounts on the rutnes of their 
Repoſe and Honour : 13 onr wnited 
bearts our L0Je hasroom enouvh tereion, 
and the management of thoſe juſt affairs 
will allow tt nv leiſure for Antition, 
have entertained you Antonia, 12 4 
manner 1unnſual : but it cannot appear 
wnbanaſune to the Ace , ſince 1t ® 
but to amitate th-ir divertiſments in 


Maſcarade, Anu t) the reſt, it will 


only ſhow & covetcuſneſs like to 
theirs, who hoarded under ground 
their Treaſures , efleeming that 
to be yet their YPYealth, which 
they did not dare 10 own. And 
we bave moreover, exceeded their 


OS felicity 


felicity ; who have on wounded 
Trees, or Marble, ſaught an 
immortality for their Love : ; 4 we 
hae now committed ours to more per- 
perual abiding Letters; and though we 
have ſet it in a ſhade, and a Chara- 
Fer unknown, yet we will expe that 
propitiows time , that ſhall both reveal, 
ard interpret it, 


REFEXIONS 


— 


(1) 


SPESELEXIONS 


ON 


Marriage \ &C, 


—» Did not think , 
x that when we 
entertain'd our 
ſelves with the 
lixtcle Modern 
Phitoſopher, you would af- 
ter ' have demanded thoſe 
| things from me in earneſt, 
which were then our diver- 
tiſment : but ſince you have 


been ſo unclined, I obey you 
B readi- 
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(2) 


readily, both, as I ſhould | 


bluſh to refuſe. any ſatrsfa- 
Gon to a Perſon who has ſo 
grandly obliged me ; and al- 
{o, as I have a repugnance to 


quit my declared opinions, | 


But, T hope you conſider , 
that you deſire theſe things 
from a young man, who 15 
uncapable of doing right to 
ſo great, and.ſo important 
2 Subje&t ; and one , who 
beſtdes, can furniſh the dil- 
courſe with no - experiences 
of his own; and moreover , 


the diſtrefles of that Theam, 


require the alli{tances of the * 


moſt dext'rous and generous 


Pen, whilſt —\( bleeding 


in { 


Pf 
; 


TITS, 


(3) 


d \ inthe armes of a barbarous 
- T Age; who perfeCtly forget- 
0 | ting the reſpect it has recetv- 
- , 24 from all Generations ; 

- and the brave aſhſtances ic 
| gives to humane nature ; to- 
» | gether with the particular 
'S | obligations it has laid on 
themſelves, are upon the 
o } point of finniſhing its be- 

© fue in the world, without 

| the leaſt ceremony or ſhew 
(- | of regres Sucha Proſpect, 
'S | requires the aſſhiſtances of the 
'» | hobleſt Pen, which can do 
Y, | ho leſs then purchaſe ro the 
e | owner the immortal fame 
s | of a Hero; ftnce Marriage 
g | is not now aſlaulted from 
n | B > the 


gy— 
Oo 


(4) 
the Ambuſhes of CloySters ; 
nor from a luſtful Fryer ; 
But by the fairelt -preten- 
ders to generolity and noble- 
neſs, whoſe Protection have 
inall Ages been ſought by 
thole ' diftrefled Intereſts , 
which have fled from the fu- 
ry of Pedants, Whilſt I thus 
repreſent to you the impor- 
tance of this Action, I ſhew 
you My inability to do it, 
Bur, f(1nce it is for the ſatis- 
faction of a Friend, I think 


your Ingenuity and candour | 


are too great, to expect a 
{ufficiency trom a man he has 
not, about .him. Neither , 
can I believe, that you want 

any 


= 
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(9 
any Motives to aſh{t you in 
your juſt reſolutions ; that 
condition appearing too 
lovely init ſelf, to want the 
imbelliſhments of Elo- 
quence :* beſides the glories 
of the obje&t you carels , 
whoſe perfeftions and ac- 
compliſhments are ſo -great, 
as hardly to: be equalled 
within the compaſs of our 
Iſle. And were there not as 
much of pride as inclination 
in the preſent humours, we 
might very well queſtion 
whether the moſt hardy of 
our Gallznts, did they eve- 
ry day- converſs with'thoſe 
beautiful endowments which 


B 3 She 


(6) 

She poſlefles, would not w1/- 
lingly deſpile theglory of con 
temningMarriage for ſuchan 
injoyment, and even be con- 
tented to be vertuous, rathcr 
then not be happy : this we 
have reaſon to believe would 
be their reſolntion , were 
they not ſtrictly tyed up tg 
the high Rules of their Am- 
bition and Glory ; ſtarving 
their. judgements, whilſt 
they feed their pride and af. 
tetatzon. Your deſign wants 
none of the following Ar- 
guments to juſtify it, nor to 
keep your reaſon from ſub- 
mitting tothe fantaſtical de- 
finitions of the ſelt- conceit- 

ed 


1!- 


(23 
&d Malmsbary Philoſopher. 
And T muſt reminde you of 
oue thing more ; which is , 


' that as in Pictures , ſo in 


| ſach conſiderable draughts 


of humane Intereſts and Af- 
fairs , there "mult Nil] be 
wanting 'thofe'ptaces and that 
rents ttc no Def- 


ctiption nor 'Atcount can 


reach';'it being 1mpoſlible 


| for thegtotious life to be r1- 


valled by the ſweeteſt Paint; 


' and wecan only lay the cc- 


| lours,/and a fimetry of parts, 
whilſt” che beauty; arid the 


| chatmareabove'the reach of 
| Dep. *fr.witl yer be nieceſ- 
\ ſary, 0 keep your thoughts 

B 4 roge- 
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(8) 
rogether, to purſue a Me- 
thad, and to decline the 
hunting mode of _ writing 
now in ule, of running Re. 
marques here and there, as 
the tancy of the Author 
Jeads him : Marriage 1s our 


Theam; and the juſtnels , 


neceſſity, and advantages of 
it , the Subjects to be 1n- 
quired into. It is now the 
opinion of thoſe which will 
pretend to underſtand moſt , 
That the, world has been 
fool d in nothing more, then 
inan idle and a tame ſubmit- 
ting to the fetters. of Marri- 
age , that ſome one , un- 
known to them, did moſt 10; 
juriouſly 


; on that account, loſe t 


(9) 


| jurioully inflave ſo many 


Generations with this dull 
inſticution ; which did « 

c 
freedome and the vigour of 
generous aCtions,and mi'Ccar- 
ried in thoſe Eflayes, that 
would have ſhewed 2 greater 
bravery and glory of Minde. 


+ All Ages being left ſuch im- 


perfe&t draughts of Heroick 
vertue, becauſe the Ceenius 


| wascaptived chat drew them, 


which if it had known juſt 
liberty, former Grenerations 


would have been as perfect | | 7 


as the preſent is like to. 2 


pear. They think that if 
ſuch a company of Hero's, fi 
B5 Had! 


' 
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(10) 
had been boru into theſe 
parts of the world, who had 
been free of this Clog, Eu- 
Yope bad never ſat fo long 
ſkmbring with its Arms a 
croſs, whilſt the Turk plun- 
dered it of its beautifull Pro- 
vihces ; but that its Moones 
hadbeen Eclipſed by choſe, 
who with the quickneſs of 
Ceſar, had ranged the nume- 
rous Regions of the Ealt ; 
Carrying their victories fo 
farr upon the Traverſe till 
they had found no day light 


to, conquor by. ;. 'but the +» 


YVorld bas wanted theſe He- 
| rolck Aights,' whallt it has 
| cen, the impediments © of 
Wy V Ved: 
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ſe ! Wedlock, that made it fic 


(11) 


ſq long ingloriouſly (hill , 


and to paintthe. Scenes of its 


adventures with ſo much 
imperfeEtion and dulneſs. 
But whey we ſhall find that 
the world has received not 
greater benefits by the Ido- 
laters of Liberty, then from 
the votaryes of Wedlock ; 
and when it will Agp_ that 
nothing 1s more juſt ro man= || 
kind then that condition , | 
we ſhall be able to return ſo | 
criminable a Charge. Thoſe 
Ages; defind more prudently, 
and with greater moderation, || 
who made not bravery of ' 


nude a Knight errans ha- I 


(12) 
mour, fubmicting to all the 
riſques of Fancy and Appe- 


tite ; the worlkd has ſuffer'd 


- by nothing more then in chis 
uſeleſs noife, nor could 
there have been an act of 
greater prudence , then to 
put the ſhackles on this mad 
and wild Liberty , which 
would' more then any other 
thing , have diſordered hu- 
mane Aﬀairs. True noble- 
neſs andglory,is regular and 
managed ; and not like that 
CGroddeſs berg on the brain : 
| an infinite number of. bene- 
| fits and publique kindneſles, 
fate long in Counfell how to 
| define it; nor bave they paſ- 
| ———C—— 


— 
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fed its Character without 
many correEings and emen- 
dation: ; they have drawn to- 
gether differenc erections : 
and then. tryed them all (like 
Bmmas Purgation ) by the 
vigour of humane affaires , 
our Anceſtours conferred 
not their favours fo readily , 
nor did they admit thoſe in- 
to the family of He-0's, who 
were conſiderable only, for 
a peculiar wildneſs and fren- 
zy of minde : the preſent 
managers of Cepus's, may 
ery their offt-ſpring by their 
Poerick fire, , they ought 
not to do that injuſtice to 
their Fatbers , as to affirm 

_ S SLID of Wl hey 
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(14) 
they adored ,no other light, 
They haye introduced Chyme- 
ras.chen,and Faye expladed EX= 
cellent Rgalities, - who have 
di odged brayerics of Minde 
from the cirelcs of Marriage ; 
and wit' them they have rob'd 
th:woild of great advantages; 
of which I ſhall give you a 
proſpect in t 18 following Pa- 
pe. To oblig2 mankind, 
by an obligation ſacred, and 
unalter'd, to the affairs and in- 
tereſts of one Love, was an 
at of that prudence and wil- 
dome againſt which none.can 
juſtly diſpute : : They could 
with no equity, haye raiſcd a 
TAK co more ; ſ1gce che. Law 
of 


P—- 6 ww. 


oo 


(15) 
of nature proclaims that [ Loy- 
ing of one ſhould be for one enough] 
and that Sex mult have bcen 
left in a condition wholly bate 
a.d mercenary, to have took 
the pay of every Amour ; they 
would bave (ct up a Tyranny 
in Love, which maſt have been 
che molt crucl anl inlupporta- 
bleof all cthers, b:caule exer- 
ci'ed on the beſt intercſts of 
Life. Marriage pitz the 
world into Diſcipline, and a 


| Fappy government ; incloſe- 


oo_ 


CO_—_ 


i:g ch2 common 1njoyment , 
that. none migit lay ciaim to 
the portion of an other: had 
beauty, and the poſleſſion of 


rat Icx, been. lefe a prey ” 
ene 


j 
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enmity againſt al. che World ; R 


(16) 
the Conquerour, and ſubje& 
to be borne away by the moſt 
forceible courtſhips, mankind | 
mult have cyer dwelt jealous of ; 
each cther, proclaiming an J 


and have judged their power a- 
lone, a ſuffictene defence : but 
by the fore of matrimonial 
Laws , and the allotments & 
made us from above, welive in 
quictand (ecurity with each 0- l 
the:, who muſt elſe have ſtood 
perpetually on our guard, and 
ſecured what we had loved | F 
from the wandering Luſts of « Y* 
others, the world muſt have 
been perpetually involved in D 
Quarrels ; finceLoye is more * ſ 
E--- 5 4 


Py 
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| her, chatmuſt have been whol- 
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(17) 
reſtle(s, and more impatient 
chen Ambition : and whilſt a 
charming obje had many 
claumers, ſhe muſt ar laſt have 
yetlded to the Conquerour 
and nothav- gratificd te pal- 
f1on of theamolt deſerving, bur 
the moſt happy, being without 
the exerciſe of [that Empire 
which Halcion Lawes had gave 


ly loſt amidſt the animoſities 
of Rivals. Or if mankind 
bad been wearyed into a more 


Friendly way of _ , and 


| yeilded that to indifference , 


| which they pretend would have 


- 


been th:efft=& of Saciety: yet 
[ti'l che world mult have loſt 
ITS 


(18) 
its Glory to ob erveitz Peace: 
and like thoſe deipiled R cgi- 


ons, 'who are therefore quiet 


becauſe they bannih all ehings . 


that would inyite a Conquelt, 
The uſe of excellent” things 
mult have been laid-afide; -and 
the World muſt haye praRtiſcd 
the wifdomeof # prudent Con: 
ſort, who disbands Her btau- 


tics tocure the jealouſtes of a 


Husband, Ani as'the preat - 


Cato' urged the' preſerving of 
Carthage, to keep up the vi- 
gour of the Roman vertue 
which would languiſh when it 
had ncthing to emularz ; lo 
fuchan indiff:cence/ mit have 
yelld:d up all things of a gene- 


POUS 


acl 


(19) 
e: , rous concernment. Moſt 
1- | actions of bravery and glory , 
ct [receivea motive and originall 
ps | from without ; andas we have 
ſen, that all Ages have 
73 |applyed themſelves to thoſe 
d |things that procured the ef 
d |teem and. the reward, V ertye 
_ preſently fading, w when it wants 
i- «the Sun-ſhine ofapplaule and 
a [|@mulation, and the ſhowers of 
e -|recompence; lo no copſidera- 
f [tion of particular concerns 
- [ments in Love, and the (tud+ 
e | dy of appearing griatctull and 
t « accepted, had brought a g: 'eat- 
) 


el 


er dulneſs on the world, then a 
preſent reflex1on can readily 
- * dilcove;, neither [hall weaſhrm 
. 1 


(20) be 
a thing at all unjuſt, to ſay, th 
that the world owesnot incon- | dl 
{tderable benefits to a vertuous |M 
Love; and that, not ſo much vl 
as it has brought upon. 1ts bo- | ou 
ſome ſo nany He-o's, bat al- | th 
fo, as it made vigorous and |re. 
ſtrong the beginning of that | nc 
vertue, which had poſlible fat |ir 
down wearied with {mall ac-&C 
quirements , had it not been [p) 
ſupported by a generous paſ- |th 
ſton: a truth that has found [oc 
more excellent experiments, | 
then what are met with in foo- | ly 
liſh Romances. And whilic & 11 
thus the exceſles, and the ind it- | 01 
terence had done the world e- | yi 
qual prejudice3, what _ , 

c 
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(21) 
be more propitious to it, then 
the moderation and the mid- 


n- |dle way of Marriage? 1t re- 
uz \movez on one hand what 1s 
ch 4 violent , furious and R apaci- 
o- | ous, and overcomes on the 0- 


1]- 
1d 
ac 
at 
C= 
en 
if. 
1d 
I 
0 - 


| 


ther a degenerate indiffe- 
rence and (loath: and as it is 
not our inclinations but their 
irregularity that makes our 


eCrime, loevery thing is hap- 


py In its moderation : thus 
the aſliitances of fire to the 
occaſions of life are very 
happy and neceſſary, it is on- 
ly dreadfull when it growes 


{t 4unruly ; we faile with pleaſure 
t- [on that Ocean, and trace Its 
e- | yeilding boſome with remoteſt 
__ wealth, 


be 


(22) 


wealth, from which yet we tear | 


anintundation, So Love pe 
ſerved in happy bounds by le 
inſtitutions of Marriage ; 


excellenciez and advan Boe 


remain to the world, 1s chil- 
diſh and troublelome qu-lities 
are cut off by Lawes: 17s made 
tame and gentle, which would 
elſe have devoured the {:aret 
concernments of the Unive-le: 
ſhould the wor 1d be without the 
ſociety of this govern'd Paſh- 
on, it mizht'wina heate to Vi- 
oourate, and':ender ſervicea- 
ble all:its' parts, which muſt 
elſe have ſubmitted to dull lan- 
guiſhments, nothing then ap- 
pexres' more juſt then Marri- | 


(23). 
age, fince the love it cuts off 
and regu:ates, the world could 


[not have borne 3 and the love 


it manages 1i-;Cinnor pare, 


; ; Without paiting with the toun- 


dation of its beſt Affairs : nei- 


; [therhave aiy appeared ditlatiſs 


fiedwi:h this condu&, but on- 
ly the Bravo's, and Furiolo's 


| 


of Ages, who think that the 
atistyinz {of an ungovernd 
apperite,, 13 more 1mportant; 
then the betng kind and oblieg- 
itz to common nature z whilſt 
only luch polittques as. [ther 
own, can wake 1t be thought 
expedient to de!troy thegood 
of te whole, tor the unreaſon- 
able ſatzsfaCtion of fome im par- 


78, | ticular 


| (24) 
ucular. The higheſt wiſdome 
rook the pro'pet of all the 
Species, and eltabliſhed what 
wasthe benefit and the good of 
all z andnot what might pleale | 
che humour of ſome 1ndividu- 
als, who ſtarting upin particu- 
lar Generations, and making 
a noiſe amongſt thoſe with 
whcm they lived , could yet 
with no Juſtice, reproach the 
prudence that governed: their | 
Fathers; with which they are 
diſpleaſed, throughthe capri- 
cx0uſnels oftheir own tolly,and 
not the defe& of the precept ; 
which like Beds and Couches,) 
arenot to be accuſed, becauſe 
they are uneafie tothe Sick and | 
diſtem« 


| 


(25) 
diftempered. Wehave found 
low prejudiciall the ſmall ex- 


| periment they have made of 
| their new way, has been to the 


world ; they have praiſed on 
it but a }icrle while, bur yer, 
like bold Empericks, they 
have fo altered and ſpoyl'd its 
conſtiration, tha: a long courſe 
of beter experiments will 
hardly recover 1: ; they have 
boa'ted of their Skill and Dex- 
re: ity, but thoſe inconvenien- 
cies tha” they pretended ſud- 
denly ro remove, they have 
opened into animpetuous tor- 
rent of peccaut Humours; and 
had not former times who ſubs 
mitted to the intereſts of Mar- 

C FIage, 


(26) 
riage, done more then they tor 
the p-oſpect:y and good of the 
world, it lad poſlible known 
{(canticr Allowances ot health 


and tranquility : had the Gie- | 


nins of the Ulniveris been 
taſhioned by them, we migh* 
hardly have leen produced all 
thoule mcnuments of V ertue, 
Glory and Nobiene(s, which 
now are exiant in thoſe who 
areliketo do no:hing but ſa» 
tisty thei: humour and appe- 
tte, and quarrel with thoſe 
thingsthey cannot minde z and 
the world ought to look upon 
them as no othe *, but luch who 
in Countrie; lying low, let in 


the Sea upon th;em, to drown » 


all 
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all che poſleſſion; of greateſt 
Valuc; thinking ſuch an ex=- 
travagancy ſufficiently recom- 
pence\, by having thereby an 
opportunity, to row the ſmall 
Pivacez of their fancyes , 
trimmed with the Flag and 
Saile of theic Poetry , over the 
buryed magnificencies and 
honours of their Fathers, 

Marriage laid the founda- 
tion, and firſt principle of ct- 
vil Society ; it waz a Yoake 
tor which the neck of innocence 
was not too fofc and delicate; 
and a condition governed by 
unerring vertue, had yet need 
of tnele allotments, as to the 


' advantages and improvements 


C 2 of 
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of Society. Andchat which 
Marriage appropriated , was 
the firſt proclaiming of Mine 
'and Thive ; the Earth was 
common , and th2 injoyments 
of it had an undi{tinguiſhed 
right, whilſt the concern- 
ments of the Bed were ſacred 
and ſeperate :i''and even in 
thoſe natures, the moſt ruined 
and decayed, there are yet 
rhe remaines of this' old incl1- 
nation, which ſhew themſelves 
in jcaloiiſ1es, anda deſire to 
ofleſs alone the fancyed ob- 
jeEts ; and in all things elſe 
we can allow a ſharer, but 
' inthe intereſts of our Love : 
conqueſt, repine, and vio- 
lence 


(29) 

lenc2 dividel1 the portions of 
the Earth, but, uature lepe- 
rated ., Marriage 3 againft 
which 18 18. the b1gheit crime to 
complain of. -lo juſt an anſti- 
wution, augot jucn: equal ak 
lowances; - T gt; -6ondation 
through the Ages ic has tra- 
velted;:as ot meiwith that 
; Tudeneſtcs: Db okindaefles, 
abhaventade|t Iiffer, :aud:boft 
its rdpe&, but if -niankind 
would reatſume xbat.oblequi- 
ouſneſs ind obſervance which 7 
| 1t:onght to receive, we {hould || 
« find it:again reJoredto all,ztz {| 
former ' renown! | and ventia- Fþ. 
tion: that Inſtitution, hike 
Power, :owts tsglory to the 

CG 3 relpedt 
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reſpe@ 1s paid it, whilſt every 

thing that 1s negletted, 15 by 

that ſcorn rendered cheap and 

contemptible z and any dil- 

elteem which Marriage 'lyes 
under, is notfrom the incon- 
veniencies that ace found in 
it, but only ariles from the 
incivility of thoſe times that 
forbear to reſpeRit: if ſome 
Perſons would ſtuddy to do 
it Juſtice, we ſhould find it 
_ with the ſame votaryes 
about it, and not like dethron'd 
Monarchs , withour its {tate 
and+ unattended. Some not 
- generous as they ought, have 
put affronts upon Marriage, 
and a defire of their  reputa- 
tions, 
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(3t') 
tions, have produced in cthers 
the fellowſhip of their crime; 
(crupling not at all to thare 11 
their Vices, ſo they might 
but participate of their glo- 
ry : thele ar2che FaCtions bans 
dying againit Marriage, who 
lofeth the memory of their 
Fathers, that minded nobler 
things, canthink of nothing 
better thenthe moſt diſinge- 
nuous and diſhonourable di- 
vertiſments, But I believe, 


| Thave ſaidenough to vindicate 


| thejuſtneſs of Marriage; and 


| 


% 


there is that in every mans 
mind that will aſſiſt the en- 


deavour. 


As the principle which | 


C 4 CON» | 
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continues nature, 13 oft all 
things the moſt excellent and 
generous, 10 that whi.h makes 
the continuance happy -and 
advantagious , muſt not be 


contemptible : the {e:ds of be- | 


ing in other Creatures are a3 
powertull, as Lyons ard T gyers, 
who leave their young tomhertt 
their quitted beings, and the 
Deſarts where they gayerr'd : 
'The Stag communicates to his 
Off-ſpring, his ſwifeneſs, and 
z long lite, but the Rational 
beings, arenot only continued 
in their kind , but in their 
ule and glory by the diſciplin 
of Marriage: and it has not 
only perpetuated Generations, 

and 


(33) 
and the variety/'of Ages, but: 
conveycd atoag-wich tucceſlion 
the pleaſures and che inteceſts. 


ot it ; it has hot-only laid the - | 
| foundati onsot vaſt and-puillanc 


Empires, 0! }({tyv Signarzes 
and States 7; " bat rendered 
them nſefull 5 civil ; and 
excellent, it lasgiven bicths- 
to fucce-t.f! and Aduriſhing 
Arts; and ' not only "fixed: 
their conſtellations, but al- 
fo pointed the circles where 


they ſhed their Influence -1t 


has managed che high-Mettle, 
and feirceneſs of Witt, and 
inade that eaſy to begoverned, 
which mighe'el{: Yave proved 


too unruly for them that uſed 


'Y C5 it, 


(34) 
ic. | To this weowethe origt- 
nal and excellency of Learn- 
ng, "which has taught wildom 
and civility to barbarous Na- 


trons ; whoſewilder wfluence, 


like that of Comets , had | 
ted nothing but ruine and | 


diforderstothe world, had it 
not role un the circles ot Mar- 


riage: He i'was once rocked ' 


ti. the Cradle, whole Phile- | 


lophy and Science, afrer tra. 
veltd tothe confines. of might 
and day; who rileing. in the 
{phear' of Marriage, ſhed-a 
quiet influence, over all chat ? 
Land-and Water knew. An 


indulgent Mother. m her lap, } 


ficft. bound thecender; head. of 


Q* | 


(35) 
afamous Conquerour, who- 
atter wore the Laurels of fo 
many vittoryes , conveying, 
wich her mul k and hex careſles, 
a {weetne 5 that charmed the: 


{ | fury of his blood. Whilſt, 


| Ambition, Warr, and Dil- 
| tempersſtillemptyedthe wor'd, 
| Marriage ſupply=d it with 
other inhabitants, who took, 


- | up» through the track of the 


ſlam? Education, the affaiss. 
and intereſts of their Father 
V Vhen by thedeath: of fome 
excellent Perſon, mankind 
have been deprived of great 
advantages and bleſſings, ſome. 
others have roſe up.and equal'd 
1f not excell'd the. vertne. of: || 


(36) 

(heif Fathers. . When Conn- 
tries have been widdowed and 
drooped over the loſs of an- 
andulgent Prince, they have 
had reftored in a ſucceſſour 
the freſhne's of their ' wit ed 
joyes : and the defignes of a 
vaſt E mpare, letc in: an 1mper- 
fe& draught, has, been fin- 
niſhe. by the ſucceeding 
hard with all che beauties and 
tnbelliſhments of Power. 
Arm increafing Nation, liy- 
Irig too ſtraight in narrow 
ES10Ns, haye under the &Oh-+ 
duct of ſome Heto , * ſo:ight 
| ib cOmmodior's Traces ; 
66s. pe nerous defivnes have 
WES per! efted wes 
1G 


(37) 
ſuccefſours, as ro b5come one 
of the faireſt Empires of the 
world: andit has been found, 
tat mingl:ng Nations, whoſe 
Lin:ts have been perplexed 
| with 97160 commarymns, have 
never done any thing where- 
by to be r:nowi'd : thoſe 
. P"2CeSTN nave (Frere Incur- 
 fhons,, where they: have not 
bravely diflinguiſhed and 
unite{ their own blood, have 
preſently loſt the fence 'atiff 
name of oloty ; which a4 
cret! title of blood, has been the 


| treat motive to the moſt He- 


| toick'' atchervernents how 
| #4 che4world bthold'and ad- 
mire an invincible vb{tina- 

oY 


(38) 
cy in the reſolutions. of the 
Capran , becauſe he could 
not betray the glory of a Ro- 
Tan . the reſpeCt and digni- 
ty of blood, 15 preſerved no 
where by. inthe Channels of 


Marriage ; and the Child | 
only reveres the vertue of a | 
juſt Parenc. The ſence of | 
glory, not bounded in thoſe * 


lacred Spheares , had wan- 
dered till it had ſpent its in- 
fluence, and fallen ſhor upou 
the Earth. Marriage holds 
the Idea nterer, and inbelliſhr 
with that ſence which makes 


'. It facred.;.. Emulation ſees 


ita faroff, and viewes it on- 
ly with indifference, to. which 
the. 
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cheinclination 1s bu: fortui- 
rus and ancertain; but we 
carry it 1n. our bofome, when 


\ we have received ic trom our 


Fathers. ? 
He thut looks upon. the 
tour great Empizes of the 
World , wil! find that they 
flouriſhed chen wich greatel(t 
bravery, when they weremoit 
vertuous, and tht their great- 
neſs declined with their Mo- 
ra's ; the Aſſyiam Empire 
was (lucceeded by the Paſa; 
whi-h by ts ſtrange Luxuries 
and Effeminacies., . became 
loeaſy a Prey to, the armes of 
4lexander, and by efleminatce 
Agets We no. where we. 
ene 


(40) 
the 'U xorious , for they were 
ever *manly and gallant, bat 
thoſe rhar gave themſelves u 
to the diſhonours of that Sex, 


when the Perſtan Empire was | 


deſtroyed, he tharput our its 
tight, was to0 careleſs of by: - 
ſerving his' own ; whoſe 1us 
celes and a bolt (1-15, bs ing 
all*thar was remarkable in 
him, foun1 not i his Riot 
and his Wanronneſs, the let- 
fufe 'to'think..of con inuing 
what he ha2 acquired; by 
whiett mdanc4 that Power, be- 
inglefe withorrt ah Heir, but 
NE wh feet and: not 
ref} Mfſelf ; * the 
vi RR Wy Adait- 


1m{trators, 


(41) 

niftrators, ſoon laid it Jow ; 
re [who ſhareing of their Maſters 
x |[temper, as they did of his 
p |Sacceſles , were only che 
x, |purſuers ofa mad glory ; few 
s | of them leaving a name in 
-; | Power, who hail yet the: pol- 
- | fibilicy to have done. ſeimych 
. |ro acquire it. After this 
+ | roſe the Ronen, thebelt built, 
1 | and 'ſupported ,:- and. at ihe 

largeſt extent : ſpreading the 
wings of its dreadfull Eagles 
| over. the face. of the. whok 
| Earth, heing the -nobl&t and 

molt exact draught of Power, 

that rhe memory of Man has 

known : its vertue was the 
g moſt uſefull amt generous; 
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its Artsthe moſt pleaſing and |. 
excellent, and its Spirit the |; 
moſt perſevering and great , 
that any times have ſhown, |: 
that were barely Vertuous, |; 
with its religions Reſpect |. 
amongſt other things, to *- 
Marriage, and by the gravi- |. 
cy of its Morals, it ſtood in on 
a long ſucceſlion, at once $i 
theterror and the delight of '*" 
the world : all Nations, ei- hc 
cher courting its friendſhip, | © 
or trembling at its Armes, |" 
but when it was governed by _ 
ſuch Princes as Nero, and Ca- | Jo 
liguls, it yeilded to thoſe ©* 
Vices from which it could % 
never recover it {clt:; but by .. | 

little. ©* 


=» (43) 
little and liccle declined, till 
| fhar greatneſs on which the 
orld had - waited, and which 
* ithad ſerved, laid it felt down 
boglorioully 1 in the languiſh- 
ing'acmes of 4uſtiza ; where 
2 "4 'Femains, with none of its 
1, [Mi —_—_— about it ; 
g | ins: pe in the times of 
ji and Ceſar, it ſuffered 
- [much by Ambition, yet it 
| |bad r frill a: remedy to e- 
, qual the diſeaſe ; and whulſt 
* \its Peace was boldly aſſaulted 
be one Hero; itwas as bravely 
' Sdefended by anther : by which 
| leaſily raiſeda confutation of 
. their vainopinion, who main- 


d:2in ſoftneſs and efteminacy 
to 


(44) 
to be the great ſecurity of h 
2 Nations Peace, ſince wa 
u 
| 


: 


thing can more diſcourage 
the attempes o' the moſt 5kil. wy 
full vertue, againſt thep ace mM 
of Kingdomes, then the;Re; 6 
flexions which it makes upayle | 
the vigaur af: thoſe) Rivale|. 
qualities, © $o:u{ltxandis dels the 
pawadr; lot; Pefa', whit they, 
R bodiandliidy Ancither - has | 
iny'Nation afliſted'26 He- | 
roickperfeftion tots own los, |. 
hace though lorhept it may he ) 
tmployed vngratefully as " 
gainſt ic,: yet icalwaies ae thi Hoh 
me time: reocive; the effects ** 
of the others acknowledge It 


| 
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If weſhould quit this great 
ceah, we havetraced, and 
ake a view of all the lefler 
1. urrents of dominion , that 
|averiunthaough every Age, 
19 (hill fiid- that Marriage 
was the Fonutain trom whenca 
al, flowed that Vertne, which 
WAGE aſlHiling and propirious to 
om But we will leave that 
v- ſtream , and open a proſpect 
| into the affairs of Learning, 
G which asS 1t has role in times 
w ſerious and: modeſt, (it did 
oY only receive reſpect and 1n- 
. 4couragement from thoſe ages: 
; | Philoſophers governed Re- 
a, ubliques in Greece, but they 
hn not only theiy raputation, 
FE | but 
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but their blood in the effemi- 
nate dayes of Nero, Sciences 
never cook birth but in grave 
and prudent times, whillt the 
{currilous and. wanton wit, 
was ever eltcemed in idle! 
Ages. - In thole dayes, Poe- 
ry and the looſenels of the 
T heater, the debauches, and 
theexcrements of Wit, were, 
only valued and admired ; and\ 
chey received Elogies and 
Laurels., who invented new 
wayes of Debauchment , or 
that could expreſs themſelves 
with the greatelt ſmartneſs 
an Letchery and Extrava-' 


have ever ſhared one Fate i 
the 


eance : V Vit and Beauty j s 


Ic 


qL 
Pp: 


{e\ 


re 


(47) 

the world ; when they are 
happily elpouled to _ 
and i!|uftrious Subjects ; 
elle given- up to profſtitu- 
tion and diſhonour 3 nei- 
ther have theluſttull Ages of 
the world dealt more barba- 
roully with that bluſhing 
Sex, then with chis virgin 

quality : and in how many 
nd? p:oductions tranſmitted from 
nd ſeveral times, ſhall we lee the 
©* [moſt excellent and vigorous 
© |fancyes, proſtituted to the 
. moſt baſe and deteſted Sub- 
an. which infelicity they 
'&- received from thoſe times in 

*| which. they lived, and they 
by. IN might have been more nappy; 
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(48) | 
had they converſed with no-} eq 
bler Theams, Thus the re-| ;n 
putation of Learning , and| vw; 
excellent Arts have fell and' cx 
declined for want of Eſtima-| in 
tion ; / whilſt all applyed! a6 
themſelves. to thoſe things, an 
that procured the fame andap-| it 
plauſe,norhing is ſince the cor-| A 
ruptzon of nature fo pernicious. p 
and extravagant as V Vit; it 
neicher has any thing done the | c: 
world greater miſchief then; 11 
that quality : ithas put Na-, at 
cions into flames, fil:d with u 
wounds the boſome of thes v 
Church ; whether it haz pre-) t 
ſided in Camps, managed, t 
defignes in Courts ; or hatch4l: v 

ed \ 


[ 
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0-; edcrrous in low-roott-Cloyſters: 
e-| in all which places , the 
ad | world has felt the ſmart of ics 
1d ; cruelty : ic has ſomtimes ru- 
a-| in'd by boyſterous and bloody 
ed| ations; at others by ſoftneſs 


23| and Aatteries: it has wound 
p-| it felf into all Intereſts and 


r-| Aﬀaics; and when it is not 
us permitted to inſ{u't, to brave 
*;,| it, and to manage 1mportant 
concernments 3 it conceales 
en; it elf, by a peculiar ſubcilty 
a-| and baſhtulnels, from whence 
ch un{uſpected it ruines and de- 
hea vours : but this quality z 
e-; thus pernicious and unruly, 
ed; becomes much more ſober and 
h& uſefull in rhe temperaments 
d \ D of 


( 50) 
of Marriage. And that » 
waich they call the dulling of 
the fancy, and the checking 
of the happy vigour, 1s but a 
caſheiring of that madneſs, 
which all Ages have been bound 
co curſe. V Vhenthe world 
was buſied in matrimonial! 
Concernments, Learning 0- 
pened it ef in all the flou- 
riſhes of a happy Knowledge ; 
tpreadingto Heavenits Bran- 
ches, and through Earth its 
R oots: the eaſy and cftemi- 
nate V Vit, was put out of 


countenance by _ the gravity PA 


of that appearance, and tub- 
mitted willingly to more ex- 
cellent affairs, co gain eſteem 
| and 


(51) 
an{ reputation, Some men 
might have the fame of greater 
Learning, but the Oracle 
pronounced Socrates the wileſt 
Man of Greece. And tocome 
neerer our to times,vhere ſhall 
wefind in any ages, ſo much 
fortiſhneſs and a dark 1gno- 
ranc:, as in thoſe, that firſt 
a lowed the folitary lives of 
Preilts, in which they gave 2 
Proofe not of their contt- 
nence,but their vices. Thoſe 
dareing men, who with their 


 1nhumane Decrees , control 


ed the influences of Nature; 
and could at their pleaſure 
ſtem the Rapid Humidity :. 
which dull Subjects of their 

D 2 bold 
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bold experiments , they de- 
polited in CloyFters , thole 


Stoves (too many of them ) of 


wretched Luſts ; which by 
the prattices of bc altlyCrimes, 
appeared no cther then the 

aques of the world. In thole 
Ag es the Sun of Learning 
foceuly clapt in, and that 
duller day oppcared lictle ber- 
ter then a night of knowing 
nothing; whilſt the world 
ſeemed ſed by idle Phantaſmes 
| and fooliſh Illuſions ; pre- 
| ferring dreames full of unpro- 
| ficable Arigma's, betore the 
| len;imen's of waking ages. 
| Thoſe who wereno: {'riouswere 
| madand unruly, thoſe whoſe 
| antereſts 


| 
4 
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intereſts it was to appear ſo0- 
lemn, were dull and blockiſh; 
as 1t with the opinion, they had 
lot the learning of their An- 
celtours ; and juſtly were 
thoſe times infacuated, that 
pave {)oreata wound to the 
nobleſt affairs of Nature: 

neither could fo bold an in- 
junCtion have dared to appear 
intimes lefs dark and footy, 
So that Learning ſeems. only 


to have loved the ſociety of 


Uxorious and modeſt ages , 


2nd to have received increaſe | 


and favour from them, 


Marriage was moreover amo- | 
dell of the- after governments | 
of cheV Vorld : the dominion . 
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of a Parent in his Family, 18 
a true repreſenta10n of the go- 
vernment of a juſt Prince, 
who is the father of h13 Coun- 
try : men inthis mirrourmight 
have ſeen the agrecableneſs 


\ of Power and Empire ; and 


with better inclinations might 
become obedient toan univer- 
fall head, whilſt they plainly 
could perceive the advanta- 
gesof order and ſubjeRton in 

ticular Familtes: had there 
| args diſtin&ion in Socie- 


[| ries, in which by the reſpect 


| and obedience paid to ſome 


{] Perſons, the advantagez of 
"Rule might be approved , 


| men would never have been 


| 
| 


willing 


| 
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; willing to have paited with the 


mo? extravagant parts of cheir 


Liberty, but all defires of 


Soveraignty would have been 
oppo.ed as Injuſhice and T y- 
ranay ; but by Marriage, and 
the iflue of the Bed, men had 
within themſelves a Lord- 
ſhip and Dominion, and the 
advantages = that —_— 
appearing. the intention © 
rm ——_ Perſon, and 
his defires to prote&t Coun- 
tries and Provinces , and to 
b2 their univerſal Head and 
Parent, was not received with 
that averſion, as they muſt have 
been, had they wanted thoſe 
advantagious Preſidents: and 
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I know not how to bclieve, | 


chatall the Dominions of the 
Earth were founded in abſo- 
lute Tyranny : and that they 
had at firſt no deſign of the 
goodot Nations, which was 
accidentall, and found necel- 
lary tor the ſecurity and quiet 
of Power ; ſince it 1s impoſ- 
ſible torany Country to injoy 
Peace, KR iches, or Profit. 


without the ſuperiority of 


ſome or other. Marriage 
drew the Idza of Power, and 
1mbelliſhed it with thoſe ad- 
vantages that made it more 
pleaſant to mankind , then 
| hadit been the rovgh draught 
' of command,laid only in black 
and 
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and bloody Colours : with 
what abhorrance had they 
took the proſpet of Domi- 
nion, if they had only ſeen 1c 
deſign'd by ambition, with 
all the furies of Death. and 
Battles ; with a fullen and 
impertous lovk, having no- 
thiog about-1t propitious and 
affable, but ravenous and 1n- 
jurtous : butin the frame of 
Wedlock, it appears friend- 
ly and obligeing, reconcileing 
the cthonghts of ſubj=E&tion, 
whilſt it Aouriſhes 1n all the 
ſweetneſs 0: ſecurity and pro- 
fit, Itrepreſents to us, that 
the thoughttulnels and the cares 
of Rulc,arenot in them'elyes- | 
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ſo excellent as the repoſe and 
P—_ of obedience, and 
e which injoyes his benefits 
ſecured to him, has rather what 
he ſhould acknowledge with 
gratitude, 'then emulate in 
the induſtry-and cares of his 
Crovernour ; who thoug' he 
weares more ſplendid Titles, 
ye his watchingz and his 
thoughtfulneſs , cover with 


paleneſs the tempting bea'1- | 


ties of the other ; none would 
deſire to rule, that ſee the 


— 


” "—_— 
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Luxuries of Power cut off 


by Lawes, and preſidid over 


by ch» wakeing deſigns for the 
common go2d : and like the 


Children of a Family, they 
willingly 


a 
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willingly allow the Parent his 
command, whilſt they receive 
a maintenanceand protection. 
Inſhor”, it affords to mankind 
a convincing Proofe , that 
command and ſubjeRion are 
diſpoſitions that may dwell 
tog-ther with great friend|y- 
ne s and advantage ; and that 
the world could nottell how to 
be wi-hout their mingling In- 
tereſts; except not only all 
reſpect and decorum was 
thrown out cf it, but allo, e- 
very thing of profit and re- 
poſe, and thethirlt of all com 

mand took place. 
Neither has Marriage been 
leſs propitivus to Kingdomes 
Fn 


( 60) 
In particular, then to the 
whole. worid in General. 
Whilſt irc brought in the 
grand foundation of their 
| peace and quiet; For this 
( yetwith no injury ) fixes a 
man, to a: ſettlement , and 
2 contented” condition of Jiv- 
ing, who if he ſhould obey 
the force of no o:her argu- 
ments, yet the juft con{1dera- 
tion of hits Fanul y and: R ela- 
tions, would difpoſe him to 
Peace and ſubjeCtion : many 
men are {ometimes tempted to 
be the inſtruments of fatal} 
diſorders toa Nation ; whil't 
they have nothing to ſuffer 
burt- themſelves in the cala- 
mites 
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mities of 111 ſucceſs: few are fo 
brutzſh,as-to have no regard to 
the welitare of thoſe they love; 
who would by Treaſon. cut 
trom his Chilctren a brave E {- 
rate, and leave chem nothing 
but Poverty and the-reproa- 
ches of his Crime to inherit : 
and-wefindthat thoſe who have 
ye: been miſled trothele actions, 
did dye with nothoughtsz more 
tender about:them, then what 
were to..k trum the calami- 
ties of their Children; and 
though fome have- broke 
throughallthele conſiderations 
and have neglected their dear- 
eſt intereſts, yet that dos not 
diſproye the forcethey uſual- 


ly 
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ly havenpon our minds : 'tis 
providing for hole that come 


after us, which makes us in-- * 


duſtrious,and lomtimes peace- 
able and vercxo0us too; what 


man wouldnot be ſhook, and. 
| feel ſome remorle in his de-- 


fignesand projects of Ruine; 
thathasa loving Wife leaning 


| on his boſome, and innocent- 


Children hanging about his 
knees ; but he char lives alone, 
what deſign foever he drives 
at, hereceives none - of theſe 
Regrets and Remorſes, but 
ſetting all chings in himſelf, 
 cryes, let the world ſtand and 
fall with me, and- we have 
good reaſon to believe, that 

no” 
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the unmarried lives of the 
Romiſh Prieſts, have been 
- | -the cuſs of great calanuties 
q and diſorders in Kingdomes, + 
who are entertain'd in all Ca- | 
bals of that nature, like the | 
Zewes tn theTarkeſþh Councels, 
for the peculiar averſion which 
| they bear tothe tranquility of 
+ Nations, Men who have 
| toomuch leiſure, ard too lit- 
tle dependance on a common 
intereſt , will freely play a- 
way their own ſhare in any 
| Kingdome, by its ruine,whilſt 
4 there are ſomany Cloyflers in 
other places to proteQt and re- 
, cavethem: » ich appxar the 
blackTresſeries of: —_—— 
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their Guardians and Supe- 
riors flinging about thoſe kin- 
dled fire-Brands., to inflame 
the world, who if they had a 
Family, and an intereſt ſer- 
tled comind, would wich leſs 
facility bediſpoſed ro aft the 
Papall deſ1gns ; and would 
takea great deal [cls pleaſur: 
in thediforders of Chriſten- 
dome. Marriage makes men 
look upon the peace and prof- 
perity ot the world withmore 
concernment and delight,then 
thoſe do who care only for 
themſelves and their preſent 
_ "fatisfaQtion : Nay,there 1s a pe- 
| Culiar wandering humour, and 
a diſpoſition of unreſt in the 

{ingle 
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ſingle life; and whilſt the 
thoughts have no certain aime 
towhich to dire them, they 
are ever feeting and uncon- 
ſtant: and the wo.Id from 
ſhaded Cloyfters , has ſeen e- 
mitted the moſt unquiet and 
reſtleſs Principles , whilſt 
mendwellingin a perpetuall 
tranquility themſelves, knew 
not how elſeto imploy their let- 
ſare, curled from above, as 
lazy aud unworthy, but by 
intangling and perplexing 
the eo the Earth: from 
the'e diſguized men, have 


Empires f:-t: Convulfions - | 


and dolefull Changes, which 


«> like fire diſguized in Snow, 


inſenfible 
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inſenfible deſtroyed their ' _.. 
peace; whil t the veneration | p, 
of their diflembled Sanftity 
protefted them from the lut- ,.- 
pition of ſach devouring Prin- | 
ciples.Marriage made men in- 
tent on the buſineſs of a F- 
mily, and endeavour to them- 
ſelves that tranquility and re- 
poſe which a juſt Government / 
affords them ; becauſe they 
way by thoſe advantapes injoy 


the contentments and the in- F 
tereſts of their families. But | 
the ſingle life, is uſually in- 
clined to innovations and fhitc- 


\ ingsof Power; becauſe that 

: varicty whullt it pleaſes, it al- 

ſo injures none of thoſe con- & 
cernments 


| (67) 
I” - cernments bound up in a ſingle 
"1! ' Perſon: they may defend them- 
Y ſelves from the wound aimed 
4at a ſolitary breaſt, who could 
” | not ſo well proteft the boſome 
of many ; which under the 
” [conduct of a juſt care, and 
£ affetion, would partake of 
"” [anequal tenderneſs, Whilſt 
< War deſplayesits bloody En- 
Y | fignes to trembling Regions, 
7 | whilſt it covers with the Me- 
L | naaces of many deaths the bo- 
ſome of a Nation, what tra- 
' | giqueScenes arepreſente1 to 
\-* the tender and affectionate, 
who whilſt they arc immortal _* 
in their own reſolutions, yet - | 
ed dy2 often for their relations in 
cruel 


(63) I 
cruel apprehenſions ; and; 
dread the roling Torrent, as 
bringinglo unutual&ſo unkind | 
a fate, in the loſing ol more 
lives then one ; whilſt they 
indure adeath, muſt be ſar- |; 
vived by ſence. And for the 

other advantages of Power, 
which are union of mindes the ||. 
Uxorious man oppoſes er-4 
rours with the- greatelt force, ' 

& extravagancies (thoſe blan- | 

diſhing and loft deſtroyers of | , 
Nations)witha paſſionate in- | 

duſtry , becauſe though he | 
way himſelf withſtand the al- o 
fault, yet he. fears their pre- 
valency on thoſe he. loves ; 


thoſe crne] opinions, that 
have 


| - 
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have ſet Nations on flames, 
and; E 
'|and thoſe Cyicean vices that 
have charmed and devoured, 
1nd | k x 
have been by none (o reſolute- 


I 
0 y oppo.ed, as by him who pro- 


he 0M FR 
x tes a Fam] y trom ll their al. 
faults, 
the 
_ It afforded moreover to 
? 


-ho | mankind, the honour and de- 
ar 4/120 of a hopetull Iflue : no- 
< ; thing was eſteemed of old, 
? { more an honour then many 
of | Children, the iflue of a law- 
+. | full Bed. the promiſing youth 
\. | vfa Child, returnsa reputa- 
( @£0n to the Father ; and ma- 
._ * ny menhad been forgotten in 
. the Hiſtories of Ages, had 
- @pthey not been the Parents of 
| Chul- 


_ 
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Children, who were famous ;! ;, 
every Parent receives an hon»\ p 
our from che Vertues, and' 
the celebrated qualities of his Y 


off-ipring ; tis a reputation | 


to have been the rootethart bare | « 
thoſe Flowers, whole tairneſs | | 
and ſweetneſs were pleaſant | 
rothe whole World: and if! 
one Apelikeanunkind ſpring £. 
has by weakly aſſiſted the? 
births ofa Family, poſlible the | 
next, has recompenced the 
defect by a double propitioul- 
neſs ; cauſing that Race to be 
renown dinthe following Cre- 
nerations, that was nt valued 
in the former, whilſt all thoſe 
Honours and Applauſes, ar 


nor 
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US ;; not beſtowed without a juſt 
10» \ Reflexion on the Parent that 
and hare them: neicheris the de- 
has lighe any ching inferior, if 
100 F the excellent endowments of a 
AIC | Strange: are pleaſing tous, (as 
11S | they doubcleſs are toevery in- 
nc | genious mind) what muſt be 
if} the accompliſhments of them, 
"2+ whom we have brought into 
NC | theworld our (elves? tobe the 
the | Parents of thoſe that may prove 
fuccestull inſtruments for the 
good of Mankind,are bleſſings 
and contentments, not to be 
equalled by lictle things : and 
the ations of many men that 
have lived in theworld, would 
have none of the Reputation 
they 


(72) 
they have yet acquired, if it | 
had not been for the conſi-\ ' 
deration of their Fanulies :| 
next to thole intereſts which 
we owe above, nothing 1s lo 
noble, ſo good, and fo com- 
mendable, 2s to proſecute 1n 
wayesot Juſtice and Honour, | 
the intereſts of our Family : | 
in the puriuitot which has al- 4 
{o been raiſed, all or molt of 
theglorious T riumphs ofver- | 
tue , Courage and Induſtry 
that the world has known 
at leaſt they have cn that ac- 
count received a more exCcel- $ 
lent and valued name then a- 
ny other Intereſts could have | 
Biven them ; and who only tor © 

the 
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cheflaſhes of 'z” ſhort "fame, 
would with'the hazard of his 
ownlife, have alter'd the go- 
vernment of Kingdomes, have 


is ſo] 48ded'remoreas yall as neigh- 
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bouring Provihcesto the + tri- 
bute of his Throne ; who would 
have, expoſed himſelf ro. the 
vatlou$accidents ofthe Deep, 
and * have © fought. unknown 
Treaſures in Countries bar- 
barous unconquered and un- 
trayerſed',; ifhg had not hoped 
tOhave left ther 'as the Pa- 
trunony off his Family ? and 
thus on Death-beds,, have 
reat;/ as well as ſerious men, 
&t ſuch excellent inſtruEti- 
onst0 their Children,of keep- 
11g 


— — ——— -—— —————— 


. (74) Wh 
11 Our ep} 
SEP EY Lg itch jy 
intereſt ohey ſhould rake in 
it.fewain dbeyond the Gir4vs; | 
AM ina doted. ſo mych.; on 
the Imperial dignity of ber 
Son Nero, asto Cry out, Oc- 
cidat modg tperet : iy Mc Dye 
i} He:may Neither | 
have : ©. & obyr ralunatoand | 
ambition ,, fell into calamity, | 
received more nfu | 
ary aa Ha f > | 
ok froma on on their 
milies. And nothing is 
more remarkable, then that 
T.cagedy, which the wretched | 
ter afted;on himlelf ; £9 
which waztranſported by the 
corment 


{rhe 


(75) 
Rpt | rarment of ſuch Reflexions. 


he Who ſecs not withan agree- 


e 1n | able pleaſure, his name ſpread 


avec; 
L/ ON 


and flouriſh 1n a vertuous 


off-ſpriug , erreed there 


 byliving ; Monumentsto ſerve 


the 1mmortality of Ages, 


whilſt others have vatnly con- 
 trived it, ina@ions of their 
L | valour ; 
| Crraves : the firſt [lumbec- 
ing inthe imbelliſhments of 
| Hiſtory, whereit is only ad- 


or in magnificent 


mired ; the other is ſomtimes 
relorted to by the curious 


| Wanderer, who obſerves the 
| workmanſhip without ap- 


ring concern'd for the 


» ſhaded Aſhes : che noble 
E 2 Creek, 


(76) 
Greek, who wanting Iflue,! 
was. 'forced 'to adopt his' 
Victories, to perpetuate 
his Name, knew wcll en- 
ongh, that they were a bar- 
ren and diſtrefled ofi-ſ pring, 
and which muſt be forced to 
live on the benevolence of 
Pedams, andthe charity of 
Ages : whilſt a Son might 
have maintained through luc- 
ceſfon; hit glory in che Sun- 
ſhine of generous actions, 
which was forced to: retire to a 


ſhade, Neither do they 
urge any thing 1 7 9m doh 
who object the miſcatriage 
of ſome mens Iflue, fince that 
15a precaution not at allal- 

lowed 


(71) 
lowed in the concernment3 
of the world : and never to 
attempt for fear of a miſcax- 


INTue,| 
his 
cuate 


1 en- 
| bar- 
ring, 
>] 0 
'e of 
y of 
night 


 tuc- 


ONs, 
tO 2 
they 


ant,. 


age 
that 


I al + 


wed | 


 riage, 134 diſtcut only pre- 


valent with the 1gnoble : if 
at any time the glory of a 
Race may.be under a cloud 
for one Ceeneration, it may 
ye inthenext ſhine out with 
a charming. luſtre-and bright. 
nefs]' That Parent is juſt 
and wiſe,who:kaves the Prin- 
ciple., and Providence to 
falhion the increaſe ; and he 
takes the conduct froma b<t- 
ter hand, who' 1s unreaſon- 
ably fearful ol the Events to 
com? : neither would any 
truly ſtudious of the 4nter- 


E 3 elts 


(78) 
eſts of Nature, and the ad- 
vantages of an oft-ſpring, 
impede both , by ſuch vain| 
fears. Who negle&ts the) 
rich Voyages of the Indias, 
becauſe ſome have ſuffered 
Ship-wrackes ? neither .da 
any decline to reap Laurels 
in the Field, becauſe they. 
grow with Cypreſs. To be, 
guided bythe preſent juſtand | 
pleaſing inclination, and to 
leave the ſucceſs to the con- | 
du@ above us, is the only 
management can guve-con- 
tenement & pleaſure to mor- | 


. talmen,.Childrenarethe molt | 


excellent way of pertuateing | 
our memory, and to afford 
us 


t 
| 
{ 
| 


79") 


| usthedelight%of ſecing out 


leſves preferved: from a ſud- 


| defi forgetfillt, aid ave may 


well ſubmit to the ſatisfaltion 


| of ſuch thoughts, without 


rronbli mg our Felves with! fa 


| thre miſcatriages." : 10 Te 


' Marriage doesalfo petfpe- 
tnate rhe memory amd Yp- 


| Hity of verbii6'* hls PAR 
RHO 9 rh464 Sn 
| tndtonl kehis cher, 


but'ſo different; 423% be a 


| ſhame andittptogch''ro his 


memory ; but yer uſwally, 
the great qualirres 6! the 
Parentlive in the Children, 
having' the” advautages © of 
theirexamples an#in{truth- 
E 4 ons; 


(80 ) 

ons ; and at leaſt , 1t their 
vertue is. much,the weaker, | 
yet-lupported bythe Fathers | 
memory, it becomes ſtrange- | 
ly uſttull beloved and reipe&- | | 
ed in;:the world : the Chil- | 
dren of ſome Men, wþo have | 
been the Authaxs oof. great 
benefjrs aud good. offices to | 
Kingdomes ha iervglagr 
ONS$ . ut , 
—_— whoyet have had no | 
great Merit of their, own,ro 
boaſt off : nothin t3lomuch | | 
idolized ,-nor git = Sip by | { 
the oenerality. of People 3'3 
mighty.Name, ; aud a.yer- | 
cue poſſible in, it. ſelf much | | 
I 


Be BIAFs toynd1 1n..2 Per- , 
Ri ſon | : 


(81) 
fon nt famons, cannot yet 
dothole things which the bare 
reputation ot ſome athers 13a 
ble to perform.: In the Ct- 
vil Wars of France, th: autho- 
rity of a Prince of the Blood, 
couldeaſily huſh thoſe com- 
motions, produce that obe- 
dience to Diſcipline, which 
a'l the courage, artsand per» 


h ſwaſtons ot inferior. Captams 
' Could never do. He that 


erets triumphs of Glory and 
Honour, does not only* in- 
ſhrine himſelf where he-ts-a- 
dored, but ſers his Poſteri- 
ty in a facred place : and with 
his only Name, appealſeshe 


) mutinyes .'of Armies, pres 


E {ides 


| 


(32) 
fides in Courts , and) 
keeps the affairs of the! 
world in order. How had 
the world ſuffered, if a Per-, 
ſon, who by many generous | 
ations became the darling 
of Mankind, neglecting to | 
tranſmita Copy, trom lo be- 
loved&glorious an Original, 
had ({:t atonce, in his Being, 
&hisR ace. In antiene Wars, ' 
Infants have been carryed to 
incourage Battles, thereby, 
with: thetr unattive blood 
{trangl y animateing the veins 
of others. And tt h1smore- 
over, been found to:work 
muchupon the. dſpofition | 
of humane nacure, a kind of ) 

gallant | 


«a> vie i mow pw © r=y oath = md Q toc os ws wh mad 


(83) 
hel gallant felon, tor the mme- 
AE! mory of ſome glorious 'Per- 
ad ſon, letc to the guidance. of a 
T- - tender hand : ſuch. | Efforts 
5 | ſervedthe Race of the Afii- 
nm can, and: the Gothicki Hero ; 
ad rocuring to the world this, 
x1 | believe and benefit together, 
2", | thathe whichleaves'ts ver- 
5 cne an Orphan, may have e- 
IS, | refed for it, the Hoſpitals 
© offtately Tombs, and the 
”Y> | Panegyricks of Hiſtory; 
| but he that: would have'ic 
laſting and uſefull,as well ay 
admired muſt leaveit to his 
Jfue, where in- rhe” active 
.\ Torrent of generousportorm- 
| | ances, it may —— 
ne 


nd}. 


(84) 
the ſameglory and eſteem ut | 
found inthedayesof an Anceft- 
our,to beonly adimired.isa bar- 
ren'advantage; tobe uſeful * 
andria:be belouxed,s: what the |: 
tguly ”noble- rather covet: : | 
which is found in the vertues 


and good offices of aur Race. | | 


Matriagedidalfo intarge 


the Sphear, and. eſtabliſh, 


occaſtonsot prattical Vertue.... 
He that is marryed has:more 
campaſsJaiid a larger:finhd of 
Atidnihe ufna}ly.procares | 
More benefics to the. world. 
ac leaſt; / mote : fubBtamial 
AHEberterr:igranidedg: he 
t#hatis.alonelivegto thisage, 
but be that is 'marrye&( by 
(4 the 


(85) 
the torce of imbuaces- cauſes) 
lives to thoſe Generations 
which ſtand next, the worlds 
laſt Calenture: and. burning 


\. fit: "Pompe ad: int :ohly 
| Gbhc himleſttor:iche-Likbr- 


ty of Rome,” 'till he .was: 4ts 


\ greateſt and mighty Sacri- 
- ice; batlleft alſo thoſeigal> 
, tant Sons, who bravely'en> 

' deavouredto reviyeit- when 
\. fainvanddying. Thepra- 
| Sica]vertues: at belong/to 


this life, av:they are mare; 
lothey are moreconfiderable 
mthordtryedStare z':Spe- 


calacron how.evgropleating | 
| 4d1om $3 Jetifit be 
| noturogether Divine, 15 


thinz 


| 
| 


& | 


($6) 

thing of lictle advantage; 
eſpecially.co the world, and 
FL is the meaſure. of every | 
excelient quality, the be- | 
nefit of the generall world:: 
infinite thinking , that de- | 
ſignes no other advantage | 
bur! che | pyiyate ſutisfaGhion | 
of him chat | 15- -buiſted' 1 19 It, 
is»but: an ry yn fort of | 
adleneſs ; moreover, | ” 
the milchief _ 'warld | has | 
reqaived byrboſe. ſtrange o- | 
mart uwtnted by men | 
who-injoyed a perpetual 
Vacation from affaies re- | ) 
main t9O' great A ford mc | 6 


oe pogo : the | 
Rovghts 


peiperu- | ® 
ally 


(87) 
ally working, and. wanting 
the entertainments of good 
and uſeful objets, —_ 


\ pleaſant and agreeable Idzas, 


that were never yet alter d 
by ation; and which arc 


| equally unprofitable ro 
| themſelves and others. But 
| he-thar has the: intereſts of 


2 Family., to nund, and 


-more .;;: ſubſtantial -concern- 
| pents then a name , which 


like the Camelcon , lives an 


Air,bounds wath:thoſe:hap- 


| py. lamits the ;ext 
. cies of ihas fancy; And tho 


ch | Things be hasto manage, con- 
ch | niaftpatticularolche 


| beſt verrue;&cehe mot praftis 
| ly y. 


call 


(88) 
call advantages thatare found } 
in humane Society. How! 
many glorious ations, aud| , 
inſtances of bravery of mind, , 
have took 'their . Origmal 
from thecalamities of a Pa-' F 
rent, or the diſtreſſes of a | q 
Child; &wichout doubt;che |! 
world bad wanted the great-| © 
eftpart ofits itluſtriousPreſt- | *? 
.dents of'vertue, had not the] © 
affections and: tenderneſles| % 
of theſe: Relations, been the | 3; 
Motives/and-powertull In- o 
ducements-to them : many | 
tndeed;. ( but unjuſtly) cry N 
out:-ot Marriage , aSacondi- ſo 
tibnot cavcardperplexities,| ©? 
atid eglebrace ſingle living, |" 


liza for. 


' 
" 


rl |  rieieyrtFn 


hel 9 
les|: 
the 
In- 
ny 
oy 
di> 
[- 


or 4 ont] 
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| for its freedom and repoſe: 
but: firſt, let, us. ask them , 
whoever, found. i 10A worrs! 
State,, that tranquility they 
| have p-etended ro admire: 
| Perfienicgs and. .troubles 

ave, 2g. well invaded the 
ſhades of themoſtquiet Re- 
| cells as the affairs Hans pra 


ſheyy.us:t nite 
of F life nt Tr 
is even and, Dake > ? 


IfM ar as car&sit.has 

more ona Arp AIP 
ak pallib y they are, more 
= me kn In tne gravity 
and charm of thoſe concesn- 


*\ ments,then where they aſſaulc 


TY 3 
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mad': and wild humour , | 
w=aiy ching.'''Bur 
thenler us rell them,” more: 1 
over, ' thatit has advantages, " 
bleſſings, and ſocieties rhat | b 
they have-not attained :'4f 
they canfhew us' rhe life of 
o_ rude Phitoſopher, who| * 


_ qr from _ 


6liplf 
TO Neanbry, 1 


ltenneſs*in” him) we Tan 
ſhew.them'many ples of 
glor1ousmen,' ot- on 
ly contentedly ," # '2&mired P! 
and -beloved in the tycs of| 1 
Matrimony, ſpreading their| 
uſeful qualities over thi) © G 
Univerſe; * 


(91) 

?| Univer; whilſt-the Sprck 
* | has permitted his vertue''to 
es <i[\sp and wither , /in' the 

34+ ſhade of his own humour : 
157f belides difficult and hard ac- 
{ of Quirements are the'triumphs 
he of vertue, thar-mind' ſhities 
ey withnoLuſtrearall, which 
wy has not been brightned -with 
ÞfAiculeaffairs, owing (45 
Of okery fs its vigour” ard 
| ſtrength to' motion and a- 
bour. Moreover , 'the ri- 
6 umphis the ſwecteſt that is 
«1 purchaſed ''with 'the''moſt 
«f induſtry ''; - the 'ambictoits 

P looks on thoſe acquirments 
1a vithcontem which are:eg. 
i got, and 16ves the high- 
eſt 


wo 


. 


| 


(92) þ 
eſt ſteps,_ becauſc jit is the 1s 
hardeſt coming there, And P 
ſuch, Motives- have. we r:\W 
ceived from above, to pro-! ) 
cure advantages ' to. the/74 
world, 'that nothing reliſhes Fr 
better to the mind ; nor 1s! 
received with greater eſteem dr 
and applauſe, then difficult, ©© 
Servieps, 3 the; Romans. ever. © 
loaded . choſe; with, :'Txir'* 
umphgs , - at-- thelg' recurn/Þ: 
home, and ereQed th:m Sta-|W 
cues, who, had ſerved the/ 4 
Common-wealth * in che! Þ' 
greateſt dangers and toyles: d 
ſothat to ſpeak ill of Mar-|{ 
riage, only out of a humour | 
of repoſe and ſluggiſhneſs, |! 


1> 


"OY 

thelis fo own' the: | reateſt re- 
\ 14 proach and {ndall in the 
-.|world. Whet they paſſed 
\ro.! by the houſe of that great Se- 
che nstor, who retired from the 
hes my affairs ofthe Repub- 
r ig 11que, cadfent his tins ina 

rr dreaming 1dleneſs, they uſe 
ou to ſay, here Vatta lyes bury- 
yer 'whom have all Ages al- 
"ris | lowed tor Heros ? whom 
urn| have they Derfed and ferv'd 
*:a| With Altars'? not the lazy 
+he|andthe ſpeculative,” not the 
chel boyſterous and imurions, 
ag -——rowin who applyed them- 
ar ſelves to coart Frupaine Race 
»ug | With kinduefles' 'and' betie- 
ſs, fits : : and they have mer 
13 with 


(94) 
with the molt: laviſh Elo: 
gs and Praiſes, who were! 0 

moſt laviſh of theirBlood 
and . Abilities to oblige] 
the. world. Now he that 
acts, yith. the multiglici+| | 
ty of Inſtruments , is capa- 
ble of effetting more, then he 


chac contrives one.end ; how! 
great. ſoever the ſufficiency! | 
of one man may be., ye. he 
ſhines | but with a. ſolica- 
ry... V.ertue., withont . the 
Epſon of an; oft- 


: Neither has the 


A 


O 
(0 
C 


1 
{ 


| 
] 
( 
| 
| 


Coz of Nobleneſs been' 


whoa blazon'd 5 buc 
Aa 
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i1o-) An excellent;perſon may do 


vere 
ood 


| much for the world with his 
own ſufficiehcy,but he doubly 


lige, 


that 


obliges it,who in a Seminary 
of Heroes,js continually pro- 


iCj+| picious to it; then as for the 


\ a 


particular Exerciſes of virtue 
in thatcondition, we ſhall find 
them no where to haye ſuch 
powerfnlMotives:For whom 
was reſerved theConqueſt of 
Latiu', and the foundations 
of an Empire, which Pbexix 
like,roſe richer from theAſhes 
of 1i1m, but for that Anegs, 


' who with ſo cxemplary a Pi- 


ety, bore his Father through 
the Flames; by which he be- 
came more Renowa'd, then 
Hefor that defended , and 

F Achilles 


(95) 
Achilles that- aſſented Troy. qu 
Rome once owed its being|th 
and its ſafety, tothe autho» | 
rity and perfwafions of a| th 
Mother, and that Hero recei-| th 
ved from his duty a temperas| y 
ment of mind, hard to be! gf 
found in ſucceſſes, and at the | yy 
head of Armies: Neither | & 
could the preſent Conqueſt | p 
and Revenge, have ſo much | «; 
ſerved the gory of Coriole= | x 
aws,as that fainonsAR of his | t 
duty ; nothing 1s lo noble | 
as the pity which preſides |} 
on the power to ruine, and 
Rome had doubtleſs wanted | 
| 
) 


irs effects, had it not been in- 
tpired by a revered Elo- 
quence, 


(99) 

r09-\quence. * The - Barburen 
ing|thoughc no'; death \unwels 
ho-| come, but accompanied with 
f | the afſaſination of his Brb- 
cel-| ther, and he could-ſuppore 
14. | without | regretthe.oompany 
be | of his own - who would 
the | willingly have fled from thar 
ief | of his 'Relation.0! If: the 
eſt | Poets have not fremed\artiti< 
ch | cially the Scene of the gene- 
4+ | rous Coriathian, ſhe owed all 
Ms | thoſe charming ARions they 
le have celebrated, to the Idea's 
es } of her duty; neither was her 
1d Rival defeftive in the beauty 
d | and life of thoſe performan- 
\- | ces, but only by the want 
»- ) of theaſecndant: And there 


£ F 2 are 


( 100) 
are infinite other Inſtances th 
m-the ;occurrencies of Ages I 
that acknowledge particular: L 
Obligations to the Matrimos) ® 
nial Relations, © 

It didmorecover afliſtMan« t 
kind with-a mind vigorous, | 
and conſtant in its Circles,| \ 
Virtue loſes its luſtre and! © 
ſtrength, when it is obliged! f 
to wander in various enter-| | 
tainments; Marriage gives| * 
the thoughts a Home, and | 

| 


an Imployment, that would 
elſe be traverſing the ends of 
the Earth. Neither ſhall we , 
find any men ofa more man- | 
ly Gallantry,nor a noblenels 


all of 2 piece, as amoneſt ' 
thole | 


| 


| 


( 101 ) 
inces thoſe who have been happy 


Apes in this Relation, and great 
ular! Lovers of the Intereſts of it : 
mo.| Some men may have exceed- 

ed in politick Arts, and in 
Lan.) the Stratagems of Conqueſt ; 
ous, but 1 very much queſtion, 
les,| whether ever any Age ( in 
1nd] the Heathen world) brought 
eq| forth any thing moreexcel- 
r-| lent or more beloved, then 
ves| the virtue of Pompey, and 
.nd| Brutus; men not only Re- 
119 | ligioully prizing the Married 
of | ſtate,bur ſuch as were blefled 
ve With the Society of thoſe 
n. | women, that for the returns 
ſz | of love and kindnels were 
ft i famous in every Generation, 
> | F 2 We 


( 102 ) 


We chooſe Frjendihip, as a| pr 
Field for virtge tg reapad-| w| 
vantages 1n , and none but| w 


retired and trecherous Nas! 
tures will be without 1he 
bleſſings of that-; but beyond 
all queſtion, that Friendſhip 
is the nobleſt, bound inthe 
ſureft Eigaments, and pene- 
trates -more- the receſſes of| 
the Heart,that is commenced| 
in Marriage, then any took 
up on other Scores : Some 
are plealed to cry down 
that Sex, as fooliſh and unfit 
for the converſation of men ; 


but they ſeem in that too | 


much to overvalue them« 
lelves, and to let flrange ( 


prizes | 


hi] 
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as al prizes on their own worth : 


d ad. 


what if there are not ſound 


but] women, whoſe heads are 


Na. 
the 


hlled with the crabbed no- 
tions of Philoſophy, who 
have no great inſight into 
nfignificant and unſociable 
Arts, the knowledge of 
theſe things could conſtitute 
nothing but barren and ridi- 
culous friendſhips;that which 
1s more generous,more plea- 
ſant and uſeful, is as well to 
be found 1a that Sex, as in 
our own; who that is wile, 
expe&ts in this Relation, a 
jumping of Knowledge and 
Capacities, or an agreement 
with all our Chimera's and 

F 4 Pundiilios 
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Pun&ilio's, is ſhe untic for! p 
that ſociety , who cannot| | 
chop Logick with the Scho- 
ler ? thac cannot pleale the | 
Hiſtorian with giving him an 
account of the Original of 
E mpires where the Sun riſes, 
nor the fairs of Kingdoms, 
where the Sun goes down, or 
that cannot name hin the | 
Fields where have bcen | 
tought famouleſt Battels,nor 
tell thoſe Conquerors, that 
there {wept into their Lap, 
che miohty ſtakes of the 
worlds Monarchy ; or that 
though ſhe can love as well | 
as Portia and Cornelia; yet | 
they cannot recount him the | 
particular 


© for 
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articular Gallantries of 


"not! thoſe Roman Ladies, they 


cho« 


muſt ſurely make a very fan- 


' ONE | taſtick Standard, who mea- 


1 an 
l of 
les, 
ms, 


ſure the fitneſs of that Rela- 
tion by ſuch an odd agreea> 
bleneſs : Humane Race isto 
be ſupported and rend- 
red happy by a ſubſtantial 
virtue, andnot by littlePun- 
Hilios and atfefations; It 
has been ſuch Whimſeys that 
have loſt the excellent affairs 
ofthe world,and men placing 
their Contentments in ſuch 
idle likeneſſes, have negle- 
cted,topurſue what were the 
moſt- uſeful concernements 
of humane Life. Nature 

F. 5 has 


( 106 ) | 
has ſet out the meaſure by 
which that Sex is found ht| , 
for aur Society, which con-| | 
fiſts of ſomething more im- | | 
portant then the pleaſing of 
our vain humours : the Inte- 
reſts of 'the world were at 
firſt common, and men in- 
tended the good of the | 
whole; but the envy, the ca- | 
priciouſncls and ſullenneſs | 
of after-times, made infinite 
incloſures, and m2n laid out 
all that ſtock on the little | 
portions of their fany, which | 
{ſhould have been imployed |, 
in the publick Banke of the 
Univerſe : And whilſt they 
have pretended torefine hu» 

mane 
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mane Society ; "They have 


made its profitable Aﬀairs 
evaporate into nothing ; 
neither have they left any 
thing of thoſe grave and pru- 
dent Intereſts; but ſome 
wild and thin Idea's, which 
they have in ſport, hunted 
through the barren Regi- 
ons of Philol{ophy,and along 
the fairy Traverſes of Poe- 
try, 
Marriage has alſo appear- 
ed excellent for the educati- 
on of Mankind, which was 
the next thing important to 
his being; without that, as 
his Aﬀairs now ſtand, he had 
come into the world an Ex- 
travagant, 


( tos) 


travagant, abhorring Laws, | 
and the Regularities of 


Society,and hisReaſon riſing 
at an Age after his mind 
had been rude and barbarous 
for want of diſcipline, it 
would not cafily have been 
. able co ſubdue the wildnels 
of his ycuth : Nay, all its 
performances, had been but 
Il and- imperfe& Draughts, 
whilſt it wanted compleated 
Images and Idea's co draiv 
by, its natural propenlities 
would have deſigned fome- 
thing, but the world 
cou'd never. have known 
what to have calledit, but 
Mairiage has been in all 

Ages 


( 10g) 

| Ages theRepoſitory of diſci- 
pline,and exccllentdea's : in 
its School, they are not only 
taught but revered; hearis 
learned modeſty, relpetand 
ſubjection , aftetation and 
ſtubbornneſs are betimes 
caſhiered , the fleeting and 
inconftant fancy directed 
to an aim, and kept ſted«= 
| dy by a peculiar authori- 
ty; Marriage is the Garden 
where the Flowers of Youth 
| are preſerved. in their freſh- 
| nels and vigour," whereas the 
; open dilcip-ine of the world 
| 1s like the rndenels of ade- 
| fart, where they grow wild, 

and 


( 110 ) 
and neglected, the lenle of 


ſhame, and the fear of vice 
are preſerved under this ma- 
nagement , and influenced 
from this lower Sphear, 
whilſt the general defedian 
had made them difficult to 
be ſcen above; but beſides, 
this condition has laid an 


Obligation on the Parent, to 


look after the Education of 
his Children, and if thcre 
had not been ſuch an inſti- 
tion, in which, it was both 
our duty and our reputation 


( 


| \ 


|| 


: 
| 


i 


too to Jook after our Iſſue, | 
the Children of many had 


been neglected, and periſhed 
without aname. or any con- 
ſiderable acquirements ; but 


now 


(111 ) 
now, thole perſons who 
have ſtrangely overcome,and 


.| worn out the impreſſion of 


what they owe toGod, and 
their own atteQious are yet 
ſo careful of their reputation, 
and the eſteem of their 
Race, as to Educate their 


Children in thoſe ways by 


; which they may be capable 


of ſerving the Common- 
wealth,and live with credit ; 


- | had not Marriage been inſti. 
| tuted, when» the luſtful youth 
| had ſatisfied his apperite, 'tis 
| Iikely hz would have aban- 


doned the wretched Mother 


| with her Infant, to the in« 


counters of various ſorrows, 
and th? Children of the 
great 


(112) 
great and the Noble , had 
been Rocked in Cottages, 
and all their dayes followed 
the Plough ; but now there 
are ſacred Channels cut, in 
which one ſtream of peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhed Blood, 
perpetually runs from one 
Generation to another ; and 


we find, that even the moſt * 


extravagant and vo[nptuous, 
are yet careful of that cur- 


rent ; uling all the induſtry |. 


1maginable co make it noble 


and imbeliſhed ; thinkiog ir | 


not enough to continue their | 


greatneſs, but their virtues 
alioz. They endeavour to 


faſhion and to fſweeten ' 


youth, 


Gee Eos w—  R 
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outh, that it may be grate- 
ful and accompliſhed, when 
it comes to be opened in the 
Aﬀairs of the world, to 
this purpole are the ſeverity 
of Chaſtiſements, the variety 
of Inſtructions, and the re- 
preſenting of differing Ex- 
amples ; not only thole that 


| have rendred virtue fair and 


agreeable z bur ſuch alſo 


that ſhew a loathſomneſs, a 


_ degeneracy and abhorrency 


in vice, by ſuch variety of 
Wayes, faſhioning them 1n- 
to the habit of excellent 
qualities ; which pert. rman- 
ces have let ſo many accom- 
pliſhed Perſons into. the 

world, 


( 114 ) 

world, who if they bad met| ol 
with Parents Jeſs careful, | 6 
they might have miſſed that | t& 
eſteem and veneration which | re 
Apes have pat4 them -: It, fi 
15 true, that the force of a| \ 
{ 


though Nature otccn does 
much, yet we many times 
find, that thole perſons are 
to feck in the turnces of Hu- 
mane Aﬀairs, and in the | 
artlul FTraverſes of Glory, | 
who bave not been very well | 
fncciſhed with great variety | 


of | 
| 


Genius lomet:imes iv pplies 
the defect ofa ici ; but | £ 
where they boli -i[ir, are} v 
the moſt exce!i: 41! proces of | C 
humane peitc<i:n ; and | * 
| 
| 


(115) 
ofImages:and from hencehas 
role the defeRt that ſpoil'd 
the whole frame of an He- 
roick viitue , deſign'd by 


; ſome perſons. In {ome 


Men we have obſerved a 
ſtrange aſſiduity in the queſt 
of glorious Archievments, 


whilſt yet a dihyent Remin- 


der,will ſee more of affeqion 
and carneltne(s, then a hand- 
ſome dexterity in that pur- 
ſuit. There is a ſl:ighr in 
all Humane Aﬀairs ; which 
though Nature may ſome- 
times happen on ic, yet can 
never hit it with fo. much 
certainty and luccels as Art; - 
and hence it is, that a great 

draught 


(116 ) 
draught of an Heroick vir- 
rue is fain to be takenfromſo 
many,becauſe no one perſon 


appears furniſht with all 


thoſe various Colours. Some 
men have excelled for the 
number and Art of their 
Conquelts ; but the world 
has ſeen them ſubdued by a 
power from the Roftra 
Achil/es's Shield was afcer 
won by a virtne, ditterent 
from that in which its own- 
er excelled : the crafty Ita- 
lian,with his ſingle ConduR, 
wound abour the bravery 
and vigour of the French 
Afﬀairs, which perfection in 
any endowment, has aroſe 

trom 
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| from a happy Education, 


meeting with a good Geni- 
us, and where it willingly 
declines an accompliſhment, 


| it yet ſubmits to the force of 


the diſcipline. So that to 
Marriage the world ows the 
Education of Mankind, and 
by conſequence their fitneſs 


* | and uſefulneſs to Humane 


Aﬀairs, which 1s a great ad- 


| vantage, becauſe the ſecurity 


of haviug our Ifſue well edu- 
cated, is thereby eſtabliſhed, 


and that care taken for the 


' coming Generation, which 


our fathers had of ours; which 
is ſo important a reflection 
in the Serics of ſucceſſion, 


Marriage 


( 118) 


Marriage did moreover 
prevent the inconveniencies 
and extravagancies of a 
rambling Love; for what 
dilorder and diſtiaftion had 
there been in the world, if 
an impetuous and lawleſs 
appetite had been ſubje& to 
no Conduct ; bur that the 
fancy placing it ſelt upon any 


Object, had preſently tranſ: | 


ported the owner toall man- 
ner of violent a&ions ; To 
ſerve its mad defares, Cities 
had been conlumed ro Aſhes, 


Houſes left deſolate, or ' 


filled with groans, only for 
* theraviſhment ofa beautious 
Prey : The Aﬀairs of the 

State 


( 119 ) 

ver | State had been negleGed, or 
ries | readily wounded forthe ac- 
" I of an idle Love, 

or ſuch is the violence of 
ad | that Paſſion, and ſvch its 

extravagancies, when it is 
eſs | taughr no moderation by 
to | Religion,and excellentLaws: 
1s | The power of Conqueſt had 
1y | been a ſufficient Title to the 
f. | Objes we had coveted, 
1- | and we had feltno remorſe, 
o | to have taken them from 
5s | between the Arms where 
they had ſpent many years 
r | n endearments of Love: 
r | No Nation © could have 
5 | flouriſhed, nor have been 
» ) ſucceſsful in its Aﬀairs, if 
a 


( 120) 
a wanton Flame had thus 
conſumed the manly tem- 
per and vigour of the 
Youth ; or it their paſſions 
had not tranſported them to 
ſuch violent Adtons , 
yet the gentieſt concern. 
ments of thoſe Flames, had 
made thcm uncapable of 
ſerving the Commonwealth, 


and the Intereſts of Humane | 


Society, and what with 
running to publick Houſes 
of Luſt,the contriving ſecret 
Cabals, and privare aſligna- 
tions, the Animoſities and 
Jealouſies of Rivalſhip, the 
prodigality of amorous 
addreſſes, had took up all 

that 


[nN- 
12d 

of 
th, | 


SS 


| that time, and bafled all 


thoſe advantages with which 
they ſhould haye ſervd 
their Generations : Whilſt 
they had followed theſe de- 
ſigns, ill humour, reſtleine(s 
of the thoughts, and inconft- 
derate Actions had been che 
neceſſary Companions to 
them; theretore there was 


ne | great wiſdom in that 


h 
les 
cr 
a- 
ad 
he | 
us 
ill | 


at 


Law among(t the Jewr, thae 
none ſhould live unmarried 
after ſuchan Age : All wiſe 
and prudent Government's 
knew they (hould have liccle 
Order and leis Induſtry, 
where the attairs of an idle 
paſſion poſſeſſed the Hearts 

G and 
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and Heads of their Subjects. 
Marriage more inclines the 
mind to ſerious and neceſlary 
buſineſs, then the wandring 
Luſts of Stews and Concu- 
bines; and even in thoſe 
Countries, where Poligamy 
and many Loves have been 


allowed, the ſerious and the | 


wiſe are grown weary of 
cheir liberty , as producing 
thoſe diſtractions, which 
unfit the mind for other 
things ; Neither would the 
diſorders of that paſſion have 
only been injurious to the 


preſent times, but have ex-| 


treamly wronged poſterity ; 
which we may perceive by 
the 


\ 
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'| the Extravagants of this 


Age, who live in a ſtrang 
negle&t of thoſe that come 
after them : They care nor 
what becomes of the next 
Generation, ſo they mayRiot 
and live an waar in 
this ; they have received by 


| ſucceſſion a travelling Inte- 


reſt ; which they are to 
tranſinit downward, it being 
to journey through all the 
Ages of the world, but by 
their Extravagancics and ex- 
ceſſes by their new wit, and 


| their modiſh vices, they for- 


get its affairs , they affront 
ts gravity, they ſtop its pro- 


* greſs, and it is like to be 


G2 known 
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known by after years with | , 
leſs eftcem and veneration; | x 
and this is that Ape which is | « 
like to be branded amongſt | y 
all the Luſtres of ſaccefſion, | / 
as the moſt difingenus | y 
ous that ever was, who| ; 
have anſwered the Remon- | » 
ſtrances of the worlds im- | |; 
portant Intereſts with Ris | 
aldry, anda laſciviou-Song; 
they have aftronted them by 
the moſt unw orthy praCtices, | | 
& gave them to underſtand, | x 
rhat the divertilements of | 1 
Drolls and Buffeons were | {, 
more valued by them, | x 
then the gravity and pru- | 1 
dence of their Fathers: | ; 
and | 


' 


my << my 


$7 


C38 J 
and thele fottiſh incounters 
appear the conſequences of 
the negle& of Marriage, by 
which the boſom of civil 
Aﬀairs has received thole 
wounds, wl:ich the dexterity 
and «kill of coming Ages will 
not eafily-Cure : that neg« 
le& and hghtaels, that pre- 


| poſteroulnels and inad- 


yvertency 1n our "concern - 
ments, as have brought upon 
the world fo much diſorder 
arid inconvenience : No man 
makes it his buſ1ncſs ro be 
{cr'ovs 1N any thing, but to 
railly with diverſion and 
mockery , even his poyer- 
ty. and want, which are 

G 3 all 
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all deplorable effects, of thac 
imuſtice that the preſent 
times have done to Marri- 
age. In tne, that conditi- 
on has applicd the minds of 
men to that induſtry and 
care, Which as they have 
contributed to the peace and 
the repoſe of the univerſe ; 


lo they have produced thole ! 


excellent things,that became 
pleaſant and dear to humane 
Race; the produdtions that 
have been beſides it, were 
rather for ſplendour then 
uſe, and a gay ſhow, with- 
out the company of real 
profit: The world has been 


— 


diverted with pleaſant Idca's, | 


with | 


nz -& = wy RNA =«* 
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with a fair arrangment 
of amiable things ; but the 

rformances of this condi- 
tion , have exhibited what 
was uſetul and neceſlary. 
The wanton humour, and 
the airy fancy may be plea- 
ſed by the ſolitary Hero's, 
but the uxorious have in- 
good of man- 
kind ; and if we diligently 
ſurvey the Incercſt of the 
world, we (hall tind them 
fitted for the Society of the 
married lite, and that they 
muſt receive a ſtop and a pre- 
judice by the introducing of 
other concernments ; the 


conſtitution of them muſt 


G 4 be 
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6. Oh and a new habit 
introduced, betorc the world 
can }oo0k wy under the pras 
ftice of diftcrent opinions : 

How bappily it bas lacceeds 
cd v.ith thele Expetiments, 
uk it has cometio under 
the i2ifcipline of ſuch a pra- 


ctice, will ſufficiently appear, 


by looking backward ; the | 


Powers it has eſtabliſhed ; 
the mingling Intereſt it has 
confirmed ; the mutual (toc; 
of bencfits it has letled ; and 
the great tranquility of all 
things ; ſufficiently prove, 
that nothing could have been 
more propitious to the 
world then that condition : 

Neither 


[ 


abit Sax 
orla | Neither does it ſerve leſs 
ffectually our particular 
Pn Atairs ; it we look beyond 
2 the contentments of a pre« 
_ | ſent anda fading apperite to 
Fr. thoſe which ariſe from a long 
ny ſucceſſion, ſtretched with e- 
Re? ſteem and reputation : to 
, bo live when we are dead 
” * and gone, in a happy iflue, 
? | is much better, then only 
'S | for ſome Moments to be re- 
| nowned.to (ct in the Circle 
F of Marriage, agreeable Ob. 
| | jects always to entertain our 
» | afftetion and our thoughts, 
is much happier, then by 
the litele Artifices of time, 
| to be ever ſubjeX to deluſt- 
G5 01S ; 
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ons; who does not, that! ca 
pretends to reaſon, take| 
more pleaſure in managing Ii 
the Intercſts of a Family,, a 


yo a laſting name, then in| a 
umouring a ſhort lived in-| a 
elination : and ſuch Afﬀairs| i 
have happily aſliſted the| e 
virtue of many perſons, who | \ 
thus diverted an injurious , 1 
leaſure; and as the Poet af. | 
cribed, the effeminacy of the | 

| 


Greek to his idlenels ; fo the 
want of a juſt Intereſt to 
manage, has brought in moſt 
of thole inconveniences that 
are found in the world; 
and that pleaſantnels and | 
gayneſs, which is childiſhly | 
| called 


\ 


| 


("197 ) 


that! called good humour , fo 
take| much idolized in the fingle 
ging| life, what is it bur trifting 


uly, 
N In 
In 
airs 
the 
ho | 
"us. 
il. 
he 
he 
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ſt 
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and ſtrapge impertinence | 
a thing without all conduct 
and prudence, and after the 
follies of youth are over, 
even inſupportable to thoſe 
who have the moſt admired 
it : All exceſſes in nature u- 
lually produce the other ex« 
treams; ſo the moſt alpiring 
Monarchs have often turned 
Fryers, ſhrouding the glo- 
ries and Juftres of Regal 
Majeſty in the Sables of a 
Cloyſter, and mea exceſlive- 
ly volaptuous, grow (trang- 
ly negleatal and olitary 


when 
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when they are old : What| 
judgment can we pals on 
this, any otherwile then that| | 
they laviſhly ipend che pru-! | 
dent ſtock of Nature, which| 
becoming binkrupt by ex- 
ceſſive practices, they are 
after torced to yield to tnole 
humou;s, whic: peak rhe | 
Wan'S and poveitics of Na+, 
ture- Warrtiage !s luitcd to | 
the juſt temperament of 
things ; whilſt the other 
practices confilt in thoſe 
exccfles that exhauſt and dee 
belitate nature; which like | 
ground too much uſed, 
grows languid and unfruit- 
iul, the mediocrity 1s that 

which 
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which was d.ſigned in the 
Afﬀauirs of the univerle : And 
he who rakes them out of 
that Channel, makes them 
overflow all L a1 \{F3 of pru- 
dence aid adVaiiiage,ntither 
will they be any longer ule- 
ful and «xccilent wh: they 
grow ireepular : It tvenuugh, 
th't by the alloiments and 
dilcip/ine tranſmitted £9 us, 
wc may live With {olace aid 
advantage; but 1 we neg» 
lect thole Rules, we can ex« 
peq nothing but cilorder 
and confuhon, Marriage 
has hitherto dc:iended the 
Intereſts and the repoſe 
of the world from an ex- 

travagancy 


(134) 
travagancy that in all Ages 
has endeavoured to aſſault 
them : And whilſt Mankind 
grow Weary of fo brave and 
fucceſsfnl a defence : It is 
well if they find out another 
equal to it, though it is very 
much to be feared,that thoſe 
little Arts on which they 
rely, will ſoon let them ſee 
the errour of that fancy, 
when they muſt call to their 
affiſtance a greater force, 
then what their 'Poets, or 
their new Philoſophers can 
bring them, and the fad ct- 
_. fe&s ofthis gayneſs,and thoſe 
Chymera's, will ecafily be 
reſigned for the other uſcſal 
and 
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| and praQtical ſeriouſneſs, 


then their modiſh humours, 
their refined and eleyated 
fancies , their careleſs and 
unaffeFed faſhioning of 
things, together with their 
couragious and profound 
ſearches into Nature, will 
appear the ſleights of thoſe 


| Empericks that have undone 


the world, and if we ſhall 
not be capable of ſo much 
repentance as to curſe our 
ſelves, our poſterity will do 
it for us, for ſending them 
into the world, rather fit for 
Hoſpitals, or for Bedlam, 
then the Afﬀairs of a juſt 


and happy life: To whom 
the 


(336 ) 
the good nature of their 
tathers, for being lo eafily 
abuſed , wil appear a horrid 
crime to their Iflue. whilſt 
they taketo themſelves what 
they called, a wi'd plealure, 
bur left to theſe a (erious 
ſmart, and they muſt app!y 
themſelves to that Marriage, 


that wasinjured and aftront= * 


ed by their Fathers, which 
can only tree them from the 
Tyranny of thoſe practices, 
to whom they had givea the 
Domination, whole novelt 
and great liberty ſo far pre- 
- vailedupon them, as to for- 
get their Obligations , and 
theic own Afﬀeairs, and with- 
out 


CHF) 


out any remorie to {ce S4- 
crificed the being of many 
Families, and the proſperity 
and contenement of others, 
whole waſts and ruines de- 
clie by whom they have 
been plundered - Neither 
will that fantaſtick Dilci« 
pline , under which they 
| fooliſhly endeavour to put 
| their extravagant practicesz 
bring any tecurity and b-ne- 
fit ro the wor[1, which he- 
ſides its ſtanding on an un» 
jult foundation, can reach 
{to nothing but a ſecurity 
| from Brawos, Marriage 
Lnows all the Traverles and 
Turns of Humane Altairs, 


and 
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and ſtands on a foundation 
of Natures laying : Nei 
ther will thax be tran{- 
mitted down for right, 
that has been wrong and in- 
juſtice in every Age : Burt 
we may imagine, they en- 
deayour not to bring their 


Oeſigns to perfetion, leaſt 


they ſhould too near reſcm. ! 


ble the abhorred Wedlock : 
they can hardly invent any 
thing wild enough, and de- 
bauched enough for their 
own practices.their appetites 
cal] upon them for new ex- 
fravagancies ; and thole who 


furniſh chem with variety, -| 


are at aloſs to contrive faſt 
enough 
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ation/enough to pleaſe them. 
Nei Whilſt we have thus Sir, 
rank [drawn the Portrait of Mar- 
he, \riage , and reckon'd up its 
| in-|adyanages, if we refle&t upon 
But|ir, we ſhall find the injuſtice 
en« | that ſome men have done it : 
heir] As tor thoſe who admire 
aſt | unſociable and ſolicary tem- 
m. * pers, they can havebut ſlender 
k: | Pleas to an excellent mind : 
ny | Nature dclign'd no man to 
e= | that vanity, as to be taken 
1r | up with the contemplation 
es | of his own endowments, like 
- | the fantaſtick youth, who 
0 | made love to, and dicd for 
»-| himſclt; The only way to 
t | take a right view of' our 
own 


LL 


[ 


(140 ) 
own good qua'ities, 15to fe 
them in leſs flatte!ing Mir- 
rours, and to have them 


and benefits we communis 
cate to others : He that ga» 
thers- all, his great endow: 
ments into his own Breaſt, 
and keeps chem there, like 


Roſes that grow in Detarts, ! 


he dies uncom:nended- and 
uninjoyed + all virtac 15 dife 
{ufive. and loves vccallons 
to excicile its vivacy and 
vigour : and what we carry 
abour us |1.fficicncly declares 
thar we were nor dclizned 
to be happy alone , whilſt 
both the {olace of the mind, 


and 


and 


| 


| 
| 


in 
dif 


drawn by thoſe advantage 


it 


b 
t 
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-0 ſand an endeared lite, conſiſt 
Mijz.in an union with (omechin 
hem|different ; the brighteſt Co. 
ageq| ours owe their vivacy to the 
uni. ſhade, and Nature has tet 
9s Virtue ike Diamonds in Jet, 
2w- [within the Circle of diffi- 
aſt, cule fervices: And I cinnot 
ike remember, that evertheCloy- 
es, |[ter, that great Receptacle 
nd |of the drow!y lite. did cvcr 
if. | oblige t''e world by many 
excellent pertarmaiices 3; WE 
know very well what pol- 
-y | foned Arrows bave been ſhot 
| from thole Coveres, that 
4 | have pained and enraged the 
? | boſom of many Ages 3 bur _ 
; they are yet to give a proot 
ol 


- 


| 
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their kindneſs to Human fel 


Nature , and their preſent|fi 


careleſneſs and vices, have 
put us beyound all hope 
expeQing it. But yet, iti 
another lort of ſpeculation 
which we are to accuſe in 
theſe refletions. Some there 
are, who with great folly and 


injuſtice, make Marriage the! 


ſubje& of their reproaches;] 
we do not accu'e any for 
embracing the ſingle life, 
whoſe Virtue 1s ftrong & 


nough to bear them through 
all the hazards of youth and 


inclination, bur yet, thoſe] 


who do this, ought to let! © 


t 


it be with leſs pride and af.. 


f eftation 


| 


man 
elent 
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fetation: But that is the 


ſtrange rudeneſs of the pre- 
ſent (ſentiments, to mock at 
all praices that are different 


:.| [rom their own ; and though 


ſuch light diſcourſes will 
weigh very little with wiſe 
and prudent Perſons, yet 
unexperienced youth is apt 


| 


to be afﬀe&ed with things 
confidemily delivered,though 
there be ſometimes little 
lence in them, but this is 


ugh 
and 
ole 
let 
af. 
on 

| 


not only the matter of 
convetlation. but the ad- 
mired Theam of ſome wri- 
tings, and being a ſubje& 
capab'e of keennels, and 
ſomething of novelty, men 

endceayour 


| ( 144) 

endeavour to raiſe the repu- 
tation of wit on that foun- 
dation : Bur i wiſh they 
would conlider with how 
mnch diſingenuity and un- 
worthineſs they do it : Never 
didiny Age lo thirſt after 
the tame of being Wits, yet 
no Age has acquired fo ins 


gloriouſly that Title ; It is) 
not ſure impoffible for men 


of tuch great abilities as 
they give themſelves out to 
be, to pleaſe and inſtruct 


the world at once, and not 


to build the Triumphs of | 


their Eloquence, on the ru- 
incs of their Morals >? How 
little realon has Mankind to 

admire 


ms BZ 
_———_— 
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admire them, who furni 

it with wit at (o dear a rate : 
They. may. tell us, that 
affe&ed ' Pedants, capable 
of no generolity, have for a 
filly fame wounded the bo- 
ſome of ſacred and civil 
things, but we are aſtoniſh- 
ed to ſec thoſe who pretend 
to be Gentlemen of -great 
breeding and noblenels to 
exceed their crime, and how 
unhappy ought they to.'£« 
ſteem themſelves, that the 
firſt proof which they give 
of their injuſtice to humane 
Aﬀairs, and their ingratitnde 
to their Fathers, ſhould be 


on the moſt important, and 
H moſt 


(146) 
moſt excellent concern» 
ments of the univerſe : They 
have . introduced infinite 
PunGiilio's of reſpe&, and 
obſervance, , they pretend to 
corre the bluntnels, and in 
obſequiouſneſs of paſt Ages; 
but they wound the ſub- 
ſtance, whilſt they adore 
the ſhadow, and we expedc | 
trom them to ſhew that re-+ 
pet, which is ſo powertul 
a Part of their Genius, tothe 
moſt - important concern- 
ments which have been 1o 
revered in the world, and (o 
beneficial co HumaneRace. lt | 
they mult exerciſe that doat» 
ed on wit of theirs, letthem 
choole 


(147) 
chooſe a lubjeq more agree- 
able to the lntereſt and com. 
plexion of Mankind, and ler 


them” think it 'to be alittle * 


fade; to repreach the pra- 
Tice of thtie Fathers , and 
che! greateſt . pare” of the 
world ,' which - they 4o- in 
ſpeaking againſt Marriage : 


| But never ''any Age had 


more trifling Gallantries, 
and yer none was-evermore 
in love with them ; greac 
capacities ule to be ſerious, 
modeſt and 'unaffeted; but 


' now he that owns a little 


wit , makes ſuch a noiſe 
with ir, as. fo: diſturb che 
quiet and the ſerious Aﬀairs 

H 2 of 
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ofthe: warld ; Ikthey would 
bave- us: admure-; their - gredt 
abilicies,' let/; them give us A 
* more ; excellent | ptoot of 
them ; let: them. again reſcue 
thoſe Ingereſts which. they 
have betrayed, tr ,clle pre- 
tend to merit- nothing, but 
the: reproaches and curles of 
the world. But chat which | 
1s yet-2 More: jmportant-jn- 

yury.to Marriage, is a-certain 
humour ang; opinjon taken 
up;by ſome people,that.it is a 
piece of Gallantry and good 
Breeding,to divert ourſelves 
with lacred Wedlock, as an 
extraordinory proof that we 


have: overcome the Flegm ot 
2 


(149) 

a' degenerate coinplexion 3; 
if we ſpend all our" life in 
frolick 4mriurs, There ts an o0- 
ther accuſation, that" belon 

to theſe refleRions ; arid that 
is, of thoſewho'are'oF this 
Condition, 'whole affetion 
to-it ought to be commend.- 
ed ; but their follies and in- 


* diſcretions ought to beaccn- 


ſed : Tt is not always formd, 
that a £00d intention ch 
free 1t {ell from the blemiſhes 
ot an4ltcondut,und the tol- 
lies of 'marly © Perſons; have 


 rendred fome things ridicu- 


lous, thac would have lup- 
ported \\their! pravity ina 
better' 1manapemeft m- this 

[1 3 enquiry, 


( 150.) 
enquiry, the. ſyubjeR is. ex» 
tream! nice. ang critical, and 
io ought , $@' be. made with 
great; .warine fs, and, circum» 
ipection:; beliges, to, pry 
into the milcayrages of others 
in ſoclpſe,2nwnion # a Jittle 
1mprudent ;: but - yet our of» 
dinary. con veriatianand ng- 


tice, will faniſhnawith this | 


belief, bat many; commit 
choſe {ollies in Wedlock,that 
become mat'er of divertiſc* 
ment. to ſfome,Perions, and 
and an extream- {candal to 


others, _ One -great' cauſe | 


to be alcribed of this , is, 
thag men hye nareqwly,.and 
to;thear particular inclipati» 
ons, 


pag —— a — a — _—_ y — — - 
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ons, and humours, forgeting 
that they are to ſupport a 
common concernment ; and 
we may very well believe, 
that men may find as 
much eaſe, and a great deal 
more generous contentment, 
if they tyed up their incli- 
nations to a ſevere d:{cretion, 


* then in permitting them to 


wanton in all the liberties of 
their little freedoms 5; How 
few live with a careful re- 
[pet to their reputation, 
and fewer conſider the im- 
portance of a publick aim; 
which ncgleQs giving birth 
to perpetual follies and affe- 


ations, amongſt other 


H. 4 things 


(2903 


things that they prejudice, | 


Marruage luffcrs/ in the opi. 
nton . of the. indifferent or 
prepoſleſſed ; Any thing that 
1s uncaſic in Wedlock. ſhould 
be concealed, and ſupport- 
ed with a gravity, that might 
cover it from the ipeCators ; 
No man ſhould gad abroad 
with his complaints, which 
as they render his condition 
nothing the mare eafie, ſo 
they either importune , or 
divert thoſe to whom they 
are communicated; it is 
tireſome to the lerious man 
to be entertained with the 
tollies of anether; and it 
15 Comical to the Frollick ; 
& 


w—, 5 tt I © 


I —— 


|. —_— 
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ice, | v0 that we feceivofioadvan- 
pi. | tage by facky ſalliesof great 
or | weakneſs -and indilcretion, 
bat | and 'yer/p:rhowgh the farile 
uld | faction be ſo momentary, as 
re- | only the caſing oſ:aprefent 
1c | tulneſs, yet: thecrevelation of 
s . | ſuch Matcers {picag] int con- 
ad vetfation, aud remains long 
ch * enoughvas a'blemilh or that 
n | Condition 3. this open tem- 
ſo | per ;, has in' lome_ made an 
>r | injurious propreſs;reproach- 
y | ing: with the worſt tecache- 
's | ry the intimacies of Marri- 
.. the firſt Elpouſals 
proclaimed” that. rwa : were 
one, thereby xo | unite all 
their concernments : The 
| H. 5 pal- 


(4154) 

iortta; eried :her fe- t 

erify. on--her wounded Arm, | , 
to-make' an experimenc.of | , 
her Sexes ſuficiency.3 which | , 
whilfe..(he bravely. refcued 
from thereproches it had uf- | | 
ter d;theretorted chovluſhing | | 
ſcandal upow ours: Friendſhip | , 
is of - all other: bleflings tbe | 
| 

| 


greateſt ſolace tohumanceLite, | 
and it 15 not only intimags, | 
bur- {acred in: the Circle of 
Marriage; Tocommunticate 
our troubles; is: ro{leflen | 
themz and the Philoſopher 
adviſed. us, . not - ta; ;cat. the | 
Heart, which heb aneant of | 
lecret:and concealed grieta:: 
'Che great. diſtruſt of ſome 


men 


(155 ) 
men has appeared in hiding 
under ground their wealth, 
and this Ape has -in part 
reaſon to have the ſame care 
of their thoughts, which thoſe 
had of their Treaſure: Man- 
kind were at firſt diſtinguiſh- 
cd into particular dwellings, 
that they ſhould have ſepa» 


; rated Intereſts; and 1njoy 


their contentments in an un» 
diſcovered ſhade; we call 


| It good humour to uſe all 


manner of freedom' in our 


converſation ; but how fel» 
' dome is it found, that ethers 
| will well interpret, what we 


well defign, It were caſic 
Sir , to lead this Current 
further, 


( 156) 
farther, but it would be no 
diſcretion to do it, and many 
times we decline a ſafeCon- 
du&, becauſe we fantaſti- 
cally love ons own manage- 
ment. ,'Tis moreover cer- 
tain, they beſt ſee their er- 
rours, who diſcover them by 
their own. light , And that 
not only, becauſe we. find 
our ſelves in ſome dilorder to 
have them revealed; but alſo, 
from a., certain pride that 
pits us upon yuſtitying, all 


wedo; and beſides, all the | 
dexrcrity. of another, Can : 


never fit the PerſpeGive, to 
our own fight: Bur yet, there 


are ſomethings ſo remarka- ' 


ble, 
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2 no | ble, that therc is no- need 
any | of thele Glaſles to diſcover 
ON- | them , and there are {ome 
ſti- | crimescommittedagainſt that 
ge- Relation 5 which none will 
er- | attempt to extenuate, that 
er» | reſpe&t would be very inju- 
by | rious, that ſhould torbear 
Jac | the cenſure of the great 
ſcandals that are flung upon 
to | Marriage » The inconti= 
o, | nence of the Eſpouled, is 
at | that Criwe whale Bowels ar 
I filled with many others : 
E | Neuher can we rcadi'y lay, 
o i; the influence it has had in the 
o | world; fince it 4s- evident; 
p 


that the lacrcdnels of this 


Inſtitution , has kept the. 
Power 
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Power above us with relpe& | ec 


upon our minds: Other | 


things have-( though unjuſt- 
ly) been acculed of Art, 
but the great Agitiquity of 
. Marriage deciares its divine 
original : And it has recei- 
ved the ſame reſipe& in di- 
verſities of Nations, and Re- 
ligions, 1ts Honour 1s ſo ten- 
der, that the Jeaſt blot re- 
proaches it ; and beſides , 
incourages the hardyneſs 
of after attempts, which take 
them for a Preſident, who 
were the firſt Invaders of 
this  leperated fate; by 
whole attemprs- not only 
that condition,which appear- 

ed 


| 
| 
| 


, 
\ 
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Ke 
fi 
ec 
0 
1 

{ 

F 

| 

\ 
{ 

| 

| 


| 


\ 


et 


her | 


( 139 ) 
ed the principalfaundationof 
the moſt excellent adyanta- 


>. | ges, became ſhaken and in- 
Ma. | fnrme, but a Way Was Opens 


| 


ed ctothat hberty,which after 
made its: incurſions into all 


' revered concernments. The 


ſacredneſs of an Oath, and 
Proteſtations. uttered where 
Heaven and Earth werc the 
Witneſles, became the trifles 
of Cuſtom and delign; which 
being made io by a wander- 
ing appetice, that crime be- 
came the mcouragement to a 
tteedom in other. things - 
What /afſanked the firſt 1n- 
nocence: we very well know; 


and we have reaſon to be- 


lieve 


( 160 ) 
heve, that: this Crime. was 
one of the firſt that attempt; 
ed the concernments of the 
world ! Andit is like to be 
that, . which-will give one of 
the laſt wounds it mult feel 
before its ruine ; this impic- 
ty awaiting it with a ſtrange 
defire, that'it might oweche 
fate of ics. nobleſt affairs to 
its humanity alone, and no 
reproaches are keen enough 
for thoſe, who have made 
thele attempts, either from 


the: folitary life, or within | 


the ſociable : The Jatter is 
che -more : prodigions- in - 
Gare: of treachery | and: 
baſene(s, becaule he ſtrikes 

at 


at 
hk 
v 


— 


| 


Was 
Þt+ 
the 
be 
el 
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ge 
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at the Heart and the Vitals ; 
lhe breaks that faith on which 


. 


| Marriage is bailt, and de- 
\ſRroys that fidelity which is 
ſo much of its Eſſence, he 
leaves ir_none ol its reputa« 
tion, but Jayes it under the 
reproaches of Artitices and a 
Joggle, he withholds others 


(0; {from applying themſelves 
O to it, whilſt his practices 


h 


q 
- 
; 


1 


' perſwade them, that it cures 
\no appetites, nor practiſes 
any ſincerity : Heunworth!- 
ly ſuffers them to think, that 
tis the Trap of youth, and 
a Gin in which Policy has 
caught our forward Inclina- 
tians,: He Incourages in 

thm 
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them a fancy,that it is better in 
to praftice thoſe Liberties Mi 
before we vow, and aſſure | 
then to loeſe an Innocence (ca 
in our reſtraint : He that '* 
draws the Adulterer with [2 
theſe Colours, will ſoon 
find his amazement at fo 
horrid a ſpeRacle: and juſtly th 
believe that nothing isknown 4 
ſo odious m Africa, as this | 
Monſter of Society ; lince R 
he that devours the ſinceri- |P! 
ty and the candour of any | 
thing, ſhows a worle crucl- |© 
ty then the ſucking of its | 
Blood, and the generous at 
any time, : looſe their repu- |" 
tation with more regret then f 
their 


| (163) 
tter (their lives: He has made 
ties Marriage to ſurvive its Ho- 
are /10ur., and to remain a 
nce (candalized Inſtitution : He 
hae [bas put the affront on the 
ith \fuſt founder; and mocked 
on it the Limits of Nature ; he 
ſ las endeavoured to periwade 
ty the wor'd by his experience, 
vn 4hat-:Marriage is uncapable 
\is 0f.its defigns, and that the 
ce [Ranges of Juſt were tono 
ji. purpoſe incloſed, whilſt the 
y [appetite 15 as, ungoyerned 
]. [even- in that . Condition, 
5 ; Which was deſigned tocure 
et ||, as in a comman 1nJoy- 
ment. We. will. only ſay 
1 | further co thele Perſons,that 
r they 


(164 ) 
they ſtand in the firſt Rinkil 
of Criminals', and thar' it 
had been better they hadint|; 1 

ri 
ver come into- the world, 
then only to have lived to! 
have done ſo much miſchief |" 
m it, and that they muſt |? 
one day be called from their | 
Graves , to be confronted 
with tlie injured Afﬀeairs bf n 
the nniverſe, and nor expel? 
ever to flecp without the - 
SpeS&res of thoſe wounded |; ; 
Intereſts, '' And / now- vip, 
afrer we have been {erions 
ſo long, it is agreeable to j. 
our youth , to divert our 
ſelves a little, with the plea- 
fant and the beautiful Scenes 
of 


" 


( 165 ) 
ark Love, it would, be but 
, eto to looſen a 
ns bound-up to grave and 
ne 
rl erious confiderations , by 
/ (elebraring thac . Paſſ ion , 
ef ® hich is as well the Vigour 
sthe Imbeliſhment of Mar- 
oe tage; But we are to remem* 
4 bers that the Theory which 
nie been exhibiced to Apes 
of this Inclination, is very 
« much difterent from that 
a pac, that has aſſiſted the 
d |\ fairs of the world; and we 
' maſt go another courle then 
[what we have already took, 
if we will tollow the Cars 
reat, where the Poetick fancy 


« |has led it : for thoſe are the 
me n 


O j 
L- 


f 
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men who have pretended all el 
along to extoll and refine'it: |*© 
Though theDiſcipline under 6c 
which it was put by the An-' 
cients, was very unlike to the 
modern Regulations. They (- 
made it ſeck the ſociety of \"'6 
Shepherds, and confined it to 
the Woods and the Moun- th 
tains, it ſpent its time inf! 
weaving Corollas , and was [fs 
buſied in faſhioning the ad- |" 
dreſs that merited the Gar- |© 
land : Ie. appeared baſhful ly 
and unſociable,ſhuanning the 
guilt of ambicion, with the ; 
noiſe and Artifices of Cities: 
It could divert it felf with | 

Pc tel- 


d all 
e it: 
(der 
An- 
the 


7 of 
rto 


(167) | 
telling the murmuts of a 
\Fountain, with repoſing un- 
der the Mirtle, or in weay- 
ing about the Pine with a» 
amorous Charatters: It only 


fgnalized it {elf inthe victo- 


hey 
/ ines. of May : and preſerved 


no greater-marks of itsState, 
thenche Tabor,and theOate 


un- |*! 
in |pipe : Te valuedit ſelf upon 
ac [its ſincerity, and knew 


ad- 
at- 


ful 


no other bravery then to ac« 
company in Death the va- 
lued Object: Ir affected a 


bo —_ as free from Artifice, 
he | 
S: 
eh 
|- 


as that beauty to which it 
vowed, and opened its Soul, 
is well as {pent its Careſles 
in the Sun-beams, bur this 
un 


" $27 ( 009} | 
afteQed lite, was yet judged 
roo ingloxious and ſolitary 
for it, by the briskne(s of 
aſter Poets, who believed 
that it ſhould value lels its 
maocence then its glory ; 
which made them lead ir to 


. 


thoſe places where ir might | 


ſ1pnalize-ir (elf in braver ex- \ d 


ploits ,'- their Predeceſſors 
had faſhioned ir too rude 
and ſimple, and had armed 
it with a Power that could 
urchaſe 1t- no. Renown , 
whilſt it was buſted in a ſor- 


fy Chaſe,on the Lawnes and | 
the Mountains. T hey there. 
{ore took it from fo trifling 


a Diſcipline, they ledir to | 
Courts, 


n 
t 
t 
; 
d 
t 
t 
ſ 
| 
i 


__ 
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Courts, aud gave it the 
command of Armies: They 
diſrobed+ it of the Hlabilt- 
ments of a Shepherd, and 
changed the Oat»pipe for a 


. | Trumpet 3; they made it feel 


its vigour, and experiment 
the force of its Nature : A 


ex- | diſtruſt of its ſtrength had 


ors 


ide 


made it live ingloriouſly,and 
they taught it what great 


ied | things it was able to do; 


ald 
ns, 
ON- 


nd | 
re 
ng 
to 


ts | 


J 


They. made it not only to 
deſpite the Sheep-hook, but 
to make a trifle of Crowns : 
but it was neceſſary that it 
ſhould accommadate it ſelf 
to. a;diſpolicion faitable to 


| its enterprizes, which made 


| them 


(10) 
them ' exchange its ſincerity 
Md poinnet; for diffitnula- 

70- Shd Hollow Careſles : 
hietther did it ill manage 


thefe endowments, it we | 


may credit their Recotds. 
Fr' brought m the' faithlels 
Greek the fire that burnt 1line: 
to Aſhes; and deſtroyed 
what. 'was then the faireſt 
Dotaimon of the Earth : 


bur yet it was not altogether | 


mtent upon one defign ; 


whilſt 5e {topp cd che Glory | 


and Vitories- F Achilles,and 
ſenr him inviſible Chains, 
from a -capriv'd Town, 
ſt cranmphed over Regal 
Author y' , Duty,” and the 

care 


i 
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ty | care of a.iPatrimony, in;the 


violdnt- Scyilu Elizarletiinot 


only-her Tyre, but a glorious 
[fe impertect, whillt ſhe be- 
| came. a Sacrifice tothe Love 
| of ſprace neat. -It has gone 
| throuph the : Blood 'of the 
Innocent to reack a:Throne, 
| where ic might'apprar, in 

al mbelilÞoidats + -t0 
its Objea. It has mana» 
ped Incelligenct in Glances, 
and communitattd:! Ploti 
by che | CharaQed of Ladks: 
Ir kus been a fpic-in Armies, 


! and'ifaſhioned the Intrigges 


of Court. "Theſe theic Pa- 
etick furyyreckoned brave, 
but'” they have 'not- ati the 

[ 2 ſame 
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ſame time: withheld it from 
odd performances :\ They 
have made'itleap Precipices, 
{ſwallow Daggers,made Bro - 1 
thers burne for Siſters, and | 
invaded che Fathers right of | 
Love by the ardour of the | 
Son. The vom 
Bedded his Seſtian Maid, 
the cold Sheets of 75 | 
and left them to conſume : 
mate in the Helleſpont, thole 
loves he had'/ſo painfully ex: | 
tolled, "Fhe fantaſtick Kos | 
man, made Narciſſus burne 
for the ſhidow of himſelf, | 
with ſo feirce a Flame, as 
could only, de. quenched i In 


that Fountain where he view- 
ed 


_ a” DE 
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om | d his _— [c has turned 
the Iſſue of Kings coPilgrims, 
ms. (ported the Daug| 
ES, and tranſported the _ 
\? | ter of a Ceſar, to deſpi 
0+ 
brighter Immortality, whilſt 
nd 
of | ſhe affeRted the ſhade of a 
'1,., | Corinna. Nay, under theſe 
ne 
ack | managers, Love has ſought 
an Empire beyond the con- 
__ | fines of Nature, and carried 
—_ | the remains of Rational be- 
ole | ings, to Vegitables, and in- 
animate : Ithas turned Mor. 
© | tals to Fountains, to Trees, 
'to Eccho's, and to Wall» 
14 | flowers, preſerving only in 
' | thenote, the murmur, or the 


- 


as 
dy tragrant CharaQter, the re- 
4. | membrances of a formec 


4 I 3 . _ Raw 


( 174 ) 


Nate, the wantonacl of the |1 
Poetick fancy, haveanlthelt | ; 
inſtances appeared very &x- | | 
travagant 3 though they des | ; 


fign'd in all, toſbew- the ins 
vincible Power | af | Love, 
whilſt changing Natures 
could nat charge Deſire : 
Netther couſd 'all the cruel- 
ties of a Mctamorphoſis dil- 


beri to.a ſhadow, prelerves 
zet ſtrength enough to an- 
lwer to an amorous Cal), the 
Heliotrope yet linkes the pres 
lence of the cruel Sun, and 
appears Melancholly, when 
he forlakes its Company. Bur 


: 


| 


' 


Ly 


| 
oblige a faithful Paſſion ; | 
Eccho though griet has worn | 


| 


F1 
| 
| 1 
| 
| 


l 
| 
1 
I 
; 
I 
Þ 
| « 


| < 
| 


yet, 


(175) 

he | yet, afcer all theſe cruckies 
eſ ſtrange Experiments, thic 
*R- | Poetick tancy could-not ©- 
de« | therwiſe attone for ſo much 
!0 | barbarouſneſs, but by ob» 

e, | liging Love: to ſhave, and 
iE5 | retire tothe Cloyſter : The 
©: | refletion on ſo much Blood 
el- as it had ſpilt, could not but 
"ne | naturally produec in it ſo 
15 | great a Melancholly; But 
Tn | yet here, whilſt ie pretend. 

'es | edto bea Devote, it proved 
N- a Monſter; and could not 
the forget the exerciſe of its for- 
(Cy 5 mer 'I'yranny ; It true, 

w- it grew more Circanulpet, 
but not lels guilty ; it ruin-+ 
ed equally though in a diftes 
ee, I 4 rent 


u 


C 176) 
tert-way : It formerly inva» 
ded the life and the felicity , 
aud now tte Innocer ce and 
the Honour: It was more 
open and plain i in the-former 
atrempts, but now it affect- 
ed privacy and Arts : The | 


— 


| 
| 


wor 1d had felc enough of its | 


force and it therefore applied 
it (elf to Scrat?gems , and 


di{flIimulation, fo long a War | 


— 


| 


aSit had he'd with humanity, | 


had taught them to reinforce 
and fortifie themſelves, and 
therefore undermined what 
it could not aſſault ; It rook 
the habit of a Reclule, and it 
maCe many of their codes ap- 


pear but Fratricelles;lt ſhewed | 


ca 


>———— _—_—_ 


| | 


7 


| 
| 
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to the world a mortified 
look, and an Innocent Ha- 
bic ; But its Altars burnt 
with'as brisk' a' Flame, and 


Ner | were thronged with laſcivi- 


'be 


Its } 


ed 
nd | 


'ar | 


'Y, 


ous Voraries; it grew Weary 
of open crue}ties, but ſtrange- 
ly enamoured of thoſe pri- 
vate ſleights : Here with a 
ſhow of great humility ic 
devoured the,portions of an 
excellent Virtue, and conſu- 
med the Innocence of the 


| world, with Fire diſguized 
in Snow+balls : It whiſper- 


ed Intrigues through the 
Monaſtick Grate, and made 
afgnations at the foot ofſan 
Altar : it coma'd amo- 

I5 rous 


(18) 
rous ſentences with Beads; 
and vigourated- a- laſcivious 
*Song with 'the!-Aivs' of 'an 


Anthem - It boreic (elf. dif. | 


purzed" tnto the Pallaces of 
Mayn'firot, and practiſed dif 
bono}; whilſt proohai nu 


ed: 7 Sitiſe : It: reſorted fo. 


the Chair 6f conteſſjon only 


to caſe'ah'\amorous' doſome, : 
and” detrianded fromthe Fa- | 
ther , not - abſohution bur | 
aſHſtance': It kept Leipers | 
in\Republicks-of Virgins,and | 
bell Intelligence with: fide | 


Iry and' Honour : Tt was a- 
dored whereever it-caine,and 
prevented jealoufie by : the 


repuratioinof {anRity. "But | 
| though 


$4 


Ie 


" | ſhewed a retpeR iro- Picty 


C179) 
though the ſucceſſes of Love 
were great in this ſhade yer 
ic participated ſa mych of a 
natural 'inconſtaney{ 4, as [to 


| grow weary 'of (o; caſte; a 


proſperity ,, and lek its #e- 


| ce(ſes for more; publickyiay 


counters: It1 - Elogies : berc 
blunted the Poetick : fancy, 
whoſe flights) whilſt: chey 
were happy were yet regular 
and confined ; they xcſolved 
16 make ita mad Cap, that 


| it wright berret, ſcrye; [the 


Rin xcach that. ' Jas 
been ſo much: the! 'Idal 
of preſent Ages, bere it ac- 
kiwwledged a Divinity, add 


and 


( 180) 
and Altars : But they better 
affected irs old Echnick-pro- 
iphaneneſs; they liked it 


only when it was too vigo- | 


rous for Earth, and tooex» 
travagant for Heaven : They 
gave ita power abovelm- 
mortality, and faſhioned it 


a =_P that ſhould Para- | 
#rwnunt the Univerſe. And |; 


no'' ſooner bad they thus 


rook it from the Cell, but | 
they furniſhed it out aKnighe 


Etrant, and made it traverſe 


De ſarts, they inured it'to | 


bardſhip; and often forced | 


It to take upits Lodgings at 
the foot of an Oak, or the 
Banck of x Rivulce, whilſt it 
| Was 


| 


| 


( 1831) 
was fed, Cameleon like, on 
the, Air of ſighs and re- 
proaches, it:exerciſed its cou- 
rage in hunting of Raviſhers, 
in reſcuing diſtreſſed Dam- 
ſcls; in- obtaining the free- 
donie of captiv'd, Knights, 
and in putting anend to in- 
chantments ; - whilſt ſome- 
times again it afteQed the kil» 
ling of Dragons, the incoun- 


| tering of horrid Vuions 3 and 


in appointivg aſlignations in 
the dark apartments andRe- 
ſidence of Spirits. 'But ſuc- 
ceeding Poets declined thele 
Melancholy fancies 3 whilſt 
they took Love from that 
Diſcipline, and applied it to 

the 


(182) 
the Aﬀaiss of Grandeur and | * 
Society : They adopted it 
mco the Family of Atoms, 
and. made ic the Captain of ' 
thole Numerous Legions : 
Fhey gave it an/extravagant ' < 
arid - unlimited; Commiſſion, 
and made it equal with that 
appetite' which they believe | 
to be the Genins of the Lini- | 
verfe; -and. tire! Tface they 
have led it, has been agrce» 
able to'their 1dea's , they 
have brought it on Theatres, 
to' inſpircc thoſe Braves | 
whom they call cheir Heyo's: * 
They have thought tit that 
icſhould fignalize it ſelf only 
in" prodigtts of valour,' and 


miracles | 
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' miracles of Councel : It has 


beſtowed a ſufficiency. on a 
{gle Perſon to rout Armies, 


, to look Kings out of their 


Thrones,and to make Con- 
queſts more facile then Ru- 
me , and more eafie then 
Traverſes : It has bafled all 


the Stratageme of an Adver. 


 fary, and wound about at 
plcaſure the: fidelity: | and 


courage of numerous Armies; 
all which are found but 
meanE xploitsin theRecords 
of their Dryades. - « But yet 


' it does notalways keep con= 


ſtanr -to the point of chis 
elevation ;: neither does it 


| ever atte& to beto Herock ; 


It 


(184) 
it is often pleaſed co divcrt 
ic (elf with meaner Attions : 
And to faſhion the toole-» 


| {c 


| 


ries of Comedy : It can 
at 


make Experiments on the 
Groome, and: is not averſe 
from an Jntrigue with the 
Landreſs ; It is pleaſed with 
the ſmall incounters,and the 
fallacies of Maſcarade , and 
delights in being Cazol'd,and 
in committing Errours : Its 
Principles ſpeake it an Epi- 
cure, and declare its abhor- 
rance to be bound up to the 
high Rules of its Glory , 
whilſt it finds the ſwecteſt 
Pleaſures. in the moſt extra- 
vagantLiberties;thoughit can 

ſome- 


| 


al 
[£1 
w 


mM 
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ſometimes deſpile Crowns, 


| and toſs them from one head 


to another, yet it is not al- 
' ways pleaſed with ſo hardy 
an exerciſe : It can with as 
| much pleaſure, manage the 
deſigns of the Chamber- 
maid, and receive Propoſi- 
tions from the brawny 
| Clzwn, that greatneſs is un- 
| calle £2 1', which ſtands a» 
| bove the divertilments of 
ordinary mn, and it now 
leſs affe&s Glory then good 
| Humour. Bur though this 
| paſſion appears ative and 


| vigorous, yet ic ſeems 


bue the «fſefts of its Age; 
whillt it pleaſes it (elf in 
odd 


(186 ) 
odd and fruitlels performan. 


ces : It ſtnddies infinite re- | 


ſearches, and the Pundilio's 
of a Genius weak and dete- 
ive, it grows hard to hu- 


mour, and is pleaſed with | 


niceties andCriticiſlms, before 
things brave and ſubſtantial: 
'ThePoetick Lawgivers have 


formed it a State,and delign- | 
ed its obſervance ; but it is | 
weary of that troubleſome | 


greatneſs,and they are forced 
to indulge it in little Fro- 


licks, and childiſh divertiſe- | 


ments.--- It has reach d its 


Climate rical Year,and torgets | 


Its Grandeur (o faſt, that 
all che lofty nonſence of its 
vl, 2blc(r 


(187) 
ableſt, Miniſters, cannot 
preſerve it. from a fottiſh 
Lethargy, they have carricd 
it to the MagniticentPallaces 
of., Command, they have 
ſhewed it the flate it ſhould 
preſerve, and remonſitrated 
it with an Eloquence, more 
charming and refined then 
their Fathers ever knew,; But 


| it fee's nor the force of theſe 
| ſplendid Harangues; and 
us glorious managers muſt 


lament their misfortune, that 


| they were born in an Agc, 


when Love was ſo unable to 


| comply with thole precepts, 


which - they are lo capable 
of giving; So Rich and 
\{agnificent 


(18% ) 
Magnificent a fence in the |; 
dayes of its Yourh, had |, 
found it an aboad in Stars, | q, 
(from which ſome of itsDire- ,, 
Forspretendit to have come) t 
and it had uſed no more |, 
theſe mortal divertiſements : | 1, 
Bute urhappy Poets, they |, 
practice in a time, when its , 
Nature is untic to comply | jy; 
with the Excellencies of | q 
their Art; and yet they are | x 
relolved not to be altoge- 
ther unſuccel:ful, they will | 
accompany it to - another | ;, 
world; Nay , they have | 
ſent their Poetick fancies | 4 
before it, to prepare an E- | 
lizium , to furniſh it with |} 
Grot- 


the | 


had 


ars, 
Ice 
ne) 
ore : 


' 
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Grotto's, with ſhady Groves, 
and . Rivers z; They have 
deſigned it an Eternal buſj- 
nels, to repeat a paſt tideli- 
ty, and the Triamphs of 
mortal incounters ; They 
have put it into the Arms of 
a perpetual Spring of Beau« 
ty, leaned it on a fragrant 
boſome, and under the in- 
fluence of bright and ſhining 
Eyes; wherein ſo ſweet a 
receſs, it muſt entertain it 
ſelf for [ever with repeating 
irs humane Atchievments ; 
yer if it find theſe Pleaſures 
too luſcious, they will 
permit it that 'yariety in 
Heaven, which they allowed 

oN 


( 190) 
on Earth 3 They have form- '© 
ed it aſſignations in wither'd * 
hollow Trees, and weary 
Traverſes in Sooty Regions; << 
They can imagine a perfeft |)© 
cranquility ' m nothing, | and |F 
have framed their Elrzium |! 
according to the Colour and | 
Figure of its Atoms; which |* 
they '' eſteem ''w happy 01 
thought, ſince it-would dull |Fc 
fo vigorous a Paſtior: to be | þ- 
confined*' to'' 'one' enjoy+ 
trient” * Ic would 'be tired ſy 
with ' ſitting- for” ever ill; | no 
and thereſore they reſolve Af 
it ſhall be perplexed A 
mnumerable' © Labytitiths; 
that it ſhall 'grow Melan-. | 

cholly, 


( 191 ) 

n. |cholly, and delight to be- 
: hold- the purple Current of 

gf Wound, that it ſhall in- 
3s; counter the Specires of 
& jealouſie, and fright it elf 
id (with its own thadow, that 
in \it ſhall Tile in Tournas 
1d [ments of fancy, over- 

throw Rivals, and wia 

'Garlands : Thas have the 
1] [Poets ploted an Inmor- 
be | tal buſinels to themſelves 
ws in the managements of 
ed Love, But yet they will 
Il; 'not leave its languiſhing 
” (Aftairs upon Earth, though 
x they accompany rs lofty 
s; Peres to' Eliziunm ;' yet 


n they - 
" 


( 192) 
they will not quit its Earth- | 
ly part, whilſt it rots in. 
dirty Actions, they will | 
force a freſhneſs fron that 
withered Trunk , and per- 
ſwade the world, that it | 
is ſtill as lovely , and as|' 
charming; 2s in all the vi. | 
vacity and ſweetneſs of its | « 
Lite: But it is high time | | 
to leave them , when they | « 
grow fo FExtravagant, 'f 
Thus Sir, have 1 given, \ 
you a Prolipect of the| < 
Poeti:-k Image, which you | \ 
will tind very unlike to| 
that which has the aſcen-) 1: 
dant of Marriage ; The| t 

buſie! F 
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( 193) 
buſie world has all along 
lain below this Roman- 
tick Paſſjon, and would 
have nothing to do with 
its Chimcras : Sometimes 
It received a wound from 
thole Fantalms; Bur it 
endeavoured to cure it as 
faſt as it could : They have 
often made it propoſitions 
for a Commerce, but they 
were always ſtrange and 
extravagant: Sometimes they 
were too rude and ſimple, 
and of a Meclancholly be- 
low its ative Aﬀairs : O- 
therwhile they were too 


Heroick , and flew above 
K th ir 


(194 ) 
cheir hnmility, Its reality 


was too ſordid, and its | 


imbeliſhments altogether 
uſeleſs and Romantick ; Ir 
therefore with great juſtice, 


excluded them all from its | 
converſation, and took thole | 


Idea's that were the pro 


duq of ARions, and not | 


of the Brain; lt entertain» 


ed nothing above its Aﬀairs, | 


and preſerved thoſe bene- 
fits in vigorous AQions, 
whilſt it refuſed to retine 
them by idle Harangues ; 


It ſaw too plainly, in o- | 


ther concernments, that 


their imbeliſhed Theories | 


had 
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ty had ruined their plaQtice, 
ts | and therefore would not 
er | admit of the leilure to 
Ic be flouriſht and extolled ; 
e, | Ie deſpiſed Artful and fine 
ts | Records , whilſt it only 
ſe | valued an aGive and vi- 
»= | gorous tradition z which 
Mt | It has conveycd to this Ape, 
» : in ſpight of all the attempts 
s, | have been made upon it; 
= | and if it muſt be its Doom 
3, | to ſuffer now, it will not 
e | only fall a Vidtime to the 
- | Injuſtice and fottiſhneſs 
- ! of barbarous men ; bur 
t | ſtand a mighty inſtance 
s | of the approaching Ca- 
J K 2 taſtrophe, 


C 196) 
taftrophe of the world, 
which will even before uts 
diſſolution , grow too like 
that Chavs it muſt be -at 
laſt ; whi'ſt all its virtue 


and glory will be darkened, | 


and grow a place frequent- 
ed only by a lavage 3p- 
petite ,' in all its horrid 
ſhapes,a youthful Virtue muſt 
Traverie it with abhorrency, 
whilſt it incount-'rs ſo ma- 
ny frighttul repreſentations 
of vice, and the Ghoſts of 
murdered Honours, and it 
muſt at the {amc time pre- 
ſerve it {clf trom the Cyrceas 
PoetickNote, whole harmo- 

nio!1s 


| 


( 


[ 
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nious blandiſhments will 
lead it upon the Precipices 
of ruine and diſhonour, and 
are the great procures of 
the Prey tor manſtrous vices. 
and thus that frame which 
began with innocence and 
Marriage, will end with 


' Crimes, and with the con- 


— 


tempt of it, it role with peace- 
ful and amicable virtue ; but 
mult tail with cruel and war. 
ring vices, and thole Flames 
In which 1 ſhall ſufter, will 
like burning Glafſes, be a 
mitrour to ſhew the mon- 
ſtrous attempts of this Age; 
The Atheiſt muſt bchold 


with 


(198) 
with horrour a confutation 
of his bold Philoſophy, in 
the Period of that world, | 
to which he had piven ſo 'v; 
fantaſtick a beginning, and | 
the Poer, will with the ſame | 
ſurprhee, lee it the Stage of | 
chat Tragedy, that will out- | 
do all the dolours of his Dra- |p 
matick fancy. 416 
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